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Rambo — Page 40 


COVER: SOF Associate Editor G.B. Crouse recently spent time 
with Sylvester Stallone as filming wrapped on “Rambo III.” Having 
left most of Vietnam in a shambles, John Rambo now travels to 
Afghanistan to do what he does best — kick ass and take names. 
At stake is the life of his best friend and millions of dollars in box 
office revenue. See “Rambo in Afghanistan,” page 40. 

In a departure from SOFs usual practice, there are two different 
covers for the June issue. Which cover is on your copy of SOF 
depends on what part of the country you live in. Of course, if you 
want to drive across the state line and buy the other issue so that 
you'll have both, that’s OK with us. Stallone photo: Los Angeles 
Times. Helicopter photo: Tri-Star Pictures 
COVER INSET: American photographer Bruce Richardson 
accompanied mujahideen freedom fighters to Gomankai Mountain 
in Afghanistan to see firsthand how they continue to bloody the 
Russian invaders. See “Direct Hit on Nari,” page 44. Photo: Bruce 
Richardson 
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COMMAND 

GUIDANCE 

by Robert K. Brown 



The Verdict 


* * ¥MTE brought this suit to get 
VV Soldier of Fortune off the 
magazine rack/’ said the plain¬ 
tiffs counsel. “We hope that we 
have done that.” Thus, by his own 
admission, his motivation in 
bringing this suit related primari¬ 
ly to his or his clients’ own politi¬ 
cal/social agenda. 

The appellate process will de¬ 
cide if the plaintiffs counsel will 
accomplish his goal. But in the 
meantime, the rest of the Amer¬ 
ican media have reached their de¬ 
cision. The Colorado Springs 
Gazette Telegraph said “Almost 
certainly higher courts will re¬ 
verse this ruling.” Another edito¬ 
rial put it this way: “The U.S. Cir¬ 
cuit Court of Appeals should 
overturn the Houston jury’s well- 
intentioned but misguided deci¬ 
sion.” The Concord Monitor said, 
“In a decision we trust will be 
overturned.. Advertising Age 
magazine said, “In the appeals 
process, that jury’s award has just 
got to be overturned if justice is to 
prevail.” 

Aside from the press, other ex¬ 
perts offered their opinions. 
Noted attorney Alan Dershowitz 
called the implications of the de¬ 
cision “staggering.” Bruce San¬ 
ford, First Amendment counsel to 
the Society of Professional Jour¬ 
nalists called it “shocking.” 
David Miller, an attorney for the 
American Civil Liberties Union, 
said “the decison would be over¬ 
turned on appeal.” 

Could there have been an addi¬ 


tional motive for bringing the 
suit? The Concord Monitor said, 
“We suspect that the magazine 
was sued because, tenuous as its 
connection was to the case, it has 
deep pockets.” The Boston 
Herald had this to say: “When all 
is said and done, is it actually Sol¬ 
dier of Fortune’s deep pockets the 
plaintiffs find so appealing?” The 
Los Angeles Times also raised the 
question, saying, “Sometimes 
the American propensity to cast 
about for someone to blame — 
preferably someone with deep, 
money-lined pockets — leads to 
strange results. We think that’s 
what happened last week.” 

The problem with this lawsuit 
isn’t the verdict; we trust that will 
be overturned in the 5th Circuit. 
The problem is that it requires 
time and effort that could be put 
to better use, such as helping 
freedom fighters around the 
world and bringing you the best 
combat-reporting and weapons 
reviews anywhere. But it takes 
something else away from these 
projects — money. 

We have established the Omega 
First Amendment Legal Fund (see 
Parting Shot, page 96). Contribu¬ 
tions (which are not tax deducti¬ 
ble) may be sent to: 

Omega First Amendment 
Legal Fund 

1800 38th Street, Suite 202 
Boulder, Colorado 80301 

I appreciate your support. ^ 
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U.S. Army Special Forces Medical Handbook 
~~h New 1988 Update! 


SABERTOOTH 


U.S. NAVY SEAL 
COMBAT MANUAL 
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AND 
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CARBINE 

Duncan Long 
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The finest military medical handbook available just got better. Paladin's 1988 update of this 
classic best-seller has new information for you that even the Army doesn’t have. In one 
compact book, find the medical info you need to stay alive and stay well in the field. This book 
has it all: 400 pages of comprehensive text on disease diagnosis and treatment, drugs and 
dosages, emergency paramedical skills and preventative medicine. Special sections cover 
wartime emergencies (burn and blast injuries, nuclear, biological and chemical warfare, and 
emergency war surgery) as well as primitive and veterinary medicine, obstetrics, pediatrics 
and orthopedics. The book is packed with vital information, in a new, easy-to-read format— 
to give youthe kowledge that makes the Special Forces medic so invaluable in the field. 4V2 x 
71/2, weatherproof softcover, illus., over 400 pp. $16.95 


SABERTOOTH: THE RIP-ROARING 
ADVENTURES OF A LEGENDARY 
GAME WARDEN 

by Terry Hoi/ges 

Enjoy the life and times of Gene 
Mercer, an extraordinary game war¬ 
den who patrolled California's forests 
and streams for almost 50 years, act¬ 
ing in defense of wildlife. Join him as 
he stalks deer poachers, duck hun¬ 
ters and outlaw fishermen, facing 
danger, corruption and high adven¬ 
ture. 5% x 8Vi. hardcover. 250+ pp. 

$17.95 


U.S. NAVY SEAL 
COMBAT MANUAL 

One of the rarest FMs in the field of 
military collecting. Provides up-to- 
date info on equipment and tactics 
employed by this elite fighting force, 
Covers SEAL weapons, survival, 
communications, diving, first aid, 
demolitions and more. 8Vfc x 11. 
softcover, illus., 240 pp. $14.95 


THE STURM, RUGER 10/22 RIFLE 
AND ,44 MAGNUM CARBINE 

by Duncan Long 

Legendary reliability and classic 
design are the hallmarks of the Ruger 
10/22 rifle and its forerunner, the .44 
Magnum Carbine, in this in-depth 
look at both weapons, noted fire¬ 
arms author Duncan Long covers 
specs, troubleshooting, ammo and 
accessories—this book’s got it all* 
Get your hands on a classic. 5Vi x 
B 1 /?. softcover, photos, illus., 108 pp 
$ 10.00 


STREETSWEEPERS 
The Complete Book of 
Combat Shotguns 

by Duncan Long 

Its deadly spray of massive fire¬ 
power makes the shotgun the 
choice weapon in close combat for 
the soldier and home owner alike. 
This newest, most comprehensive 
book covers every type of action, 
plus ammo, accessories and com¬ 
bat tactics 8Vi x 11, softcover, 64 
photos, iltus., appendices, 160 pp. 

$17.95 
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SPECIAL 

FORCES 

HANDBOOK 



MODERN SNIPER RIFLES 

by Duncan Long 

This in-depth look at today's sniper 
rifles covers all aspects of their per¬ 
formance capabilities. Weapons 
expert Duncan Long evaluates .22 
LR, single-shot, bolt-action, semi- 
auto and large-caliber rifles, as well 
as the scopes, ammunition and ac¬ 
cessories that will maximize their 
sniping potential. 8Vi x 11, softcover. 
illus., photos, over 100 pp. $16.95 


MAKE ’EM PAY 

Ultimate Revenge Techniques from 
the Master Trickster 
Want to see your enemies grovel at 
your feet? The meanest man in the 
world and author of the infamousGet 
Even brings you more dirty tricks, 
schemes, scams and stunts.Getting 
back at a landlord, politician, sales¬ 
man, utility, restaurant, or super¬ 
market is a cinch with over 130 
creatively nasty techniques, for 
entertainment purposes only! 5V4 x 
8 J /f, hardcover. 224 pp $16.95 


SPECIAL FORCES HANDBOOK 
Covers such topics as guerrilla tac¬ 
tics and the composition of opera¬ 
tional detachments; demolition 
techniques, such as cratering, rail 
cuts, and improvised incendiaries; 
unconventional warfare; guerrilla 
forces’ missions; air operations; 
weapons; communications; first-aid 
techniques and survival skills. 4’A x 
6, softcover, illus., 216 pp. S8.00 


LONG-RANGE PATROL 
OPERATIONS: Reconnaissance, 
Combat, and Special Operations 

by fames W. (fim) England 
Master Sergeant. U.S. Army (Ret). 
This invaluable resource—the most 
comprehensive text on LRP avail¬ 
able anywhere—contains the more 
unique aspects of the deep-pene¬ 
tration nature of the LRP ops in 
today's combat environment, 8V5 x 
11, softcover, illus, 336 pp. $14.95 
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THE PARTISAN FIGHTER’S 
MANUAL 

by lames C. Krohn, Ph.D. 
Yourcountry has collapsed, overrun 
by enemy troops. You can’t just let it 
happen. You have to fight back, 
become a guerrilla in your own 
land—a partisan fighter. Whether 
striking out at a military foe, eluding 
strangers on your home turf, or en¬ 
forcing security in your partisan 
camp, this book gives you the facts 
you need to survive—and prevail. 
5'A x BVi, softcover, 80 pp. S8.00 


EQUIPMENT PERFORMANCE 
REPORT 

9mm and .45 Caliber Autoloading 
Pistol Test Results 
Thinking about switching to an 
autoloading pistol? This National 
Institute of Justice report on 20 dif¬ 
ferent models—9mm and .45s— 
found that the majority were not 
combat-ready right out of the box. 
Find out what standards your 
weapon should meet—before you 
stake your life on it. BVi x 11, soft- 
cover. tables, 96 pp $8.00 


SCREW UNTO OTHERS 
Revenge Tactics for All Occasions 
Watch out! The Master Trickster is 
back with over 140 mischievoustac- 
tics custom-designed for thatspecial 
someone who has made your life 
miserable. This revenge manual 
shows how to use technology, ma¬ 
nure, newspapers, and more to help 
you savor your vengeanceand leave 
you chortling! Choose your victim 
with care ... then give him hell! For 
enferfa/nmenf purposes only! 5% x 
8Vi, hardcover, 240 pp. SI 6.95 


ACTION CAREERS 
Employment in the High-Risk 
Job Market 

by Ragnar Benson 
The woods are full of people who 
wish they had taken a shotat adven¬ 
ture when they had the chance. But 
it's not too late. Adventurer Ragnar 
Benson details 24 action-packed 
careers, including PI. bountyhunter, 
stunt man. gunrunner and rodeo 
cowboy, and how to break into them 
5’A x 8’ 2 , hardcover, 360 pp. $17.95 


WHAT ARE YOU MISSING? 

Get all the facts-Paladin Press carries over 300 books-many of 
which can not be advertised in this magazine! Send for your copy of 
our 50 page catalog that describes all our titles. 

Are you looking for books on Explosives & Demolitions, Locksmithing, 
New I.D., Silencers and other unique subjects? Find the books you 
want in the Paladin Press book catalog. 
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Call TOLL FREE for credit card orders: 
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day, 7 days a week. Call from any state 
but Alaska. Send $1.00 for 50-page 
CATALOG of 300 titles ffree with order.! 


| Please send me Ihe fallowing titles: 

I- 


Don’t miss out, we publish new books every two months! Send for | Payment: a Check or Money Order, □ VISA, □ MasterCard. 
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1307-CAT, Boulder, Colorado 80306. (303)443-7250. 

™ MAMF 


MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 

PALADIN PRESS • P.O. BOX 1307 < 


DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 

BOULDER, CO 80306 • (303) 443-7250 


- Please include 
$3.00 postage 
_and handling 
























C ANADIAN 
VIETNAM 
VETS 

SNUBBED... 

Last June a group of 
Canadians who fought 
in Vietnam as members 
of the U.S. forces asked 
the Canadian Legion to 
place plaques 
commemorating 
Canadian Vietnam 
veterans on cenotaphs 
in the province of 
Manitoba. The 
Canadian Legion turned 
down the proposal, and 
one legionnaire was 
quoted as saying, “We 
want no plaques in 
memory of 
mercenaries.” 

This didn’t sit well 
with James Anderson, 
editor of the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars Magazine, 
who wrote and asked if 
Americans who served 
in the Royal Canadian 
Air Force during World 
War II should be called 
mercenaries as well. 

Officially the 
Canadian government 
does not recognize 
those citizens who 
fought in wars where 
Canada did not 
participate. The number 
of Canadians who 
fought in Vietnam is 
unknown, but estimates 
range from a low of 
hundreds to several 
thousand. It has long 
been said that Canada 
provided us with some 
of their best — and we 
provided them with our 
worst — during the 
Vietnam War. 

SOF would like to 
correct the 
misconceptions from 
which the Canadian 
Legion and Canadian 
government seem to be 
operating, and therefore 
would like to solicit from 
our readers in Canada 
the names and current 
locations of any 
Canadian Vietnam 
veterans. We’ll contact 
them for a feature on 
why Canadians fought 
in Vietnam. 


BULLETIN 
BOARD 




SOF Editor/Publisher Bob Brown (right) and 
Colonel L.H. “Mike” Williams (left), a former 
officer in the armies of the United States and 
Rhodesia and an SOF contributor, spent a week at 
Colorado’s Keystone Resort learning to ski the 
“Mahre Way.” Phil and Steve Mahre, medalists 
from the 1984 Winter Olympics in Sarajevo, have 
set up shop at Keystone in Summit County, 
Colorado. Courses run from November through 
June and last three to five days. Cost ranges from 
$275 to $650. For more information, contact 
Keystone Resort at (303) 468*2316. 


A SPADE IS A SPADE 

AND A RED IS A RED... 

A ROT (Right on Target) Award to TV Guide for 
its 19 March comment on Ted “Mouth of the 
South” Turner’s special on the Soviet Union. It 
read: “From Ted (‘Goodwill Games’) Turner comes 
a love song to the USSR. Portrait of the Soviet 
Union is seven hours of propaganda .. thinly 
disguised as a documentary series. Roy Scheider 
provides the flowery narration. Gorbachev’s press 
agents could have written it. For instance, 
straight-faced segments claim that ‘freedom of 
religion is enshrined in the Soviet constitution,’ but 
don’t look for any mention of Soviet Jewry here.” 


£>REMLINS 

One worked his way into our 
photo files in March, and Managing 
Editor Jim Graves’ chortles over 
salvaging a photograph out of his 
leftover material from the Grenada 
operation in 1983 turned to chokes 
when Army Sergeant Jon E. Long 
called. 

Long was convinced the photo 
was his, and when Graves compared 
Long’s previously published shot 
(Army Times , 13 November 1983) 
with the March ’88 SOF cover, he 
agreed. Sometime between February 
1984 and January 1987, while 
Graves was assigned to Washington 
as bureau chief and out of the SOF 
office loop, Long’s unmarked photo 
was mistakenly filed with Graves’ old 
Grenada art. 

Our apologies to Sgt Long, now 
Photographic Section NCOIC of the 
7th SFG(A) Signals Company. Since 
Sgt. Long was on active duty when 
he shot the photo, and still is today, 
he can’t accept payment for the 
photo. However, we’ll gladly 
contribute the standard $500 cover 
photo fee to the charity of his choice 
as well as sign him up for a one-year 
complimentary subscription to SOF. 


y AFGHANISTAN UPDATE 

SOLDIER 
of FORTUNE 



Captain David Koch Arana, a close 
friend of SOF Technical Editor Peter 
G. Kokalis and who appeared on the 
cover of the March ’84 SOF, was 
severely wounded by a mine in 
March while on patrol in El 
Salvador. He has lost one eye but is 
expected to return to the army after 
he recovers. 


Continued on page 8 
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9TH ANNUAL SOF CONVENTION AND EXPO 

September 14-18,1988 
Sahara Hotel, Las Vegas, Nevada 



They say the early bird gets the worm, ?® 

but in 1988 an early bird convention registration ^Ofjf 1 

gets you a One-Year Subscription/Extension to ’ 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine L/4 4. 

That’s a single-copy newsstand value of $36.00. ^ V T\l 

But, that’s not all .... by taking advantage of the early bird registration, you guarantee 
yourself a week of unsurpassed action and adventure. Here’s what’s in store for you: 



1988 SOF CONVENTION EARLY BIRD REGISTRATION FORM 


Hotel Accommodations 

For Room Reservations: Sahara Hotel 1 -800-634-6666 

To receive convention rates, you must advise the hotel 
that you will be attending the SOF Convention. 

The Early Bird Room rate is $48.00/night (plus tax) if 
the room is reserved and the first night's deposit is 
received by June 14, 1988. After that date, the rate will 
be $52.00/night. All room reservations must be made 
by August 11, 1988 to guarantee space in the HQ hotel 

Mail to: SOF 1988 CONVENTION & EXPO 
P.O. BOX 693 
Boulder, CO 80306 


YES! I want to be a part of the SOF 1988 Convention 
and receive my special Early Bird One-Year 
Subscription/Extension to SOF Magazine. 

I understand my registration must be received by July 4,1988. 

□ Payment enclosed — payable to SOF Convention ’88 

□ MasterCard □ VISA 

Card #-- Exp. Date_ 

Signature_ 

(please print) 

Name:_ 

Address:_1_ 

City:_State:_Zip Code:_ 
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Guadalcanal: 

Starvation 


Eric Hammel 


1214 $18.95 1156 $18.95 2113 $19.95 


The way it really was 


KOREA 


3228 S16.95 4473 $18.95 1404 $15.95 3368 $16.95 0901 $17.95 4754 $16.95 * 0075 $17.75 4226 $17.95 1495 $19.95 2287 $pec. ed. 2394 Spec. ed. 
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8219 $7.95 0240 $18.95 4689 $17.95 1255 $19.95 3749 Spec. ed. 0786 $14.95 2162 Spec. ed. 2329 $18.95 1164 $27.95 1032 $12.95 
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Last Days 
of the Third 

Reich 


PLATOON 

LEADER 


CHRISTOPHER DOS'**. ANP 
JOHN MtLER 


THE DAY THEY 

ALMOST 


T„ JPT War 
Against Japan 


John Keegan 
and Andrew Whealuotl 


1842 $19.95 


3384 $19.95 


RICE PADDY 

GRUNT 


JOHN MG 
> BROWN 


V-Inly a powerful few knew what was really happening during 
World War II. For countless others the trenches, beaches and air 
raids made the war just as personal — yet far more deadly. 

The Military Book Club gives you the war from all 
perspectives. From the front lines in Europe and the 
Pacific...to behind the scenes in Washington and 
Berlin. You get “insider” stories, rare photographs 
and more. Battles fought on land, sea and air. Join the 
Military Book Club. And see war as only a few have. 


Tbstimel Det< 
fluid# to Phpt 
and Self-D 


BARTLETT KERR 


3111 $18.95 1776 Spec. ed. tQ349 $7.99 1065 $17.95 


INSIDE THE 
GREEN BERETS 

The Kfrsl Thirty Tears 


THE GRFAT PACIFIC j 
CONFLICT ! 


1438 $24.95 4259 $18.95 1206 $16.95 


with 


tSoft cover ★ Explicit sex, violence and/or language 

^Military Book Club® ”1 

I Garden City, NY 11535 I 

I Yes. please accept my membership application and send me the 4 books marked in the I 
: boxes below, plus my FREE WWII MAPS. Bill me only 98« plus shipping and handling for \ 
I the 4 books, I agree to the Club plan presented in this ad. and understand that I need 
* buv just 4 more books at regular low Club prices any time I want during the next 2 years. " 
No-risk guarantee: If not delighted after examining my 4 selections, I may return the I 
■ books within 10 days at Club expense. My membership will be cancelled and I will owe 
I nothing. No matter what I decide, I may keep my FREE MAPS. 


Here's how the Club Plan works: You’ll get 4 books for only 98c plus shipping and handling and your FREE 
WW II MAPS when accepted as a member. We reserve the right to reject any application. However, once ac¬ 
cepted, if you are not completely satisfied with your introductory books, return them within 10 days at our ex- 

R ense. Your membership will be cancelled and you will owe nothing. The FREE MAPS are yours to keep in any case, 
uge selection: As a Club member, you’ll have over 350 titles to choose from—a tremendous variety of the 
very best military books in print. Many feature rarely seen photos, illustrations 
ana maps. Many books are difficult to find anywhere else. 

How you save money: The Club offers its own complete hardbound editions 
(sometimes altered in size to fit special presses). Club editions save you up to 
30% off publishers’ hardcover edition prices. A shipping and handling charge is 
added to each shipment. 

Club magazine: About every 4 weeks (14 times a year) you’ll receive the free Club 
magazine describing coming Selection(s) and Alternates, In addition, up to 4 times 
a year, you may receive offers of special Selections, always at discounts off pub¬ 
lishers’ prices. If you want the featured Sefection(s), do nothing—shipment will 
be made automatically. If you prefer an Alternate—or no book at all—indicate 
this on the order form and return it by the date specified. You’ll have at least 10 
days to decide. If you have less than 10 days, and you receive an unwanted 
Selection, you may return it at our expense and owe nothing. 

The choice' is always yours: Your only obligation is to take just 4 books at regular 
low Club prices during the next 2 years. You may resign any time after purchas¬ 
ing your 4 books, or continue to enjoy Club membership for as long as you like. 


TWO FULL 
COLOR 

24Mt" x 19 " WW II MAPS 

FREE 

with membership 


(please prinp 


If under 18, parent must sign_ 

Members accepted In U.S.A. and Canada only. Canadian members serviced from 
Canada where offer is slightly different. 


Club editions save you up to 30% off publisher's edition prices quoted above. 
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NORTH. 


TONDEXrtR. 


SBDRD, 


AND HAKIM? 


Y. 


CLANDESTINE ACTIONS, 
OBSTRUCTING JUSTICE, 
DECEMNGTHE AMERICAN 
PUBLIC, DISTORTING 
INFORMATION,MIS¬ 
USING MILLIONS OF 
DOLLARS...THOSECIOWNS 
SHOULD BE INDICTED! 


W HEN A COUP S 
NOT A COUP... 

It was, according to a senior 
South African Defence Force military 
officer in Pretoria, a “rather inept 
effort” at staging a military coup. 

In mid-February, some 280 
members of the Bophuthatswana 
Defense Force, led by political 
opposition leader Rocky 
Melebane-Metsing of the Progressive 
People’s Party, decided that the 
government of President Lucas 
Mangope had to go. 

Unfortunately for Rocky and his 
troops, platinum-rich 
Bophuthatswana has a mutual 
defense pact with South Africa, 
which literally surrounds the widely 
dispersed seven geographical areas 
comprising Bop. 

The very next day, SADF troops, 
Ratel armored cars and helicopters 
led personally by SADF chief 
General Jannie Geldenhuys, 
swooped into the Bop capital of 
Mmabatho and restored Mangope to 
power. 

Although there were a few 
casualties, there were a few lighter 
moments too. In one instance, 
Bophuthatswana’s chief justice had 
just finished eating breakfast on the 
morning of the coup attempt when 
Rocky and seven of his troops burst 
into the judge’s home. “Hi, I’m 
Rocky and I want you to swear me 
in as president of Bophuthatswana,” 


the rebel leader reportedly told the 
chief justice. “Sorry,” came the 
urbane reply. “The constitution does 
not make provision for a coup.” 
Rocky should have taken his coup 
cue from there and just gone home. 

Incidentally, the coup caught 
everyone by surprise, including 
Mangope’s intelligence staff, which is 
comprised mainly of former 
Rhodesian Central Intelligence 
Organization officers. Mangope has 
promised that “heads will roll,” and 
in African politics, that is often 
meant literally. 


M ozambique 
and oz... 

If you think you understand 
Mozambican politics, go to the head 
of the State Department. The good 
guys (RENAMO’s anti-communist 
guerrillas) are giving the bad guys 
(FRELIMO’s communist 
government) such a hard time of 
late that Mozambique has gone to 
(it’s civil service quiz time) 1) the 
Soviet Union, 2) the United States 
or 3) the United Kingdom for 
military aid and training. The answer 
is 2, or 3, or both. 

While the U.S. State Department 
is beating off conservatives who 
want the United States to actively 
support RENAMO, the United 
Kingdom has allowed an outfit 
known as Defence Systems Limited 
(DSL) of London to provide trainers 
to Mozambique for its 
counterinsurgency battalion, which 


helps protect the rail line to 
Zimbabwe. 

DSL, headed by former SAS 
Major Alastair Morrison, naturally 
recruited former Rhodesian Special 
Air Service men for the job in 
Mozambique. It’s a strange 
turnabout, because Rhodesia’s C 
Squadron, SAS, helped form and 
train RENAMO forces in the first 
place. Reportedly at least one 
American is among the trainers, and 
yes, Virginia, the United States is 
providing “non-lethal” military aid to 
Marxist Mozambique. 


H onor 
roll. .. 

EI Salvador/Nicaragua Defense Fund 
contributors: 

Jerry N. Arnold, Mark B. Nelson, 
Desiree Crisafulli, Dr. J.E. Gervay, 
Thomas Hill, Robert J. Redmond Jr., 
Christopher Marquette, Raymond C. 
Fisher — in memory of 101st Airborne 
troopers who made supreme sacrifice 
for their country. Conservative Caucus 
of Lower Delaware. 

Afghan Freedom Fighters Fund 
contributor: 

B. Curt Kingsbury. 

Refugee Relief International Inc. 
contributor: 

Michael A. Mitchell, D.O. — Hominy 
Medical Clinic. 

Our heartfelt thanks go out to these 
people and the numerous other donors 
who requested their names not be 
printed. 


M y good chaps 

IT'S FOUR O'CLOCK!... 

The Far Eastern Economic Review 
(FEER) has got to be pulling our leg. 
Reporting on Pakistan’s dacoits, 
bandits who specialize in 
kidnappings and highway robbery, 
the FEER reported one reason the 
dacoits are growing in numbers is 
because they have a tea bag 
advantage over the good guys. “An 
ordinary tea bag is filled with 
powdered milk and sugar so that 
they (the dacoits) only need to boil 
water. This comes in handy when 
they are escaping from army and 
police patrols. Army units ... have 
to make tea the cumbersome way.” 

Brings to mind an image of 
ragged and sandaled dacoits racing 
over hill and dale closely pursued by 
splendidly turned out and turbaned 
soldiers frozen in step by the cry of 
“Time out. Teatime, chaps.” 


Continued on page 84 
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HEADWEAR 


□ Jungle Hats - US Military Issue - 

■ Brass Screened ^ __■ Chin Strap 

Eyelets 


- MILITARY GOODS CATALOG 




Cartridge Holder Hat Band 
(except Dessert Camo) 


These “Boome Hats" 
are the real thing!! 

Choose between: 

Woodland pattern camouflage. Gl ripstop: 11)0 cotton as used in 

V'tn.im liHiunn-lil ... .SI4.00 each. 

Woodland Pattern camo. army's latest issue: 50% cotton/50% 

nylon Genuine Gl .S12.25 each. 

Desert camouflage; just issued to the U.S. Rapid Deployment 
Forces. 50% cotton 50% nylon: Genuine Gl $14.00/each. 

Dlive Drab (DD) Green; 100% cotton Gl ripstop as used in early 

Vietnam. Genuine Gl.SI 2.25/each. 

Khaki |tan|-1lH) cotton npstuji nude to military specs'. SI 2.25 each. 
The following jungle hats are our finest quality commercially made 
copies at S7.00/each. Select: ’ I Woodland Camouflage Pattern 

Spec,, size: S(7): M(7V J); ' }£ ^ 

] Black 


1987 edition. 84 pages, loaded with genuine 
military clothing, gear and equipment. 
S2.00/each. Free with order. 


r ^^^^steel tags, sped 


C Black Commando 
Dog Tag Set - 

(A Kaufman’s Exclusive): 2 Gl stainless 
si tags, specially treated to be non glare fiat black plus 2 
black (4” and 24 ”) ball chains . jB.00/*eL 

□ Regulation Gl Dog Tags 

set of 2 stainless steel tags and 2 t 


Athletic Bundeswehr 
Tank Top - 

These light weight 100% cot¬ 
ton tank tops are genuine issue 
to the West German military 
troops to wear during physical 
training exercises. “Bunde- V 
sweh r ' (the name of the West 
German Army) is proudly em¬ 
broidered above their crest on the 
front of the shirt This comfor¬ 
table. coot. European tank top is 
stylish, avant-garde, and perfect 
to wear while working out or re¬ 
laxing m the summer sun Brand 
new 

Sizes: XS, S, M. L. XL 
Choose: White, or Black 

shirt .Ml.95/each; 

2 for *23.00. 



L(7^),XL(7 3 /4). 


□ US NavyStyleCommander’s 
Cap with ‘Scrambled 
Egg’ Visor- 

This cap features a mesh back 
and fully adjustable headband i 
to fit all heads comfortably 

Choose: Navy Blue or 
Black S5.75/each. ' 

□ Gl USMC Fatigue Hat-, 

Specify: Woodland Camo or Olive Orab 
(00) Green. S V L Y l. S5.95/each 




set of 2 stainless steel tags and 2 

stainless chains (4” and 24”). .t .... J4.O0/»ft. 

Want us to print them? WE'LL PRINT ANYTHING up to 6 lines and 15 
spaces per line. 

□ Printiig.only SI.50 per tag (S3.00 per set). 

PLEASE, NO DOG TAG IMPRINTING ORDERS BY TELEPHONE. 




□ Angle Head Flashlite - Bi pn rro/*/: 

This is the heavy duty olive z 

drab plastic flashlight issued to all military units. 

The flashlight is waterproof, non-glacei and features 4 
different lenses which can be easily installed or 
removed It can clip onto the belt or suspender 
for hands free operation: operates on 2 
standard D cell batteries and comes 
complete with a spare bulb Brand 
new. sold in the Gl box. 

Specify: Olive Drab (OD) 

Green or Black 
$6.50/each; 

2 for St 2.25 




All In-Stock 
Items Shipped Within 
24 Hours. 


SATISFACTION 

GUARANTEED 


ORDER TOLL FREE 
1 - 800 - 545-0933 

9 to 7 Mountain Time 


— ATHLETIC CAMOUFLAGE 


□ Camouflage T-Shirts - 

50% cotton/50% polyester. Choose from 

□ Woodland Crew (Round) Neck 

□ Tiger Stripe Crew (Round) Neck 
. 1 Desert Pattern Crew (Round) Neck 

Specify Size: S, M. L. XL .. $7.00/each 
or any 3 shirts for SIB.00, 


□JoggingShorts- 

50% cotton/50% polyester 

Sizes are from S to XL. 

Tell us your waist size 

when ordering S6.50/each, 

Woodland Camouflage Pattern 
Oesert Camouflage Pattern 
Olwe Drab (00) Green 



[ 3 Olive Drab (DD) Green -100% cotton, npstop. as used in early Viet¬ 
nam. Current Gl manufacture. Brand New. 

Specify: Jacket or Pants .S30 00/each; S59.Q0/set. 

□ Solid Black - a favorite of SWAT teams, these fatigues were manufac¬ 
tured in the US by a government contractor to military specs. 50% cot¬ 
ton/50% nylon. Regular lengths only (no longs). 

Specify: Jacket or Pants .S32.00/each; S63 00/set. 

□ Tiger Stripe Pattern Camouflage - Commercial Manufacture - these 
are made by a US Government contractor to military specs. The tiger 
Stripe pattern is true. Regular lengths only (no longs). 

Specify: Jacket or Pants.S32.00/each; S63.00/set. 

u Urban Camouflage Pattern - 50% cotton/50% polyester, made to 
gov’t specs, the pattern is identical to the Gl woodland but the colors are 
black, grays and white. Regular lengths only. 

Specify: Jacket or Pants.S32.00/each; S63.00/set. 


Long Lingth* - add $3.00 pants or jacket; $5.75/s€l. 


SHIPPING 


Please include appropriate shipping costs from chart below with each 
order. Amounts shown include costs of postage, packaging, insurance 
and handling. 


These flight jackets are issued 
to m«lita f y fliers and are 
designated Tvpe MAI for inter¬ 
mediate Cold (This means that 
it is the medium weight jarket 
designed for comfort in a temo- 
erature zone of about 20 to 
55 FI Lnok tor the military designation, sizes and stock numbe r s inside the 
left Docket The outer sheM and Iwmq are 100 ovlon making fh» <acke' 
comoiefelv wind and wate'Dree*. T he interlining is 100% onlypsrer iibeM'U 
for the hiohest degree of wa f mth per ounre. This jacket isreversih 1 ® nutside 
in your choice of either sage green or blue and thp inside is surviva 1 ■’renge 
It features two hip Dockets outside as well as mside sewn oen v a renni 
holders plus zippered easv access storage Docket in »he left sleeve This a 
snappy convenient, warm, fully functional jacket and it happens *n h» *he 
latest fashion trend Specify: 

■ Sage Green or Bine Shell - Regilar Lexfth Oily. 

Sizes: XS. S. M. L. XL. 354.75/each. 

■ Black (lyim shelf) ir Camiiflage {50% cittii/50% 

aylti ike It) - Regilar Leigtk Oily. 

Sizes XS. S. M. L. XL. 354.75/each 


WHEN IN NEW YORK CITY VISIT OUR 
ORIGINAL STORE AT 319 W.42ND ST., 
NEAR TIMES SQUARE. 

(PRICES MAY VARY AT NYC STORE) 


Orders up to $10.00 

$3 00 

Orders from $10.01 to 20.00 

3.75 

Orders Irom $ ? 0.01 to 35.00 

4 50 

Orders from $35.01 to 50.00 

5.25 

Orders from $50.01 to 70.00 

6.25 

Orders from $70.01 to 90.00 

7.25 

Orders over $90.00 

8.00 

Canadian Orders-Send Double Amount 

Indicated. 




CAMOUFLAGE 


Camouflage Face Paint - @335025^ 

Each metal tube contains 2 colors of facepaint which can be easily 
removed with soao and water Current military issue. 

Choose: Woodland Camo (green & loam): desert camo (light green & 
sand); snow camo (while & loam). . . S300/lube: 3 tubes lor S8.00 



ARMY&NAVYGOODS 

We’re America s Army and Navy Store!! 

ORDER TOLL FREE-1-800-545-0933 

(505) 293-2300 

Dept. A-306 166D Eubank NE Albuquerque NM 87112 


Commando Camouflage 
Headnet - Spandoflage 


Expandable camouflage mesh fits comfortably on any size head. Cool in 
summer, warm in winter, this revolutionary new mesh material can be 
cut (but will not unravel) to form eye-holes for the comfort of eyeglass 
wearers 

Choose: Woodland Camouflage. Oesert Camouflage or 

Solid 8 Lack.$5.75/ each: 2 lor $11.25 












































P UBLIC ACCESS 
A TWO-WAY 
STREET... 

Sirs: 

I’ve been an SOF 
reader since ’79 when a 
copy was floating 
around the Rhodesian 
Light Infantry’s 
Cranborne Barracks in 
Salisbury, Rhodesia. I’ve 
agreed with your 
positions in the past but 
must now strongly 
disagree with Mr. 
Brown’s public access 
editorial [Command 
Guidance, SOF, 
February ’88]. 

I’m a landowner with 
livestock and have had 
livestock shot, 
equipment damaged 
and property stolen by 
hunters, as have those 
living around me. I’m 
sure a small percentage 
of hunters are the ones 
committing these deeds 
but, as the saying goes, 
one bad apple spoils the 
rest. 

I can’t remember the 
last time a hunter asked 
to cross my land. That 
doesn’t mean they 
haven’t. I’ve heard shots 
and discovered 
four-wheel-drive tracks 
on my property. 

Recently a man shot 
his dad near here. 
Opening day looks 
more like a firefight than 
a sporting event. I wish 
the elk and deer could 
shoot back, then only 
the best hunters would 
be hunting. 

Public access is a 
two-way street, Mr. 
Brown. Hunters have to 
act responsibly — 
perhaps then 
landowners will grant 
them access. 

T.G. 

Eddyville, 

Oregon 



FLAK 



N O MORE 

JABS AT JANE... 

Sirs: 

I 1 m not a man endowed with years of military 
service or military awards and decorations, nor have 
I been involved in any major wars. I have served 
four years in the Royal Air Force and the SAS. My 
military combat experience is exclusive to difficulties 
with the IRA in Northern Ireland. However, I do 
believe that I still maintain the right to express my 
opinions, no matter how inflammatory others may 
find them. 

In the February ’88 FLAK column a Mr. Olson 
appeared to be accusing Jane Fonda of treason in 
reference to her political activism during the 
Vietnam War I feel he not only wronged Ms. Fonda 
in his statement, but indeed wronged democracy 
itself. Wasn’t the Vietnam War fought to defend 
democracy and the right to free speech? 

If these basic rights and freedoms were not what 
the soldiers were dying to defend in a hot and 
grimy arena of hell half a world away, then I fear I 
have lost two American school chums to a senseless 
campaign of futility and uselessness. 

Sir Rossiter B. Channon 
Britain 

There's a point where so-called political activism 
becomes treason . Students protesting on U.S. 
college campuses during the Vietnam War could be 
said to have been engaged in political activism. 

When a U.S . citizen visits the capital of a foreign 
power that the United States is at war with and 
gives aid and comfort to the enemy , as well as 
encourages our troops to desert and makes 
propaganda broadcasts for the enemy, we believe it 
goes beyond political activism and borders on 
treason. Many SOF readers have defended our right 
to free speech and we exercise this right to label 
Jane Fonda an American traitor bitch , just as the 
English labeled “Lord Haw Haw ” a traitor and 
executed him for high treason in 1946 for his 
propaganda broadcasts from Berlin during World 
War II More than a few Vietnam veterans believe 
Fonda should have been tried and hanged as well. 


S OF LEGAL 

DEFENSE FORCE... 

Sirs: 

I was dismayed to learn recently 
that SOF has lost Round 1 in the 
fight over a classified advertisement 
that inadvertently resulted in a 
murder for hire. You and your 
magazine are being held, unfairly I 
believe, to a higher standard than is 
required of other publications. As 
just one example, I direct your 
attention to the following 
advertisement which appeared in the 
Kansas City Times on 5 March 1988 
under the heading Situations 
Wanted: “Security Specialist, Ex. 
Military, 20 yrs. exp. Wants work, 
will escort/deliver, anyone/anything 
worldwide. Bob [phone number].” 

Suppose “Bob” accepts a courier 
job delivering heroin which results in 
a gunfight and the death of a cop? 
Will the KC Times be taken to task 
as SOF was? I’m not an attorney, 
but I’ve read the U.S. Constitution. 
This is a First Amendment issue if 
there ever was one. 

Don’t give up the ship. This fight 
is more than worth the effort. 

Michael L. Pandzik 
Overland Park, Kansas 

I was appalled to see that an ad 
as innocuous as the one you were 
taken to court over could result in 
such a travesty of justice. Your 
“deep pockets” have apparently 
been sought out by some conniving 
and unscrupulous lawyers whose 
actions bring dismay to all thinking 
people. 

This is not a matter of free speech 
or media negligence — it’s a matter 
of good sense and judgment, which 
seem to be in short supply in the 
courts of this land. Though SOF has 
deplored and taken a position 
against conventional terrorists, the 
unprincipled legal terrorists in this 
country are a greater danger, there 
being more of them. If they can find 
a buck in it they’ll be after the 
Marine Corps, Army, Navy and Air 
Force because they train people to 
perform activities that could be fatal 
to enemies of the United States. 
Their interference in the military 
justice system has resulted in 
declining discipline and morale. 
James H. Jensen 
San Mateo, California 
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IMPROVE YOUR FIGHTING SKILLS AND WEAPONS KNOWLEDGE WITH 
THESE DYNAMIC TRAINING TAPES FROM VIPER VIDEO 

* ALL VIDEOS GUARANTEED TO BE OF HIGHEST QUALITY AND PRESENTED BY AUTHENTIC EXPERTS ★ 


MASTERING 

THE DEADLY ART OF 

NINJUTSU 





WITH THESE DYNAMIC VIDEOS YOU CAN 
NOW LEARN THE SECRET FIGHTING 
TECHNIQUES OF THE ANCIENT JAP¬ 
ANESE NINJA WARRIORS. KNOWN AS THE 
"INVISIBLE ASSASINS." BECAUSE OF 
THEIR SKILL AT DECEPTION. SEE WHY 
THE NINJA ARE CONSIDERED THE FIRST 
TRUE GUERRILLA FIGHTERS. PRESENT¬ 
ED BY NINJUTSU MASTER ROBERT 
BUSSEY, ‘THE KING OF COMBAT" 


1. NINJA COMBAT TACTICS VOL. 1 

Teaches all the fundamentals needed to 
physically and mentally develop the Ninja 
Warrior Including stretching, conditioning, break 
fails, kicks, punches, Ninja obstacle course and 
more. 

ftNJA-1 60 min Reg. $69.'* Limited offer $49“ 

2. NINJA COMBAT TACTICS VOL.2 

Teaches stealth (art of invisibility), underwater 
evasion, enemy trap construction, camouflage 
techniques, infiltration of enemy positions 
ttNJA-2 60 min Reg. $69* Limited offer $49* 

3. NINJA COMBAT TACTICS VOL. 3 

Teaches over 100 lethal hand to hand combat 
techniques. Shows how to quickly disable one or 
two attackers with devastating kicks, punches, 
arm locks, joint breaks, choke holds and more 
The ULTIMATE in self protection. 
ttNJA-7 60 min Reg. $69 “ Limited offer $49 * 

4. NINJA WEAPONS TACTICS VOL. 1 

Teaches the lethal techniques of The Hanbo {4’ 
staff) used to this day by the Japanese Police as 
their number one weapon. Also includes fighting 
techniques of the ancient BO {6' staff), and 
deadly YAWARA (6" palm stick). 

#NJA-3 60 min Reg. $69 95 Limited offer $49“ 

5. NINJA WEAPONS TACTICS VOL. 2 

Teaches the feared Tekagi which are steel tiger 
claws wom on the hands by Ninja to tear their 
attackers to shreds. Also includes throwing tech¬ 
niques of the Shuriken (Ninja Stars), and Ninja 
Blow Gun techniques. 

ftNJA-4 60 min Reg. $69“ Limited offer $49 * 

6. NINJA WEAPONS TACTICS VOL. 3 

Mastery of the Ninja Sword is now yours. Teach¬ 
es over 100 sword combat techniques against 
any attack. Also teaches never seen Ninja net 
fighting tactics, and survival rope climbing skills. 
NJA-5 60 min Reg. $69“ Limited offer $49 “ 

7. NINJA WEAPONS TACTICS VOL. 4 

Teaches Ninjutsu knife fighting skills which have 
to be the most brutal and effective techniques 
ever witnessed. Turns your blade Into the ultimate 
self-protector. Also includes numerous disarm¬ 
ing techniques against a gun-weilding attacker. 
NJA-6 60 min Reg. $69* Umited offer $49 “ 

8. NINJA MAN EXCLUSIVE 
VIDEO INTERVIEW 

Meet world renowned Ninjutsu Master Robert 
Bussey up close in this exclusive video interview 
Gives great insight into the history of the myster¬ 
ious Ninja Warriors. 

NJA-0 60 min Reg. $69* Limited offer $49* 


★ NINJA SPECIAL! 

ORDER ALL 8 TAPES PAY FOR ONLY 5 
GET 3 FREE1 YOU SAVE $150. SEND ONLY 
$274.°°! Includes shipping. 


GREEN BERET 
SPECIAL FORCES 
COMBATIVES 


HIGH RANKING ARMY GREEN BERET, 
BLACK BELT, AND VIETNAM VETERAN, 
JIM WEBB TEACHES YOU THE NO- 
NONSENSE FIGHTING TECHNIQUES OF 
AMERICA'S ELITE MILITARY FIGHTING 
CORPS IN THIS EXTRAORDINARY VIDEO 
SERIES. 


1. CLOSE QUARTER HAND TO HAND 
FIGHTING VOL 1 

Officer Webb teaches numerous hand to 
hand techniques designed to drop an attack¬ 
er in his tracks. Includes hand and foot 
strikes, joint locks, neck breaks, choke holds, 
take downs and more. 

#SF-A 60 mm Reg. $69* Limited offer $49* 

2. CLOSE QUARTER HAND TO 
HAND FIGHTING VOL. 2 

Teaches realistic military self-defense tech¬ 
niques against gun and knife weilding 
attackers. Whether in the street or in combat 
the disarming techniques shown may one 
day save your life. 

#SF~B 60 min Reg. $69 * Limited offer $49 * 

3. SENTRY NEUTRALIZATION 

Officer Webb personally teaches you Green 
Beret stealthing and killing techniques for 
taking out enemy guards and sentrys. These 
techniques worked great in Nam against the 
Viet Cong sentrys. 

#SF-C 60 min. Reg. $69* Limited offer $49* 

4. SPECIAL FORCES EXERCISE 
AND CONDITIONING WORKOUT 

Features the complete tough Special Forces 
workout regime designed to physically build 
today's modern warrior 
ttSF-D 60 mm Reg. $69 * Limited offer $49 * 

5. INSIDE THE SPECIAL FORCES 

Officer Webb candidly talks about the mili¬ 
tary’s approach to combat, what it takes to 
become a Green Beret, his experience as an 
interrogator in Vietnam and more. 

#SF-E 60 min Reg. $69 * Limited offer $49 * 


★ SPECIAL FORCES 
SPECIAL! 

ORDER ALL 5 TAPES, PAY FOR ONLY 3, 
Get 2 FREE! 

YOU SAVE $100.°°! SEND ONLY $165.°°! 
INCLUDES SHIPPING. 


MASTERING 
FLYING & JUMP KICKS 

BECOME A FEARED FIGHTER BY LEARN¬ 
ING KARATE’S DEVASTATING FLYING 
AND JUMP KICKS. TAPE SHOWS HOW TO 

USE YOUR LEGS AS EXPLOSIVE PISTONS 
TO WARD OFF ANY TYPE OF ATTACK. 
TEACHES HOW TO OBTAIN TREMEND¬ 
OUS LEAPING POWER FOR KICKING TO 
ATTACKER S HEAD, THROAT, AND STER¬ 
NUM WiTH DEADLY ACCURACY. 

#JK 60 min Reg. $69." Limited offer $49* 

MASTERING 
KARATE BREAKING 
TECHNIQUES 

TURN YOUR HANDS AND FEET INTO 
WEAPONS OF STEEL WITH THIS DYNAMIC 
TAPE. SHOWS HOW TO CONDITION AND 
TOUGHEN YOUR BODY TO PERFORM 
BASIC AND ADVANCED KARATE BOARD 
AND BRICK BREAKING TECHNIQUES. 
WILL ADD TREMENDOUS POWER TO 
YOUR KICKS AND PUNCHES. 

#BR 60 min Reg. $69* Limited offer $49." 


MASTERING 
WEAPONS OF THE 

ORIENT 



DYNAMIC NUNCHAKU VOL 1 

World-renowned Japanese weapons Master 
Tadashi Yamashita teaches you all the funda¬ 
mentals needed to master the Nunchakus. These 
fighting sticks of the Orient can reach speeds 
over 120 mph. Tape includes numerous self- 
defense techniques. 

#YC 60 min Reg. $69 * Limited offer $59 * 

DYNAMIC NUNCHAKU VOL. 2 

Master Yamashita teaches you over 100 advan¬ 
ced Nunchaku self-defense techniques, and 
numerous training drills to make you a true 
expert with this weapon. 

#YD 60 min Reg. $69.* Limited offer $59 * 


KNIFE FIGHTING 

Most valuable tape on knife fighting ever witnes¬ 
sed. Includes drills designed to promote speed, 
power, timing, reflexes, PLUS disarms, sparring 
and more. 

tfPV-E 60 min Reg. $69 * Limited offer $49 * 


FILIPINO STICK FIGHTING 

Teaches how to master the 3' stick as a highly 
effective weapon of self-defense. Also Includes 
advanced double stick techniques and more 
ttPV-F 60 min Reg. $69 * Limited offer $49 * 


HAPKIDO CANE TECHNIQUES 

The Korean art of Hapkido specializes in the 
fighting cane. Tape teaches how to use a walking 
cane as a deadly self-defense weapon. 

#HAP-G 60min Reg. $69“ Limited offer $49* 



BALISONG KNIFE VOL. 1 

Balisong or Butterfly knife is the number one self- 
defense weapon of the Philipmes, Tape In¬ 
clude* history and fundamental techniques of 
this exotic weapon. 

#SONG-1 60 min Reg. $69 * Limited offer $49* 

BALISONG KNIFE VOL. 2 

Intermediate flipping, strikes, and training drills. 

#SONG-2 60 min Reg $69* Limited offer $49* 

BALISONG KNIFE VOL. 3 

Includes advanced flipping, striking, self- 


MASTERING 
JEET KUNE DO 
CONCEPTS 

LEARN THE AUTHENTIC 
FIGHTING ART OF 
BRUCE LEE. 
PRESENTED BY 
RENOWNED 
INSTRUCTOR 
PAUL VUNAK 

JUN FAN KICKBOXING VOL. 1 

Teaches the fundamental kick¬ 
boxing techniques of this tough 
fighting system including condition¬ 
ing, foot work, punches, kicks, spar¬ 
ring, speed, power, training drills 
and more. 

ffPV-A ... 60 min ... Reg $69* 
Limited Offer$49* 


JUN FAN KICKBOXING VOL. 2 

Teaches advanced kickboxing fight¬ 
ing skills that can be used in the 
street or ring. Tape turns your body 
into a fighting machine. 

#P.V-B ... 60 min ... Reg $69* 
Limited Offer $49* 


TRAPPING TECHNIQUES 

Dynamic tape teaches how to fight 
when in very confined and close 
quarters. Shows how to win with 
techniques that manipulate and con¬ 
trol your opponent. 

#PV-C ... 60 min ... Reg $69* 
Limited offer $49 * 


WORLD KARATE 
CHAMPION 

BILL “SUPERFOOT’ WALLACE 

PRESENTS 
BILL WALLACE 
SELF-DEFENSE SYSTEM 

You can now learn undefeated 
Karate Champion BILL WALLACE’S 
unique approach-to self-defense. He 
teaches an easy to learn, no- 
nonsense system that can be master¬ 
ed in no time. Gain confidence by 
ordering today. 

#W4 _60 min ... Reg $69* 

Limited offer $59 * 

BILL WALLACE TOTAL BODY 
WORKOUT 

Follow along as the Champ takes 
you through his weekly workout 
routine designed to build and 
strengthen all muscle groups. In¬ 
cludes flexibility exercises, calis¬ 
thenics. aerobics, weight training and 
more. 

#W9 _60 min. ... Reg $69* 


VIPER VIDEO 

P.O. BOX 5226 

SAN CLEMENTE, CA 92672 


DESCRIPTION & ORDER NO 


CREDIT CARDS ORDER TOLL FREE 
1-800-332-4442; 24 HRS. A DAY 
7 DAYS A WEEK. IN CA 1-714-498-7765 
SEND FOR FREE CATALOG 
OVER 250 VIDEO TITLES 



PAYMENT □ CHECK □ MO □ VISA □ AMEX □ MC □ CASH 

NAME (PRINT) ___ 

STREET:_——-- 

CITY: ___— 

STATE:_ZIP:- 

PHONE' ___ 

CREDIT CARD NO: ___ 

EXPIRATION DATE: _ 

• US Currency Only • NO COD'S* CHECKS HELD UNTIL CLEARED 
OUTSIDE US MUST TRIPLE SHIPPING COSTS 


VIPER 

VIDEO 

SAVINGS 
_i COUPON 
. $ 10.00 
OFF ANY VIDEO 
' VALUED HI SW.k 

- OR HIGHER. UNIT 

- ONE PER TAPE 
DOES HOT APPLY 
TO OTHER OFFERS. 























Mr. Brown, I was rooting for you 
100% during your recent visit to my 
hometown, Houston, Texas. Please 
excuse our news media, most of 
them aren’t worth a hoot in hell. 

We (the men who served) place 
your word and self in very high 
station. Here’s hoping you come out 
smelling like a rose. 

Jack McCleskey 

La Porte, Texas 

I’m sorry to hear about your 
recent lawsuit loss. I feel you should 
be protected under the Constitution. 
Seems it’s true that nobody loves a 
soldier until the enemy is at the gate. 
Keep the faith against the sorry 
bastards! 

M. Wadell 

Upland, Pennsylvania 

I never thought I’d compare 
Robert K. Brown to Larry Flynt or 
SOF to Hustler, but it looks like fate 
has singled you out to go to the 
Supreme Court to win freedom of 
the press. You’ll win in the end, 

Bob. 

Jack Wheeler 

La Jolla, California 

The other day I read an article in 
our local newspaper concerning your 
recent court battle with Mr. Black 
and Mrs. Eimann. Unfortunately I 
read the article while eating 
breakfast and promptly lost my 
appetite. I guess they expect you to 


be psychic or have ESP when you 
run an ad in your magazine. I’m a 
former law enforcement officer and 
after reading the ad didn’t get the 
impression this guy was a hit man. If 
these folks are looking for someone 
to file suit against, the ad gives more 
probable cause to sue the Marine 
Corps than SOF. 

In my opinion you’ll be victorious 
in appellate court. These folks would 
have found someone to do their 
dirty work whether they ran an ad in 
your magazine or not. The excuse 
that if the ad did not appear the 
people would still be alive doesn’t 
make sense. Looking at the plaintiffs 
in the photo [taken after 
announcement of the jury’s verdict] 
that accompanied the article, it 
appears they have gotten over the 
death of their family member quite 
well. I think they have dollar signs 
buzzing around in their brains. 

Hope you get more letters of 
encouragement during this appeal. 
Several of my clients tell me that 
they think the magazine will go 
down the tubes because of this. I tell 
them that this will not happen 
because the government will have 
no one to turn to for current factual 
information on international matters. 
Then I politely tell them to take their 
defeatist opinions and stick them 
where the sun don’t shine. 

David Grimshaw 

Phoenix, Arizona 

SOF supporters have been writing 
and calling by the hundreds. Vd like 
to extend my heartfelt thanks to 
each and every one of you. We will 
prevail! — RKB 


S MALLER CALIBER HAS 
SUPERIOR 
PENETRATION... 

Sirs: 

I feel your magazine is superior in 
every respect to all firearms 
publications. Peter G. Kokalis is a 
very adept firearms evaluator and 
writer. 

There is one very obvious mistake 
in the February ’88 Full Auto. Mr. 
Kokalis writes: “Its 62-grain sharply 
tapered SS109 projectile has a 
hardened-steel penetrator frontal 
core which provides armor 
penetration superior to the M80 
7.62x51mm NATO bullet at greater 
ranges.’’ 

This statement is absolutely false! 
The 7.62mm NATO ball provides 
the superior penetration in any 
medium at “greater ranges.” This is 
one of the only misprints or mistakes 
I’ve found in five years of reading 
your magazine. Also not included 
was the 7.62mm NATO round’s 
better wind-bucking ability. Please 
clear up this situation in your FLAK 
column. 

Scott Daily 
Carlsbad, California 

Technical Editor Peter G. Kokalis 
replies: “At 600 meters both the 
SSI 09 (when fired from a 1:7-inch 
twist barrel) and the M80 projectiles 
will cleanly perforate NATO 
standard, mild steel test plate. 
However, at greater ranges the 
SSI 09 % with its hardened-steel 
penetrator frontal core, will 
outperform the lead-cored M80. The 
heavier M80 bullet is indeed less 
subject to wind drift 

‘7 am no advocate of the 
5.56x45mm NATO cartridge but, 
like it or not, the world's armies 
have largely adopted the small 
caliber, high velocity (SCHV) 
concept ” 


LETTERS 

Your input has made FLAK 
one of SOF’s most popular 
columns. Write and tell us your 
opinion of SOF or any subject 
you consider u/orth our readers’ 
attention. We reserve the right 
to edit for content and brevity. 
Send letters to FLAK, do SOF, 
PO Box 693, Boulder, CO 
80306. yz 
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Proudly Presenting The * . . 


US. Army Commemorative 45 

The first Commemorative .45 ever issued to honor the U.S. Army simultaneously marks the 
retirement of this beloved “Old Warhorse," the M1911A1 Pistol, 
after 75 years of stalwart service. 


between 0001 and 
1911, with the prefix 
"USA" for U.S, Army, 
the military-model .45 


The world's most powerful military automatic pistol 
honors the world's most powerful army! 

A ll the enemies of the Free World in this cen¬ 
tury have heard the mighty roar and felt the 
powerful blast of "Old Forty-Five/' the most 
powerful military-issued pistol in history. 

Three generations of Americans fought with it— 
first against the Kaiser, then against the Fuhrer and 
the Emperor, and twice against the Communists. 

If you were bom between the late 1800s and 
1968, it is the symbol of your time, your day, your 
age. And future Americans will look back on our 
lime, with reverence, as the ".45 Era." 

But now "Old Slabsides" is retiring from the 
battlefields, replaced by the new 9mm pistol, so we 
can fire the same ammo as our NATO Allies who 
don't have the more powerful .45. 

How much longer will the .45 be made? No one 
knows. But while it is, we're proud to salute the 
Americans of the ".45 Era" by issuing a separate, 
firing, commemorative .45 in honor of each of the 
four American armed forces that carried it. 

24-Karat Gold Plating 

The first gun in the series honors our oldest 
service branch, the U.S. Army. When you pick up 
this three pound slab of steel, walnut and gold, 
you'll hold the finest, firing, limited edition .45 ever 
made—especially in this reasonable price category. 

The select burl walnut Herrett's grips gleam as 
you dearly see your reflection in the minor-polished 
slide, receiver, and ten 24-karat gold plated parts. 
As a proper memorial to the Army, patriotic symbols 
and inscriptions are deeply etched and 24-karat gold 
plated across the slide. And your name or that of a 
family member can be engraved on the reverse along 
with other data, to make this gun a lasting, personal 
memorial. 

Limited Edition; Fires .45 ACP 

The worldwide edition limit is only 1,911 guns, 
in honor of the year it was adopted for military use. 
This highly restricted limit guarantees rarity and 
collector value. Even the serial numbers are special. 


This is 

M1911A1, and all parts are interchangeable 
with GKissued guns. It is even fitted with a 
rare and desirable lanyard with gold-plated 
mounts. It fires .45 ACP ammo and could be 
called upon to defend your home and family. 

Each pistol is built by the gunsmiths 
of Thompson/Auto-Ordnance, the company 
founded by General John T. Thompson, who de¬ 
veloped the .45 autoloading cartridge, helped de¬ 
velop the .45 pistol and who invented the Thompson 
Submachine Gun. NRA test firings of their .45 show 
accuracy "significantly better than the average as- 
issued M1911." 

lb proudly wall mount or desktop display' this 
museum quality firearm, a velvet lined, furniture- 
finished walnut case, measuring 14" x 8" x 3" is avail¬ 
able. The glass lid and the concealed lock protect 
your investment from dust and unauthorized han¬ 
dling. 

Three other .45 commemoratives, honoring the 
U.S. Marine Corps, U.S. Navy and U.S. Air Force, 
are also available. Each has different exotic wood 
grips, historical etchings, medallions, lanyard and 
case liner colors and serial number prefixes appro¬ 
priate to each service branch, to make all four .45s 


TO MY SON JOHN JR. 
FROM JOHN R. WfLUAMS-1988 


Personalized engraving available on right side of slide. 
distinctive. Matching serial numbers for all four 
guns are available, as is a master case that holds and 
displays all four cases. The entire set of four is called 
"The Armed Forces Commemorative .45 Collection." 

Satisfaction Guaranteed 

This is available exclusively from The American 
Historical Foundation. When you reserve, you will 
be made a Member. If you do not have a Federal 
Firearms License, we will coordinate delivery 
through your local firearms dealer after your reser¬ 
vation is received here. If you have an FFL, send a 
signed copy with your reservation. Satisfaction is 
guaranteed or you may return it within 30 days for a 

O AHF 


full refund. 

Your ownership and display of this museum- 
grade firearm today — and as a family heirloom to¬ 
morrow—says you're proud of our American mili¬ 
tary heritage. 

RESERVATION 

Satisfaction Guaranteed or Return in 30 days for Full Refund 
To: The American Historical Foundation 
1142 West Grace Street, Dept. D71 
Richmond, Virginia 23220 
Telephone: (804) 353-1812 
TOLL FREE 24 hours: (8001 368-8080 
Yes, I wish to reserve the following firing Armed Forces 
Commemorative .45s, selectively plated with 24-karat gold. 
I will also receive a Certificate of Authenticity and member¬ 
ship in the Foundation. Satisfaction guaranteed. 

_ Entire Series _ Army _ Navy 

_Marine Corps _ Air Force 

0 My deposit (or credit card authorisation) of $95 is enclosed. 
Please Q charge or Q invoke the balance due . 

□ in five monthly payments of $180. 0 in full. 

0 My payment in full is enclosed ($995 per Pistol display 
case, add $85 each). 

0 Please also send the optional walnut display case, at $85 
for each Pistol reserved. 

0 Please personalize my .45, at $25; send the Engraving 
Form at once. 

Name. ..... 

Address . ... . .... 

Daytime Telephone ..... 

For Visa, MasterCard or American Express, please send account 
number, expiration date and signature Virginia residentsadd tax. 
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FULL AUTO 




Text & Photo by Peter G. Kokalts 


Subcaliber 
Conversion Kits 













^JlLLIONS of rounds of .22-caliber 
rimfire ammunition are consumed 
annuaHy in the United States by target 
shooters, hunters and plinkers. No 
other caliber even comes close to the 
popularity of the miniscule .22. And 
with good reason, as ammunition in 
this caliber can still be purchased for 
less than two cents a round, possesses 
excellent accuracy and sufficient ener¬ 
gy to take small game out to 50 yards 
and has a relatively low noise level. 

Application of these attributes to 
machine guns, which spew out 
tremendous quantities of ammo in just 
a few minutes, would seem desirable. 
And in fact, the U.S. Army adopted a 
.22 LR subcaliber conversion kit for its 
Browning .30-caliber machine guns 
more than half a century ago. 

During the late 1950s, Heckler & 
Koch introduced the first of an even¬ 
tual series of four .22 LR subcaliber 
conversion kits, two of which they still 
distribute. All of the H&K subcaliber 
kits are characterized by technical ex¬ 
cellence and precise craftsmanship 
considerably above the meager com¬ 
petition. 

Heckler & Koch .22 LR kits operate 
by means of unlocked, pure blowback 
and fire from the closed-bolt position. 
Each H&K subcaliber kit permits both 
semiautomatic and full-auto fire, and is 
packaged in an attractive felt-lined 
wood carrying case. 

First introduced, and still available, 
was a subcaliber unit for the G1 rifle, 
which is the FN FAL as adopted by the 
Bundeswehr in 1956. This kit will 
operate reliably in all metric FALs. The 
kit consists of a 22-inch barrel insert, a 
bolt and recoil spring group and two 
magazines. The spring-loaded firing 
pin has an unusually large rounded 
head. The front of the recoil spring’s 
guide rod rests in a hollow on top of the 
bolt head. The bolt head, with its 
spring-loaded claw extractor of con¬ 
ventional configuration, can be sepa¬ 
rated from the body if the firing pin is 
pulled fully rearward. A single column 
20-round .22-caliber magazine has 
been installed in the standard metric- 
FAL magazine, which is weighted to 
approximate the loaded weight of the 
magazine with 7.62x51mm NATO 
ammunition. Installation of this unit re¬ 
quires no more effort than sliding the 
barrel insert into the bore and replac¬ 
ing the normal bolt group with the 
operating group provided. In full-auto 
fire the cyclic rate is approximately 800 
rpm. Suggested retail price of H&K’s 
FN FAL subcaliber kit is $551.46. 

Most impressive is the subcaliber 
conversion kit for the G3/HK91 series 
of rifles. Its 19-inch .22-caliber barrel 
insert has a locking ring at the chamber 
end that secures the tube to the barrel 
extension. Using standard G3 maga- 


Heckler & Koch's .22 LR conversion 
kit for the MP5 submachine gun was 
the least successful of the four 
subcaliber kits they have produced, 
and no more than 300 to 400 were 
ever manufactured. They are now a 
collectors' rarity. 

zine bodies (painted light gray to dis¬ 
tinguish them from 7.62x51mm maga¬ 
zines), 20-round .22 LR magazines 
have been installed, again with weights 
to simulate the combat specifications. 

The bolt assembly consists of the 
bolt carrier, bolt body with spring- 
loaded firing pin and sheet-metal ex¬ 
tractor and a guide rod containing the 
unit’s recoil spring, a plastic guide 
sleeve and a set of washers that retain a 
very short buffer spring directly in back 
of the recoil spring. 

When early G3 subcaliber conver¬ 
sion kits were installed in the semiauto¬ 
matic HK91 rifle, if the retracting han¬ 
dle were pulled to the rear, the bolt and 
carrier would travel rearward past the 
hammer and, because there is no sear 


catch for full-auto fire, the hammer 
would pop back onto the primary sear, 
blocking the bolt’s return stroke. This 
problem was solved by welding a 2.5- 
inch extension on to the rear of the bolt 
carrier’s mainspring guide tube, which 
prevents the bolt group from traveling 
past the hammer. All G3/HK91 sub¬ 
caliber conversion kits have been so 
equipped for the last 10 years. This 
does not inhibit their use in a G3. At 
820 rpm, the cyclic rate in full-auto fire 
is close to that of the kit designed for 
the FAL A cleaning kit is also included 
with the suggested retail price of $516. 

Heckler & Koch’s subcaliber con¬ 
version kit for the HK33/93 series rifles 
differs slightly from the others. As these 
rifles are chambered for a .22-caliber 
cartridge (5.56x45mm NATO), no 
barrel insert is required and the unit is 
provided with only a chamber insert to 
accommodate the .22 LR rimfire’s 
case dimensions. Two 20-round 
magazines with plastic collars to fill the 
rifle’s magazine-well are included. A 
2.1-inch extension was also eventually 
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9 STUN GUNS 

by GUARDIAN Security Products 

4001 E. Fanfol. Phoenix. AZ 85028 


AV, 

LIGHTNING A'X 
ZAPPER MB 
STUN 
GUN 


Use Coupon 
Below or 
Call TOLL FREE 


1-800 

527-4434 


ZAPPER 

STUN 

GUN 




NG Av 

/ 



50,000 volts of power! 

This quality stun gun will Instantly 
"scramble" any assailant’s nervous 
system causing immediate, but 
temporary paralysis! By simply 
touching your attacker anywhere, 
he will drop to the ground a helpless 
blob of "jelly" Effective even 
through many layers of clothing. 
Operates on a regular 9-volt battery. 
Measures 6 x 2 x 3/4 inches. 

#A007.$49.95 


This unique stun gun is similar to our 
regular Zapper in a most enlighten¬ 
ing way. In addition to the stopping 
power, it also delivers a burst of high 
intensity light directly into the 
attackers eyes. Chances are that his 
optic nerve will be so overdosed 
with excess light energy that he will 
not be able to see you let alone 
continue the attack. If he does, the 
"Lightning Zapper" delivers its 
painful bite, leaving him dazed and 
confused. 7 inches long. 

#A008.$59.95 


DEFENDER 

STUN 

GUN 


This is one of our most popular 
models. It features a unique curved 
handgrip. This design protects you 
from being attacked from behind. It 
has a full 50,000 volts of power. The 
state-of-the art micro-chip tech¬ 
nology assures you against activator 
switch burn out and loss of voltage. 
The "Defender" is powered by a 
normal 9-volt alkaline battery or a 
rechargeable 9-volt. Comes with a 
handling strap. The "Defender" 
measures 6.5 x 2 x 3/4 inches. 

#WC1.$54.95 


MINI 

ZAPPER 

STUN 

GUN 


PERFECT FOR USE 
AGAINST SNAKE BITES! 

Proven effective - in neutralizing 
snake venom. 

The smallest, lightest stun gun 
available. This gun weighs only a 
few ounces and measures less than 
4 inches , but it packs a 35,000 volt 
bite of stunning power. Uses a 
regular 9-volt battery. 

#UN1.$59.95 


if 

GUN WHAT IS A STUN GUN? 

It gives you greater sense o 

t i/Mir nrt it h 



Full 75,000 volts of power - The 
"Blitzer" stuns & immobilizes. A 
great rape deterrent. Intimidates 
most attackers without contact. 
Membrane safety switch. Shirt 
pocket size. This amazing device 
will temporarily stun and disable 
upon contact to major body parts. 
Measures 6 x 1.5 inches. Powered 
by 9-volt Nicad battery. 

#AC2.$79.95 L 

"IMMOBILIZER" 

STUN AoS* 


WHAT IS A STUN GUN? A legal electrical self-defense device. 
It gives you greater sense of self-security. 

HOW DOES IT WORK? It puts out a high voltage shock. 

Touch it to a person - goes through clothing. 

WHAT EFFECT DOES IT HAVE? Short circuits the muscle 
system. It immobilizes for several minutes. Will not cause 
permanent harm. 

HOW IS IT LEGAL? No license or permit required. It can be 
used as reasonable force to resist attack. You can carry it 
concealed or not. 

WHERE CAN I KEEP IT? Clips to a belt; Fits in a purse; Keep 
one in your car; One in your house; Carry in a holster. 


"FX" 

STUN 

GUN 


The advanced personal protector. 
The FX includes a loud, piercing 
personal alarm siren, a high intensity 
strobe light AND 50,000 volts of non- 
lethal stopping power. It is powered 
by one ikaline 9-vott battery or a 
rechargeable battery. The FX 
measures 7.5 inches long by 2.5 
inches wide. Protect yourself 
against rape, murder, or assault with 
the new space-age "FX" stun gun. 


BT1.$79.95 


DEVICE 


STUN 

BATON 


100,000 volts of stunning and 
immobilizing power! This non-lethal 
Stun Device is visually intimidating 
with its high intensity discharge 
affective up to 20 feet on most 
attackers. This unit is designed for 
law enforcement, guards, watchmen 
or anybody exposed to potentially 
hostile situations. This "Super Stun 
Gun" measures 12 x 1.5 inches. It 
uses 8 AA cell batteries with a 
recharge jack built in. A membrane 
switch is recessed for safety consid¬ 
erations. This one is awesome! 

#AC1.$119.95 


9-volt Battery and 
Charger Kit..$15.95 


A full 50,000 
volts of stopping 
power. The 
Stun Baton 
is 18 inches 
long and comes 
with a wrist 
safety strap. 

The handgrip 
is rubberized 
for easy 
control and 
the entire shaft 
is electrified to 

prevent it being taken away from 
you. Made from space-age plastic. 
Powered by a single 9-volt battery. 

#OM1.$89.95 


Ordering Information: 

By Mail: Use coupon below or separate sheet. Include check, money 
order or credit card information. 

By. Phone: Call 1-800-527-4434. Have all product and credit card 
information ready. Arizona residents call 1 -602-953-2191. Hours 9 AM 
to 5 PM MST Monday-Friday. Sorry, no COD orders accepted. 
Satisfaction Guaranteed! 

We accept VISA, MASTERCARD or AMERICAN EXPRESS 

^ Guardian Security Products Dept, sf- 6 
4001 East Fanfol • Phoenix, AZ 85028 



Number 

Description 

Price 













Charge my: □ MasterCard □ Visa □ Amex SubTotat 

Credit Card Number Shipping 

Tax 

$3.50 

Expiration Date 
| | Check Enclosed 

| | Money Order Total 


















SOLD on SOI 7 ? 

Subscribe & Save! 

^ If you’re still buying SOF at a newsstand, paying 3 bucks a copy... 

^ If you’re buying SOF hit or miss, getting only the copies you remember to pick up... 

^ If you want to be part of SOF’s tough, practical stand on the military... 

^ If you are committed to the principles of freedom and national defense that SOF broadcasts 
for all the world to hear... 

Then you must — must — subscribe to SOF now! 


GET UP TO 9 ISSUES FREE 

Why pay $3 at the newsstand? 

Subscribe now and save over $11 a year, or 
subscribe for two years and save as much as 
$27. 

That’s like getting 9 ISSUES ABSOLUTELY 
FREE! 

GET EVERY ISSUE LIKE 
CLOCKWORK 

Why wait for the newsstand copies to arrive? 
Why make a special trip? Why take chances on 
missing an issue? 

As a subscriber, your personal copy is 
delivered confidentially in a plain brown 
wrapper to your home or office, every month 
like clockwork. 

DON’T MISS OUT ON THESE 
UPCOMING VITAL REPORTS 

• Mujahideen freedom fighters are finally 
winning the war in Afghanistan. SOF has been 
there since day one providing in-depth 
battlefield reporting. Three of our 
correspondents just returned with news on how 
the mujahideen are paying back Ivan with a 
vengeance. 

• Communist NPA forces are growing in the 
Philippines. SOF staffer Gene Scroft recently 
went on patrol with Philippine regular army 
and Scout-Ranger units. Watch for his sitrep 
on that country’s struggle for democracy. 

• Marxists in Angola and Mozambique are 
under a perpetual state of siege. Can the 
freedom fighters reclaim their countries? An 
SOF staffer is currently in Africa watching the 
developments. Stay tuned. 

• We go where other news reporters fear to 
tread. Read SOF for up-to-the-minute coverage 
of the valiant struggle against tyranny. 


DON’T RISK A THING 

You already know what SOF can Deliver. But 
we want to make sure you’re satisfied. That’s 
why we offer our MONEY-BACK 
GUARANTEE. If for any reason you’re 
dissatisfied, just cancel your subscription and 
we’ll refund the unused balance. That’s all 
there is to it. 

STAY INVOLVED 

Join the SOF staff every month and be part of 
the conflicts and controversies throughout the 
world. 

Subscribe to SOF.. .NOW! 







added to the rear of the bolt carrier's 
mainspring guide tube to prevent the 
bolt group from moving past the semi¬ 
automatic HK93’s hammer. Still, this 
unit operated with only marginal re¬ 
liability and it was discontinued after a 
short production run. These kits are 
difficult to locate now and will fre¬ 
quently fetch up to $750. At 900 rpm, 
the cyclic rate is quite high. 

Rarest of all is the subcaliber conver¬ 
sion kit for H&K’s 9mm Parabellum 
MP5 submachine gun, which was in¬ 
troduced in 1970. This unit consists of 
a barrel insert, two 20-round maga¬ 
zines with plastic collars and a bolt 
group that replaces the MP5’s single¬ 
coil recoil spring with two nested coil 
springs. This latter modification re¬ 
duces the cyclic rate to 650 rpm. But 
unfortunately the MP5 conversion kit 
is prone to continual stoppages. With 
every two or three magazines, an emp¬ 
ty case will fail to extract and the bolt 
will travel rearward and then forward, 
stripping another round from the 
magazine and attempting to chamber 
it. Sometimes this stoppage is easy to 
clear, but all too often the empty case 
or loaded cartridge will either wedge 
into some inconvenient location in the 
bolt group or drop down into the trig¬ 
ger group, requiring disassembly of the 
weapon. 

As the MP5 kits never performed in 


“H&K subcaliber 
kits are 

characterized by 
technical excellence 
and precise 
craftsmanship.” 


a totally satisfactory manner, series 
production ceased after no more than 
300 to 400 were manufactured. Until 
recently, MP5 kits were rarely, if ever, 
seen in the United States. In Novem¬ 
ber 1987,137 of these MP5 subcaliber 
conversion kits were obtained from a 
West German police agency and im¬ 
ported to the United States. Most have 
already been scooped up by eager col¬ 
lectors, but a few remain. They can be 
purchased for $850 from Billistics, Inc. 
(Dept. SOF, PO Box 944, Wallingford, 
CT 06492; phone 203-269-3365). 

Heckler & Koch has developed pro¬ 
totype subcaliber conversion kits for 
both the Ml6 and Kalashnikov. It is 
unlikely that they will ever reach series 
production. 


Fire only high-velocity .22 LR rim- 
fire ammunition of the best quality 
through these subcaliber kits. I suggest 
either Remington or Winchester Super 
X. Never use standard or hyper veloc¬ 
ity ammunition. 

Neither the HK33 nor MP5 units will 
operate successfully in the three-shot 
burst mode, as the counter mechanism 
provides too much resistance during 
the recoil cycle. Although the weight 
and handling characteristics are similar 
to those of the full-caliber weapon, 
none of these units approximates the 
weapon’s recoil impulse in the caliber 
for which it is actually chambered. 

All .22 LR rimfire ammunition is 
dirty. Lubricant from the bullets, car¬ 
bon fouling and unbumt grains of pro¬ 
pellant combine to sludge up the works 
in short order, especially in machine 
guns, which consume large quantities 
of ammunition and whose reciprocat¬ 
ing components move at high speeds. 
Be prepared to fieldstrip and clean the 
weapon frequently (at least every 400 
to 500 rounds) if you want maximum 
performance. 

If maintained properly, both the G1 
and G3 kits will offer trouble-free op¬ 
eration. They can be enjoyable and 
cost-effective. But in my opinion, sub¬ 
caliber conversion kits offer few, if any, 
advantages for training military or law 
enforcement personnel. ^ 



The book about Vietnam produced by 
the Vietnam publishers. 


A unique look at America’s experience in Vietnam in its entirety 
produced by the editors of Boston Publishing Company, who 
brought you The Vietnam Experience, the landmark twenty- 
five-volume illustrated history of the war. IPs the only book 
about Vietnam you’ll ever need! 


Printed to last with 352 pages, 
hardbound, 9 x 11 trim size, 
high-quality acid-free paper. 

Nearly 200 of the best 
photographs we’ve seen of the war, 
many in full color and some rarely 
or never before published. 


■ Authoritative 85,000-word text, 
with gripping personal accounts 
of key participants, including 
Vietnam veteran-journalist A1 
Santoli, former CBS anchorman 
Walter Cronkite, Congressman 
Morris Udall, and Medal of Honor 
recipient Sam Davis. 

Order today for $39.95. Call toll-free 1-800-331-6902, 
fill out and return the form below, or see your local bookseller. 

Co-published with W.W. Norton & Co. 

Return to: Boston Publishing Co. 306 Dartmouth St. Boston, MA 02116 


□ Yes! Please send me The American Experience inVietnam and bill me for 
$39.95 plus $2.75 postage and handling. 

□ Enclosed is my payment; I understand you’ll pay shipping and handling. 

□ Check (payable to Boston Publishing Co.) 

□ VISA □ MasterCard □ American Express 

Initials _ Exp. Date _ 

Account #_ 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


CITY / STATE / ZIP 
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THE COMPLETE BOOK OF U.S. SNIPING 

by Peter R. Senich 

The American military sniper—he stands as a solitary figure in our nation’s history of fighting 
strategy. In this volume, for the first time, serious military students and martial arms collectors 
can trace American sniping materiel from its infancy to the sophisticated systems currently in 
use. With almost 400 photos, plus information gleaned from original reports, official corres¬ 
pondence and the personal archives of those within the military establishment, Peter Senich 
documents the chronological development of both the United States Army and Marine Corps 
sniper arms and related optical sights—from the Civil War era through the conflict in 
Vietnam, where first-class sniper training clearly demonstrated the value of precision marks¬ 
manship. Drawn from the classics Pictorial History of U.S. Sniping and Limited War Sniping, 
this huge volume contains hundreds of new photos. This is the definitive volume on U.S. 
sniping. 8 Y 2 x 11, hardcover, 375 photos, 288 pp. $34.95 


EQUIPMENT PERFORMANCE 
REPORT 

.38 and .357 Caliber Revolver 
Test Results 

A properly functioning weapon can 
mean the difference between life 
and death. The National Institute of 
Justice tested Charter Arms, Sturm 
Ruger and Smith & Wesson re¬ 
volvers against its minimum per¬ 
formance requirements for the .38 
and .357. 816 x 11, softcover, 

tables, 96 pp. $8.00 


GET EVEN: 

The Complete Book of Dirty Tricks 

A hilarious overview of the methods 
people use to get even withbig busi¬ 
ness, government and enemies. 
More sophisticated and involved 
tricks are included, such as ones 
devised by CIA and Mafia members 
and political dirty tricksters. Over 80 
.sections present dirty tricks ranging 
from the simple to the elaborate. For 
entertainment only! 5 ’6 x 816, hard¬ 
cover, 192 pp, $16.95 


AUTOMATICS: FAST FIREPOWER, 
TACTICAL SUPERIORITY 

by Duncan Long 

Combat pistols. Hideaways. Target 
pistols. They’re all covered here. 
Find out how to pick the best pistol 
for you. Included are the pluses and 
I minuses of dozens of pistols, rec- 
! ommendations for the best ammo 
for various calibers, specifications, 
field-stripping procedures and ac¬ 
cessories info. 8 Vi x 11 , softcover. 
168 pp., photos. $14.95 


THE GOOD BOOZE 
RECIPE AND COOKBOOK 

by lames C. Krohn, Ph. D. 
Really good booze—not that com¬ 
mercial stuff—is easy to make. 
Author Jim Krohn lays it all out for 
you; setting up the still, equipment 
you need and the "secret" tech¬ 
niques for making your own clear 
sugar aiky. Flavor it to create your 
favorite potion—gin, bourbon, vodka 
or fruit-flavored liqueurs—and then 
enjoy! 5’6 x 8 ' 6 , softcover, 48 pp. 

se.oo 


MAKING SPIES 
A Talent Spoiler’s Handbook 

by H.H.A. Cooper and L I, 
Redlinger 

A Russian on Wall Street Homosex¬ 
uals in the NSA. An American in the 
skies of Russia. An Israeli in Egypt, 
posing as a former Nazi. Is this for 
real 7 Absolutely. These are spies— 
people at ali levels of society who 
ferret out secrets. Know thescience 
of making spies and why you never 
wish to become like James Bond. 
516 x 8 ’> 6 . hardcover, UBU |ip $16.95 


FIREARMS 

FOR 

SURVIVAL 


THE COMPLETE BLADESMITH 
Forging Your Way to Perfection 

by Jim Hrisoulas 

Ever wanted a knife you could truly 
say is yours? Make it! Written by a 
master bladesmith, this book leads 
you to your own forge and along the 
path to the perfect blade. Whether 
you want a tanto. cable dagger, 
Damascus broadsword, or a simple 
high-carbon steel utility knife, it’s all 
here. 8 Vi x 11, hardcover, 58 photos, 
101 illus., 192 pp. $25.00 


FIREARMS FOR SURVIVAL 

by Duncan Long 

Cut through the manufacturers’ 
hype and hot air of gun-shop com¬ 
mandos with the first complete book 
on this subject since 1976. Firearms 
expert Duncan Long rates the best 
guns for hunting, self-defense and 
combat, and shows how to avoid 
spending too much on firearms. 
Firearms for Survival is a book you 
may not be able to live without. 816 x 
11, softcover. 136 pp., 115 photos. 

$16.95 


HC.JW TOGF1 ANYTHING 
ON ANYBODY 

by Lee Lapin 

Get the goods on others with this 
encyclopedia of advanced investi¬ 
gative and surveillance techniques. 
Here are expert ways to secretly bug 
any target! Info on lock-pick tech¬ 
nology, how polygraphs and voice 
lie detectors can be tricked and 
much more, including more than 
100 sources for equipment and 
superspy systems. BY? x 11, soft- 
cover, illus., 264 pp. $30.00 


SPECIAL FORCES OPERATIONAL TECHNIQUES 

In every respect, except for our weatherproof cover and 
handy pocket size, this is an exact reprint of the famous Army 
Field Manual 31 -20. (All illustrations and every one of the 535 
pages of vital info are included.} Whether you’re involved in 
non-nuclear or nuclear warfare, unconventional warfare or 
counterinsurgency ops. this manual covers what you need to 
know. Improvised weapons,intelligence, psychological ops, 
communications, logistics, survival, infiltration. Special 
Forces field maneuvers, demolition, raids and ambushes, 
amphibious air ops, and more are covered, 4x5, softcover, 
illus., glossary, index, 535 pp. $16.95 


RAGNAR’S TEN BEST TRAPS 
And a Few Others that Are Damn 
Good, Too 

by Ragnar Benson 
Nab every conceivable fish, fowl 
and beast—including man—wiih 
Ragnar's all-time best traps, traps 
that are little-known yet easy to 
build, easy to maintain, and guaran¬ 
teed to consistently produce Here's 
your chance to make money selling 
pelts, eat cheap and well or nd your- 
self of a nasty pest 5'^ x 816. soft- 
cover, photos. illus.. 136 pp $ 10.00 


RAGNAR'S 

TEN BEST 
TRAPS 

A«> * 

Damn i, t 

Good ** } 

Tt»o 1- 


Ik Hpprt vsb Liber 
1 hr lllusirah'd llislnn 
ol lhr I.S. Aroii 
Sprrial Tom s 


MAKE 
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DE OPPRESSO LIBER 
The Illustrated History of 
the U.S. Army Special Forces 

by Leroy Thompson 
"To liberate trom oppression." The 
Green Beret motto reflects the goat 
of this elite fighting force and its tra¬ 
dition of honor, traced here from 
WW II to the eighties. Hundreds of 
rare and unusual photos highlight 
the men, the camps, the missions— 
the heart and soul of the Green 
Berets. 816 x 11, hardcover, 165 
phalos, 152 pp $24.95 


MAKE MY DAY! 

Hayduke’s Best Revenge Techniques 
for the Punks in Your Life 

by George Hayduke 
Hayduke is back and meaner than 
ever with this all-new bag of bully- 
busting tricks. Hundreds of ideas 
from readers who rallied toGeorge’s 
stirring cry ("Do unto others before 
they get unto you") fill this antic 
anthology that will amazeand amuse 
you. Make My Day! is intended for 
entertainment purposes only. 5 Yi x 
8 ’/ 2 , hardcover, 224 pp. $16.95 


SWAT TRAINING AND 
EMPLOYMENT 

by Steven Mattoon 
Your SWAT team can be the besf, 
able to handle any tactical operation 
With this manual, any unit can 
perfect its mission to serve and 
protect, From personnel selection 
and construction of training facili¬ 
ties to methods of forced entry, 
concealment, multistory-building 
operations, hostage rescue and 
leadership, this manual has.it all. 8’6 
x 11, softcover, illus., 152 pp. $14.00 


THE RESCUERS: THE WORLD’STOP 
ANTI-TERRORIST UNITS 

by Leroy Thompson 
No one—and no country—is im¬ 
mune to terrorism anymore. And 
that's where hostage rescue units 
(HRUs) come in. The FIRST and 
ONLY book on HRUs, The Rescuers 
covers the training, ops, weapons 
and equipment of 50-* units. Five 
classic rescues bring to life a unit’s 
anti-terrorist tactics. 516 x 816, hard¬ 
cover, photos, glossary, index, 
240 pp. $17.95 


THE MINI-14 

The Plinker, Hunter, Assault, and 
Everything Else Rifle 

by Duncan Long 

The Mini-14 is the most versatile 
modern riffe, used by homeowners, 
hunters, survivalists, law enforce¬ 
ment agencies, and military forces, 
j An infinite number of Mini-14s may 
be constructed with the many mar¬ 
keted accessories. Here is the Mini¬ 
m's history, model specifications, 
| and much more. 516 x 816, softcover, 
58 pholEK, 120 pp. $10.00 


DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED! 


— WANTED — 

ORIGINAL MANUSCRIPTS ON MARTIAL ARTS, 
SURVIVAL, MILITARY SCIENCE, WEAPONRY, 
REVENGE AND OTHER RELATED SUBJECTS. 
SEND A COPY OF THE MANUSCRIPT TO 
PALADIN PRESS, P.O. BOX 1307, BOULDER, 
COLORADO B0306. 


MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE! 
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OTHER FASCINATING TITLES 


SPIES & FINDING ANYONE 


WIRETAPPING AND ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE .. $10.95 
COVERT SURVEILLANCE & ELECTRONIC 

PENETRATION. $10.95 

BIG BROTHER GAME. $20.00 

HOW TO FIND ANYONE ANYWHERE. $19.95 

HOW TO AVOID ELECTRONIC EAVESDROPPING 

AND PRIVACY INVASION. $12.95 

HOW TO FIND MISSING PERSONS: A HANDBOOK FOR 

INVESTIGATORS. $ 9.95 

THE SECRET SCIENCE OF COVERT INKS . $12.00 

MAKING SPIES: A TALENT SPOTTER'S HANDBOOK... $16.95 
TOP SECRET: A CLANDESTINE OPERATOR’S 

GLOSSARY OF TERMS. $10.00 

SECRET AGENT I. $34.95 

UNDERCOVER WORK: A COMPLETE HANDBOOK .. $ 9.95 
SHADOWING AND SURVEILLANCE: A COMPLETE 

GUIDEBOOK. $ 9.95 

LEGAL INVESTIGATION TRAINING MANUAL. $35.00 

FINDER'S FEE: THE SKIP TRACER’S TEXT. $19.95 

YOU CAN FIND ANYONE!. $11.95 


GUERRILLA WARFARE 


HANDBOOK FOR VOLUNTEERS OF THE IRISH 

REPUBLICAN ARMY. $ 4.00 

150 QUESTIONS FOR A GUERRILLA. $ 8.00 

AMBUSH AND COUNTER AMBUSH. $ 6.00 

GUERRILLA WARFARE . $ 6.00 

WE SHALL FIGHT IN THE STREETS.$ 7.00 

TOTAL RESISTANCE . . $14.95 

SECRET FREEDOM FIGHTER: FIGHTING TYRANNY 
WITHOUT TERRORIZING THE INNOCENT. $ 8.95 


WEAPONS 


WALTHER P 38 AUTO PISTOL 

CAL 9MM PARABELLUM . S 5.00 

THE AR-15/M16: A PRACTICAL GUIDE. S16.95 

THE MINM4: THE PLINKER, HUNTER. ASSAULT. 

AND EVERYTHING ELSE RIFLE. S 10.00 

MODERN BALLISTIC ARMOR: CLOTHING. BOMB BLANKETS, 
SHIELDS. VEHICLE PROTECTION ... EVERYTHING 

YOU NEED TO KNOW. S 8.00 

THE PARABELLUM AUTOMATIC PISTOL. $ 6.00 

FIGHTING GARAND OWNER’S MANUAL. S 9.95 

COMBAT AMMUNITION: EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO 

KNOW. SI 9.95 

GUN GRABBERS. S14.95 

BULL’S-EYE: CROSSBOWS BY RAGNAR BENSON .. SI0.00 
AUTOMATICS: FAST FIREPOWER. TACTICAL 

SUPERIORITY. SI 4.95 

ASSAULT PISTOLS. RIFLES AND SUBMACHINE 

GUNS. SI9.95 

THE BAYONET: AN EVOLUTION AND HISTORY.$24.95 

U S. CUSTOMS UNCONVENTIONAL WEAPONS 

•LOOKOUT’’ MANUAL. $ 6.00 

SPECIAL FORCES FOREIGN WEAPONS 

HANDBOOK . $24.95 

SHOTGUN IN COMBAT. SI0.00 

SELECT FIRE 10/22. S10.00 

FIGHTING RIFLE . S16.95 


SELF-DEFENSE 


COMMANDO FIGHTING TECHNIQUES. S12.00 

PRINCIPLES OF PERSONAL DEFENSE. S 5.00 

GET TOUGH. SI6.95 

NO SECOND CHANCE' DISARMING THE ARMED 

ASSAILANT. SI2.00 

SAVE YOUR HIDE' TOOLS FOR SELF-DEFENSE .... S 7.00 
BLACK MEDICINE III LOW BLOWS. S10.00 


FOR CONVENIENT RETAIL 
ORDERING 

VISA OR MASTERCARD, CALL TOLL FREE 

7 days a week, 24 hours a (Jay 
1-800-642-8300, ext. 24. 

Callfrom any stale hul Alaska. 


REVENGE & HUMOR 

TECHNIQUES OF HARASSMENT: HOW THE UNDERDOG 


GETS JUSTICE. S16.95 

GET EVEN 2: MORE DIRTY TRICKS FROM THE MASTER 

OF REVENGE. $16.95 

1 HATE YOU! AN ANGRY MAN'S GUIDE TO 

REVENGE . $16.95 

B.S.ING: THE SECRETS OF SUCCESS IN THE 

BUSINESS WORLD. $12.00 

SALOON SURVIVAL . $ 6.00 

THE REVENGE BOOK. $ 8.00 

THE CARE & FEEDING OF TENANTS. S 6.95 

DIVORCE DIRTY TRICKS. $14.95 

MAD AS HELL: A MASTER TOME OF 

REVENGEMANSHIP . $16.95 

TENANT'S REVENGE: HOW TO TAME YOUR 
LANDLORD. $ 6.95 


NEW I.D. AND MONEY 


PRIVACY: HOW TO GET IT. HOW TO ENJOY IT. $18.95 

CONSTRUCTION OF SECRET HIDING PLACES . $ 8.00 

GUERRILLA CAPITALISM: HOW TO PRACTICE 
FREE ENTERPRISE IN AN UNFREE ECONOMY .... $10.95 

FLIMFLAM MAN; HOW CON GAMES WORK.$16.95 

MONEY FOR NOTHING: RIP-OFFS, CONS AND 

SWINDLES. $16.95 

SAVE YOUR LICENSE. $14.95 

METHODS OF DISGUISE. $12.00 

HOW TO HIDE ANYTHING. S10.00 

ARMCHAIR MILLIONAIRE. S 8.95 

ALL ABOUT CARNIVALS: CARNY CONS. $ 6.00 

TAX HAVENS IN THE CARIBBEAN. $ 8.00 

GUERRILLA TACTICS IN THE JOB MARKET: HOW TO 

WIN THE JOB OF YOUR LIFE. $17.95 

DISGUISE TECHNIQUES: FOOL ALL OF THE PEOPLE 
SOME OF THE TIME. $ 8.00 


MILITARY SCIENCE 


GERMAN ASSAULT RIFLE 1935-1945 . S39.95 

PHYSICAL TRAINING OF THE SOVIET SOLDIER. S 8.00 

SOVIET AiRBORNE FORCES. S 8.00 

NIGHT FIGHTER’S HANDBOOK. $10.00 

COMBAT SKILLS OF THE FIGHTING SOLDIER.$14.95 

RANGER HANDBOOK. S 8.00 

PATROLLING AND TRACKING. S 5.00 

COMBAT TRACKER & TRACKER DOG TRAINING & 

EMPLOYMENT. $10.00 

THE SCOUT . S 6.00 


SNIPING 

U S ARMY SNIPER TRAINING MANUAL.S14.95 

THE GERMAN SNIPER 1914-1945. S49.95 

SNIPING-U S MARINE CORPS. S10.00 

COUNTER SNIPER GUIDE. S 5.00 


ACTION CAREERS 


FIND 'EM FAST: A PRIVATE INVESTIGATOR’S 

WORKBOOK. $12.00 

CAREERS IN SECRET OPERATIONS: HOW TO BE A 

FEDERAL INTELLIGENCE OFFICER.S 8.95 

PRACTICAL GUIDE FOR PRIVATE 

INVESTIGATORS. $12.00 

DETECTIVE'S PRIVATE INVESTIGATION TRAINING 

MANUAL.;. $14.95 

KEEP'EM ALIVE: THE BODYGUARD'S TRADE . $10.00 

DEAD CLIENTS DON’T PAY: THE BODYGUARD’S 

MANUAL . $12.00 

BOUNTY HUNTER. $12.00 

OBTAINING YOUR PRIVATE INVESTIGATOR'S 

LICENSE. $ 8.00 

JOB OPPORTUNITIES IN THE BLACK MARKET. $10.95 

JOBS THAT SUCK . . . AND SOME THAT DON'T.$10.00 


SURVIVAL 


BEAT THE ODDS: TIPS FOR DAY-TO-DAY 

SURVIVAL. $10.00 

SURVIVAL RETREAT: A TOTAL PLAN FOR RETREAT 

DEFENSE. $ 8.00 

FROM THE KILL TO THE PACKAGE :.$ 6.95 

SURVIVAL POACHING. $16.95 

HARD-CORE POACHING. S12.00 

SURVIVAL MEDICINE: NATURE'S WAY. $ 8.00 

EATING CHEAP. $ 8.00 

HENLEY’S TWENTIETH CENTURY BOOK OF TEN THOUSAND 
FORMULAS, PROCESSES & TRADE SECRETS .... $17.95 
RAGNAR’S TEN BEST TRAPS . . . AND A FEW OTHERS 

THAT ARE DAMN GOOD, TOO. $10.00 

TRAPPER’S BIBLE: TRAPS, SNARES, AND 

PATHGUARDS. $ 8.00 

THINKING ABOUT SURVIVAL. $10.00 

LIFE AFTER DOOMSDAY. $21.95 


POLICE SCIENCE 


CRIME SCENE SEARCH & PHYSICAL EVIDENCE 

HANDBOOK . $14.00 

NEVER SAY LIE . $19.95 

HOT CARS! AN INSIDE LOOK AT THE AUTO THEFT 

INDUSTRY. $10.00 

RIOT CONTROL: MATERIEL AND TECHNIQUES. $19.95 

D.E.A. NARCOTICS INVESTIGATOR’S MANUAL. S50.00 

A GUIDE TO INTERPOL: THE INTERNATIONAL CRIMINAL 
POLICE ORGANIZATION IN THE 

UNITED STATES . S 8.00 

SWAT. TACTICS. $10.00 

POLICE HANDGUN AMMUNITION: INCAPACITATION 

EFFECTS. S 6.00 

KILL OR GET KILLED . $19.95 

SWAT TEAM MANUAL. $12.00 

POLICE TACTICS IN ARMED OPERATIONS. SI9.95 
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OUTFITTERS OF THE PROFESSIONALS 

SOF EXCHANGE « P.O. Box 687, Boulder, CO 80306 e Phone 1-800-323-1776 opr. 131. 


T-SHIRTS • SWEATS • BOOKS • JACKETS • ACCESSORIES 


SOF BOOKSHELF 

#8021 THE SOLDIER OF FORTUNE $7.95 
#8025 MERCENARY COMMANDER $30.00 

NOT PICTURED — 

#8019 THE ELITE (HARDCOVER) $25.00 

#8024 THE ELITE (PAPERBACK) $10.95 

#8023 THE ELITE (LEATHERBOUND COLLECTOR) $100.00 

#8001 SELOUS SCOUTS — TOP SECRET WAR $30.00 

#8022 BEST OF SURVIVE $2.95 

#8003 MERC: AMERICAN SOLDIER OF FORTUNE $14.95 

#8006 KNIFE SELF DEFENSE FOR COMBAT $7.95 

#8007 BASIC STICK FIGHTING FOR COMBAT $9.50 

#8010 SECRETS OF UNDERGROUND ORGANIZATIONS $9.95 

#8012 ILLUSTRATED GUIDE TO MODERN ELITE FORCES $9.95 



FRONT & CENTER 




#1029 


#1018 


#1030 


#5004 


#1024 


#50M DUFFLE BAG — BLACK $16.50 

#1030 CREW SWEATSHIRT — BLACK (S,M,LXL) $14.95 

#1029 SWEATPANTS — BLACK (S.M.UXL) $14.95 

#1009 SOF HK — BLACK $9.95 
#1021 DELTA — LT. BLUE $9.95 
#1018 SEAL TEAM — SILVER $9.95 
#1025 LUCY’S TIGER DEN — WHITE $1295 
#1024 KHADAFFt — LT. BLUE $10.95 
#1005 SPECIAL FORCES — BLACK $9.95 


#2004 SOF BLACK BALL CAP $8.95 

#1515 SOF TOUR JACKET — BLACK (S,M,UXL) $49.95 

#1515 SOF TOUR JACKET — BLACK (XXL) $51.95 

#1050 SOF BUSH SHIRT (S,M,LXL) $21.95 

#7051 SOFTIE —NAVY $1250 

#7011 SOF BELT BUCKLE — SILVER'S ED $9.95 


★ ★ ★ 

LT. COL OLIVER NORTH! HIS STORY 
Millions of Americans viewed the Iran-Contra 
Hearings — this two-hour program is a 
collectible capsule of Ollle North’s 
history-making testimony. 

#6010 $24.98 plus $2.00 shlppingliandlfng 

LT. COL OLIVER NORTH’S 
SECRET SLIDE SHOW 

This video contains the Secret Slide Show as 
presented 1o the Senate Investigating Committee 
by Oliver North himself. Now you can see what 
was barred from national TV. 

# 6020 $24.98 plus $200 shipping/handling 
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T-Shirts available in S, M, L, XL. SUB T0TAL 

XXL available for $1.00 addition¬ 
al. Please Include $1.75 for the Postage & Handling 
first Item ordered — Include 750 
for each additional Item for post- 3,6% Ta * 

age and handling. Overseas (coo. reaj 

orders add 30%. Please allow 4-6 total 

weeks for delivery. 



SOF EXCHANGE 

Mail to: SOF EXCHANGE, SF 6/88, P.O. Box 687, Boulder, CO 80306 
PAYMENT: □ VISA □ MASTERCARD □ CHECK ENCLOSED 

Card #_ 

Exp- 

NAME_ 

ADDRESS_ 

CITY_STATE_ZIP_ 

We accept telephone orders on MasterCard & VISA — call us toll-free — 
1-800-323-1776, operator 131. For customer service calls, dial (303) 
449-3750. 









































COMBAT 
EAPONCRAFT 

by Jack Thompson 

Hidden Enemies 



OKING at the faces of his men, 
the seasoned sergeant couldn’t help 
but stop and observe the different pic¬ 
tures he saw: Jones looked like he nev¬ 
er had anything to do; Smith was tired, 
every day was a struggle; Fernandez, 
wounded a short time ago, was fearful 
of anything that moved; and White’s 
face burned with anticipation — after 
having killed in battle, he wanted to 
fight again to get the “big thrill.” 

Each of these troops faces an enemy 
even more insidious than the armed 
two-legged enemy who’s ready to kill 
him. Together, I call these the hidden 
enemies of boredom, fatigue, fear and 
combat addiction. They’re hidden be¬ 
cause they lurk inside your brain hous¬ 
ing group — after all, it’s dark in there 
and you can’t see too well. 

Let’s examine each of these hidden 
enemies more closely and see why 
they can be the greatest threats to a 
soldier’s survival. 

Boredom — A friend of mine once 
told me that soldiering is long periods 
of boredom interspersed with short 
periods of sheer terror. I couldn’t agree 
more. As any troop will tell you, most 
of his waking hours are filled with a lot 
of waiting around punctuated with me¬ 
nial or repetitive tasks. A good exam¬ 
ple of this is guard duty. Take Private 


Fatigue — physical and mental — 
can be more deadly than an armed 
enemy, and is often more difficult to 
fight. Jack Thompson discusses this 
and other “hidden enemies.*' 

Photo: DoD 

Smith, who went on guard duty at 
0200 hours and doesn’t get relieved 
until 0400. By 0300 he’s bored stiff 
and not alert — easy prey for any 
attacker. Sure enough, by 0315, Pvt 
Smith has had his throat cut by a not-so- 
bored VC sapper, and a night attack on 
the defensive position follows in a heart¬ 
beat Terror follows boredom because 


THINKING MAN’S 
SOLDIER 

For over a decade, Jack Thomp¬ 
son has shared his extensive knowl¬ 
edge of soldiering and shooting with 
Soldier of Fortune Magazine read¬ 
ers. Jack served in the USMC in 
Vietnam for five years, battled ter¬ 
rorists in Rhodesia with the SAS and 
Selous Scouts for six years and has 
trained freedom fighters in Central 
America while providing bodyguard 
services for diplomatic personnel. 


you are not alert or prepared for it 

Therefore, avoiding boredom can 
consume a major portion of a soldier’s 
day. That’s why officers and NCOs are 
masters at creating “busywork” — it’s 
for their troops’ own good. As the old 
saying goes: “The devil finds work for 
idle hands.” Without goal-oriented 
duties to be performed on a daily basis, 
boredom will set in like the plague, 
leading to serious morale problems 
that can be as devastating to a unit as 
drug or alcohol abuse. . 

Fatigue — In the extreme state, fa¬ 
tigue is physical and/or mental exhaus¬ 
tion that adversely affects a person’s 
performance. It is usually brought on by 
a lack of one or more of the following: 
food/water, sleep and conditioning. 

Physical fatigue affects motor-skill 
performance, such as tactical move¬ 
ment, shooting and digging. It simply 
takes longer to complete a task when 
fatigued and it is usually done with less 
proficiency. Mental fatigue affects an 
individual’s thought processes, partic¬ 
ularly judgment and decision-making. 
While in a state of mental fatigue, sol¬ 
diers in leadership positions must be 
able to make estimates of immediate 
situations and give five-paragraph field 
orders. Likewise, those at whom these 
orders are directed must be able to 
carry them out immediately — the 
enemy won’t wait for you to catch up 
on your beauty sleep. 

No matter how conscientious a com¬ 
mander is, fatigue among troops is in¬ 
evitable and unavoidable, especially 
during extended combat operations. 
However, soldiers in leadership posi¬ 
tions can minimize performance loss 
from their men by employing a few 
simple techniques: 

1. Insist on good battle preparation. 
Soldiers who are well-prepared for op¬ 
erations are less prone to fatigue in the 
first place. 

2. Give simple, clear and concise 
orders. The “KISS” (Keep It Short and 
Simple) principle is an important one 
to keep in mind here, because fatigued 
soldiers have short attention spans and 
can’t or won’t retain long, complicated 
directions. 

3. Repeat all orders and make sol¬ 
diers repeat them back to you so that 
there can be no misunderstanding of 
what is required. This forced dialogue 
helps to wake up the brain, while the 
activated behavior based on the orders 
overrides the effects of physical fa¬ 
tigue, as actions will be more purpose¬ 
ful and controlled. 

Fear/Anxiety — Fear is a reaction 
to a specific threat, like an enemy sol¬ 
dier trying to kill you with a bayonet, 
and brings about a fight-or-flight re¬ 
sponse. In soldiering, there is an addi¬ 
tional “freeze” response where a per- 

Continued on page 83 
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I WAS THERE 

by John R. Estes 

Underwater, Underway 
... and Leaking 



Underway in the Mediterra- 

nean, submerged at 120 feet, the USS 
TuIIibee (SSN-597) was quiet except 
for the sounds of the control room 
filtering down the scuttle above my 
rack. Today the subject on my mind 
was the date, 16 June. I’d enlisted in 
this man’s navy four years ago today. 
By now I should have been stateside, a 
civilian, but I’d extended my service six 
months so Uncle Sam could pay for 
my first child, who was due in a month. 

I’d begun dozing off when the con¬ 
trol room PA cracked on and shook me 
awake. “Control. Maneuvering. 
Flooding in the engine room.” I was 
just about to react to the report when I 
realized there was no alarm sounding. 
“Goddamned engine-room drill,” I 
said to myself and rolled over. I’d had 
enough drills on this six-month cruise 
to last a lifetime. 

Just a couple of weeks earlier, in 
Naples, we were moored to a seawall 
pier about 100 yards from the skim¬ 
mers (surface portion of the 6th Fleet) 
when the duty section conducted its 
usual evening drill. On this day it was a 
repel boarders drill. We would sound 
the alarm and pass the word over the 
PA to repel boarders. A handful of 
qualified men would then be sent top¬ 
side with small arms — M14s and .45 
autos. On this day the sound of our 
alarm and the PA message drifted 
across the water to the surface ships 
nearby and they reacted. 

The skimmers thought we were 
actually repelling boarders. When they 
saw a small party on the boat and pier 
with weapons, they called out the 
damned Marines. A few minutes later 
two small boats of battle-dressed, 
armed-to-kill, gung-ho jarheads were 
breaking water to help us fight off the 
nonexistent enemy. Luckily, no civil¬ 
ians were on the pier. 

“Control. Maneuvering. Severe 
flooding in the engine room, and this 
ain’t no goddamned drill,” was the re¬ 
port that shook me out of my drill-in- 
Naples dream. 

This time the alarm sounded loud 
and clear. I left my rack, pulling on my 
pants as I ran through the torpedo 
room and headed for engineering. But 
when I reached the hatch to the upper- 
level engine room, I found it dogged. I 
returned to the torpedo room and 
manned the central atmosphere moni¬ 
toring system and began monitoring 
air quality throughout the boat I re¬ 
ported to control over my headset that 
pressure buildup caused by incoming 
seawater was causing our controlled 
atmosphere to deteriorate and un¬ 
wanted gases were on the increase. 

Only about a minute had passed 
since the start of the emergency, but it 
already seemed like an hour. The boat 
was leaning about 15 degrees back 


USS TulHbee surfaces during routine 
patrol. Imagine yourself on board, 
120 feet below the surface, when 
suddenly the ocean starts leaking in. 
Photo: U.S. Naval Academy 


from the weight of the water that had 
flooded in. The word came over my 
headset that we were going to 
emergency blow the ballast tanks and 
try to get to the surface. The sound of 
pressurized air blowing into the ballast 
tanks sounds like a train running through 
your head. No matter how many times 
you hear an emergency blow, it scares 
the hell out of you every time. 

After the ballast blew, the angle of 
the boat changed drastically as the 
bow headed up. When we broke the 
surface, another report came from 
maneuvering that we had a reactor 
scram and were on battery power. ‘ ‘No 
problem,” I thought. We were on the 
surface, the flooding was under control 
and we had fresh air coming in the 
bridge hatch. 

We had surfaced in a rough storm, 
but it was far better than the alterna¬ 
tive. After five minutes on the surface, I 
was about to tell control that the air 
quality throughout the boat was good 
when a large wave hit the bridge and 
rolled down the hatch into the control 
room. We later estimated that about 
80 gallons came in. 

The water soaked everything and 
everybody in control and ran down the 
scuttle. I heard yelling and looked 
down the passageway toward the bat¬ 


tery well. What I saw sent a chill down 
my spine. I immediately reported to 
control that we had seawater in the 
battery well and were producing chlo¬ 
rine gas. The guys at the well secured it 
airtight and quickly moved away. 

Command then ordered the diesel, 
our auxiliary engine, fired up and we 
switched power from battery to diesel. 
“Safe again,” I thought. Then we took 
another cold water shot right down the 
snorkle mast into the hot running 
diesel. The diesel choked and died. 

A thick, black, wet cloud rolled out 
of the diesel compartment, engulfing 
everything in the torpedo room. I saw 
the cloud coming and managed to 
hold my breath long enough to pull on 
my emergency air-breather mask. 
These masks, instead of having a filter, 
have a hose that plugs into an air man¬ 
ifold which instantly rewards you with 
fresh air. Not that day. First I got water, 
then dust and finally air. All the while 
the oily black diesel smoke was making 
its way through the boat. I was afraid 
we’d have to go on battery power 
again when maneuvering called and 
said the reactor was on-line and the 
emergency ventilation fan working. 

We now had power to run all the 
boat’s equipment, and fresh air was 
being pumped in. Things looked a little 
brighter except for the storm, which 
was still bouncing us off the bulkheads. 

Men were sent topside to prepare a 
towline but, due to the storm, they 
spent all their energy trying to keep 

Continued on page 83 
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DOES YOUR 
GUN COLLECTION 
STOP AT THE 
20TH CENTURY? 




GLOCK 17, 

9mm semi-automatic pistol. 
Catalog No. 17001 


v_ J 


GLOCK 19 Compact 
9mm semi-automatic pistol. 
Catalog No. 19001 


If you don't own one of these, 
it probably does . 

The GLOCK is the vanguard of a whole new era in and reliable semi-automatic. Tested in mud, rain, sand, 


handgun manufacturing and design. An era which is 
destined to reach well into the 21 st century, but is avail¬ 
able to you now. 

Space Age Polymers 


ice and heat, it performed flawlessly—continuously firing 
10,000 rounds or more without a problem. 

More of What You Want 

From its simple takedown to its remarkable accuracy, all 


What makes the GLOCK unique among the field of GLOCK models offer you more in the way of easy han- 
9mm semi-automatic pistols is the use of lightweight, dling than any other pistols in history. And more in the way 
high strength polymers in its frame and magazine. This of capacity, too. Because fully loaded, the GLOCK 17 


space age polymer technology not only makes 
the GLOCK an extremely comfortable and dur¬ 
able pistol, but also a very affordable one. 

NATO Adopted 

Developed for the Austrian military, and 
adopted by NATO, the GLOCK has proven 
itself on both sides of the Atlantic to be a tough 


will hold up to twenty rounds. And the GLOCK 
19 Compact has the capacity for eighteen. 

1 Get Ready Now 

I0CK Be thefirst on your block to own a GLOCK, and 

% get a jump on next century's technology. For a 
full color brochure, see your nearest GLOCK 
dealer, or write or call GLOCK, Inc. today. 


GLOCK, INC. 

P.O. Box 369 • Smyrna, Georgia 30081 
(404) 432-1202 

NATO Stock No.: 1005-25-133-6775 
Telex: 543353 Glock Atl UD 
Fax: (404) 433-8719 
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During the last several months it 
seems that someone left the booby 
hatch open and more than a few of the 
escapees hopped a fast freight to New 
York City, where publishing com¬ 
panies leapt at the opportunity to im¬ 
mortalize these simpletons' words and 
deeds in print It is worth noting that 
three of the books reviewed here are 
described in the subtitle or on the dust 
cover as U true. " We assume that was 
done because the ordinary reader 
wouldn't come to that conclusion on 
their own, and so the publishers felt 
compelled to inform the readers that 
this is the case. 

BOHICA. By Scott Barnes with 
Melva Libb. Bohica Corporation, 
PO Box 20-050B, Canton, OH 
44701. 1987. Too Many Pages. 
Hardcover. $19.95. 

Bohica (an acronym for “Bend 
Over, Here It Comes Again”) is an 
appropriate warning for potential read¬ 
ers of Scott and Melva’s daft tome on 
Scott’s misadventures as a would-be 
POW rescuer. If you buy books by size, 
this 2%-inch thick collection of bizarre 
tales is for you. Scott claims he was 
twice hired by the CIA to perform 
assassinations. The only person we 
could find who actually believed 
Barnes was Peter Jennings of ABC 
News, who broadcast some of Barnes’ 
claims on “World News Tonight.” 
When then-CIA Director William 
Casey took ABC to the mat, WNT 
made an on-the-air retraction. That 
leaves nobody who believes Barnes or 
his book, except perhaps Scott and 
Melva. 


SOLDIER WITHOUT FORTUNE. 
By Dr. John L. McClure. Dell Pub¬ 
lishing Company, Inc., 1 Dag 
Hammarskjold Plaza, New York, 
NY 10017. 1987. 251 pages. 
Paperback. $3.95. 

P 

J. LL be damned! Look at this,’ I 
said, pointing to an article in The New 
York Times. ‘There’s still injustice and 
suffering in Central America. I’ve got to 
go.’” That literary gem is courtesy of 
Soldier Without Fortune, “The 
True Firsthand Account of a Free- 
Lance Mercenary in Central America.” 
Well, sort of. After his alarming discov¬ 
ery about the state of affairs south of 
the border, Dr. John obtains the per¬ 
mission of his wife, “the lovely Alexan¬ 
dra Natasha Tarasova,” and is off to 
Central America. The kindest things 
we can say about this book are that Dr. 
John chose a better ghostwriter than 
did Scott Barnes and, at 251 pages, it is 
mercifully short. 



IN REVIEW 


COUNTER TERRORIST. By Sam 
Hall. Donald 1. Fine, Inc., 128 
East 36th Street, New York, NY 
10016. 1987. 336 pages. Hard¬ 
cover. $18.95. 

^^VERYONE remembers Sam Hall, 
right? He’s the loon the Sandinistas 
caught snooping around one of their 
airfields and promptly deported to 
Miami. Well, in case you’ve forgotten, 
or have longed to learn more about 
Hall’s fascinating life, here’s your 
chance. Hall gives us his whole life 
story, from pre-birth (what he calls the 
“womb-wait”) right up through his 
psychological evaluation at a Veterans 
Administration hospital following his 
release from a Managua jail, which 
goes a long way toward explaining 
why the Sandinistas let him out of jail. 
After reading Counter Terrorist you 
may come to the conclusion that, if 
only this Barney Fife of the mercenary 
scene had worked for the other side, 
the contras would have won the war a 
long time ago. 


REPORT OF THE CONGRES¬ 
SIONAL COMMITTEES INVESTI¬ 
GATING THE IRAN-CONTRA 
AFFAIR. Edited by Joel Brinkley 
and Stephen Engelberg. Random 
House, Inc., New York, NY 
10022. 1988. 475 pages. Softcov- 
er. $9.95. 

^VlTHOUGH we don’t generally 
review fiction, this book invites abuse 
and it would be impolite to refuse. 
Based on the popular, seemingly 
neverending television series of the 
same name, Report brings back all 
those ninnies and self-righteous dull¬ 
ards of last summer’s most popular 
daytime drama: Daniel (holier than 
anyone in the executive branch) In- 
ouye, Brendan (I’m not a potted plant) 
Sullivan and Admiral John (I don’t recol¬ 
lect) Poindexter. There is a completely 
baseless rumor that some of the pro¬ 
ceeds from the sale of this book will go 
toward sending attorneys Arthur Lyman 
and John Nields back to charm school. 

Must reading for insomniacs, cata- 
tonics and anyone who enjoys watch¬ 
ing paint dry. ^ 


SOLDIER 

I WITHOUT 
FORTUNE 


Dr. John L. McClure 


THE TRUE FIRSTHAND 
ACCOUNT OF A 

crfE-LANCE mercenary 

IN CENTRAL AMERICA 
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SOUND DETECTORS 


INCREDIBLE NIGHT VISION 


DISTANT SOUND 
DETECTOR 
MULTIPLIES 
SOUND 5000 


The VanSleek 
FARFOON® 


The most sophisticated yet developed. Made 
for professional hunters to hear approaching 
animals at a great distance, the VanSleek has 
now been discovered by the security industry. 
On city terrain sounds leap across blocks and 
streets. Guards are using VanSleek in prison 
yards to fisten to convicts. The range of uses 
of the VanSleek Farfoon is astonishing and 
satisfaction is overwhelming. Receptivity plus. 
VanSleek is superior to direct receiver 
products.,. utilizes a built-in ZW' parabolic 
dish for Sound Mirror effect previously only 
found on larger, more expensive units. 
Convenient size, small enough for use in tight 
places. Weighs about 2-lbs. Solid-state 
circuitry. Powered by 6 pen-light batteries for 
increased amplitude. $148.00 postpaid and 
worth it! 

BIONIC EAR 



X-RAY 

LETTER BOMB 
DETECTOR 

^wiijiWww Ktai i 

**r**.tmm&8 
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Lets You See Them... 

But They Can’t See You 
AN/PAS-5 INFRARED 
GOGGLES 

Used by U.S. forces in Viet 
Nam and refined by the Israeli 
Army for desert warfare and 
counter-terrorist campaigns. 

Direct from Israeli storerooms and 
operation ready. 

Now you can see them, .but they 

can’t see you! Blend into the night, fjMIV €QQQ 

virtually invisible while your IR goggles ^ 1 ^ ™ 

turn night into day. The ultimate in POSTPAID 

high-tech. Ideal for surveillance, hunting, war games, police, survival settings, home 

security, urban patrolling. 

Designed for “hands free” operation. Fit snug on head. Weigh about 11-oz. Here’s 
what you get: 1) AN/PAS-5 IR goggle binoculars 2) built-in close-up lens assembly 3) 
light restriction caps 4) operating manual 5) mercury battery 6) high impact carrying 
case 7) 4V2” super concave IR filter 8) 100,000 candlepower Blue Streak Rescue Light 
(light source) 9) adjusting head strap assembly. Additional batteries $5.00 each, 1-3/4” 
IR filter $9.00, 5-3/8” IR filter $16.00, 4!/2” concave IR filter $16.00. 

Infrared systems can cost$$thousands. Here is your chance for just $398.00 to own 
a sophisticated IR system complete with everything you need for operation — goggles, 
light source, filter and more. Sorry, at these prices NO credit cards or COD; money 
orders and cashiers checks ONLY for this item. 


NIGHT COMMAND 


Classic Pilot’s 


Just $46.00 

POSTPAID 


PORTABLE ELECTRONIC 
PERIMETER ALARM 


OUR PRICE $68 POSTPAID. 

Sound shut-off circuit and tape jack 
standard. Optional booster increases 
pickup 37%, $39 postpaid. SAVE, buy 
the Combo Pak for $98 postpaid. 


UMBRELLA 
SWORD 


Known $130 

to be POSTPAID 

popular with 

agents of fact and 

fiction. Rattan handle, 

large black umbrella and 

20 sword in shaft. Length 36”. 


LETTER BOMB 
DETECTOR 


Amazing chemical spray 
renders envelope temporarily 
transparent for 30 seconds 
then dries without a trace. 
Check suspected letterbombs 
for wires, batteries, etc.; 
inspect contents for contra' 
band materials without 
opening the envelope! Odor¬ 
less, leaves no markings or 
discoloration of envelope. 
Warning: Not to be used on 
U.S. Mail except by addres¬ 
see; be certain of your legal 
rights. 6-oz. can, $151)0 
postpaid, two for $27.00 
($13.50 each) and three for 
$36.00 ($12.00 each). 
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That's right, for only 
$46.00 you can have this 
avtator/racer watch. It's 
finished in handsome 
gunmeial black with 
matching black stainless 
steel band. The classic 
watch, because it has all 
The Right Stuff — from 
its All Business outside 
to its high-tech electronic 
workings. This is today's most popular watch — the perfect 
blend of history and style for men on the GO. Check out these 
features. Both Analog AND Digital time displays with luminous 
hands and numeral markers and LCD display; allows for dual 
time rone settings; has 12/24 European/Military time settings; 
reads hours, minutes, seconds. AM/PM. month, date and day 
of wek; has a daily alarm and hourly chime; has a one-hour 
stopwatch with 1/100th second resolution; times splits, laps, 
time-outs and 1st/2nd place finishes; has a rotary time ring 
bezel, is water resistant to 50 meters (165-teet); has a 1% year 
battery; and mineral glass crystal so it will never scratch! PLUS 
the intricate QUARTZ movement is accurate to an amazing +/- 
15 seconds a month. At S46.00 postpaid it’s a deal, but save 
by buying two for $8600 and save again when you order three 
for $120.00 postpaid 


TEAR GAS 


PENalyzer 
CS Tear Gas 
$8.95 

Looks like an ordinary ball point 
pen, complete with pocket clip. 
■ But pull off the cap and you’ve 
k got a potent punch of CS Tear 
GAS at your disposal. Wear 
PENalyzer in your shirt pocket 
and have unobtrusive security no 
matter where you are. 8g aresol 
shoots disabling blast 6 to 8 feet. 
PENalyzer is filled in France by 
one of the world's oldest and 
largest manufacturers of chemi¬ 
cals and equipment for 
police/military applications. 
Special Dutchman price of $8.95 
each or six for $29.00 postpaid. 
Hurry, supplies are limited on this 
very unique product. 


Tiny 4" x5" x T' Electronic Infrared Motion 
Detector Alarm AUTOMATICALLY senses 
any movement in its path. Passive, infrared 
device is a free-standing, completely self- 
contained unit that can be set up anywhere 
instantly. Now you’ve got a PORTABLE 
SECURITY DEVICE that’s sensitive enough 
to detect any person or object moving past 
it; upon sensing movement alarm sounds 
instantaneously. Use it to guard your 
perimeter or for easy set-up security when 
camping, boating or guarding your home 
or office. Applications are endless — you 
can even use this alarm to announce 
guests. No wiring required, powered by 
four AA batteries. Hang on wall, place on 
table or floor — the choice is yours. $20.00 
postpaid, each additional unit $15.00 each. 


SECRET EAR 


For Protection $169.00 POSTPAID 

Via Your if-i I 

Telephone, j * J 

Tele-Monitor |||gfp* PBl i S 

2000 lets you S 

discreetly m* S 

listen in on unusual ^ . m 

activities on any premises 
via the telephone. Small device (5%” x 3W x 1") plugs 
into any modular jack. Does not require beeperfpager; 
takes just a touch tone phona Simply call number Tele- 
Monitor is attached to, access by pushing the correct 
touch-tone buttons. Once activated, super sensitive 
mike picks up the most minute of sounds. Monitor 
computers, printer operations while you're away; use 
for security to hear any unusual sounds — smoke 
alarm, surge alarm, cries for help, muffled sounds of 
burglars at work. Compatible with any American phone 
exchange. Up to four units can be attached to one 
phone line, so you can monitor from room to room. 
Normal phone operations are not affected. American- 
made, state-of-the-art and priced right for just $169.00 
oostpaid (additional units $150.00 each). Order by mail 



NOVA XR5000 
$63 POSTPAID 
50,000 VOLTS! 

The Nova XR5000 Stun Gun 
can protect you from attackers. 

STUN GUN will instantly "scramble" attacker’s 
nervous system causing immediate 
(temporary) paralysis! By simply touching 
your attacker anywhere, he will drop helpless 
even through many layers of clothing. STUN 
GUN is not lethal and is safe to user. Cannot 
transmit shock back to you. Requires a 9 volt 
nicad battery and charger $16.00. The Nova 
is sold with a leather holster for $63.00 
postpaid. This is the authentic American 
made product. Put 50,000 volts in the palm 
of your hand, order today. 


You Need The 

BUG BOX * ! 

For Telephone 

Privacy 

Assure complete telephone privacy with 
this telephone tap detector. It's the only 
device of its kind that prevents same-line 
eavesdropping PLUS notifies you of 
unauthorized intrusion onto your line. While 
most tap-detectors must screw into your 
phone’s mouthpiece, the BUG BOX is totally 
independent: plug your modular phone into 
tiny (3” x 2” x 1”) BUG BOX, then plug BUG 
BOX into the wall jack. Now you’ve got 
TOTAL privacy — BUG BOX’S red indicator 
light lets you know if someone is 
eavesdropping AND if someone has 
intentionally (or unintentionally) tapped 
your lines inside or outside the house. 
BONUS: Attach BUG BOX to every phone 
in your house, then you, AND ONLY YOU, 
can access the phone. BUG BOX not only 
tells you if someone else is on the line, it 
KEEPS THEM OFF with its Privacy Shut-out 
Circuit. THEY CAN’T LISTEN IN EVEN IF 
THEY WANTED TO! Buy one BUG BOX and 
use its red indicator light to tell you if 
someone else has come ‘‘on line”; buy as 
many BUG BOX’S as you have phones, and 
have it both ways — total Privacy Shut-out 
plus visible red light indicators. NO OTHER 
TAP DETECTOR HAS BOTH THESE 
FEATURES! Order BUG BOX for $48.00 
postpaid, and each additional unit for, 
$30.00 each. 


jr , CHARGE CARD ORDERS 

To// Free wo- 821 - 5157 [ 

vW fn Missouri 816-221-3581 1 

We ship UPS WBF, I 

Pfease provide street address IjjWjFJ I 

baau ihi noncDC 


MAIL IN ORDERS j 

Send check or money order to the* 
address below. \ 

The Dutchman j 

Dept. 6 8 8 

P.O. Box 12548 j 
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SOF SIDEARMS 


SIX 

SHOOTERS 



You Get What You Get 
When You Get There 

Text & Photos by Ken Hackathom 


Walther PP (right), with mag release on 
frame and chambered for .32 ACP or .380, 
is a popular police sidearm in Western 
Europe and a popular backup gun 
everywhere. Makarov (left) is a design 
spin-off in caliber 9x18mm found 
throughout communist sphere of influence. 
Both are double-action. 


A T any gathering of professional adven¬ 
turers, the conversation often turns to 
the ideal choice in sidearms. Everyone 
seems to have a favorite handgun for per¬ 
sonal defense. With today’s excellent array 
of service pistols, one would assume that 
our world traveler could opt for whatever 
handgun he chooses. This is a hasty, unwise 
assumption since the in-theater selection of 
a sidearm will most often be completely out 
of your control. 

The very nature of the business places our 
world traveler in most of the ‘‘backwater” 
areas of this planet. Any chance of being 
issued a nice new CZ75, SIG-Sauer P-226, 
Beretta 92F or Pachmayr Combat Special .45 
auto is about as remote as being served quiche 
with hollandaise sauce in the African bush. 

Besides, your prize handgun will prob¬ 
ably remain safely stowed in your footlock- 
er back home, as international travel makes 


The most widely issued handgun in the 
world, and one of the best, the FN 
Browning P-35 Hi Power features a 
high-capacity 13-round magazine and good 
pointing qualities. 


transport of personal sidearms nearly im¬ 
possible. Unless you have an extremely 
high level of clout with the palace guard in 
the host country, you’ll be lucky to bring in 
anything more lethal than a can opener. 

Therefore, the make, model and caliber 
of the sidearm you will access for self- 
defense will likely depend on just what it is 
they decide to give you. This handgun will 
typically be very plain, most often well- 
used and hopefully functional. Luckily, re¬ 
gardless of how exotic your destination, 
there are only about half a dozen service 
handgun designs universally encountered. 


SIDEARM SAVANT 

Ken Hackathom wiJl be remembered 
by Soldier of Fortune Magazine readers 
as a long-time editor of our “Combat 
Pistolcraft” column. A multi-laureled 
pistol champion, Hackathom has years 
as an Army and police combat pistol 
instructor, and knows from personal ex¬ 
perience whereof he speaks. 


Of these, four handguns are extremely 
common: the Browning/FN P-35 Hi Power, 
Colt Government Model M1911, Tokarev 
TT-33 and the .38 Smith & Wesson Military 
& Police revolver or its copies. Any world 
traveler should be familiar with them and 
competent in their use. Other handguns that 
are also often encountered are the Walther 
P-38 and PP/PPKs, as well as the Soviet 
Pistolet Makarov , a Walther PP spin-off. 

Of the big four, the P-35, M1911, TT-33 
and .38 M&P are all outstanding designs 
that have been around for a long time. The 
Smith & Wesson M&P revolver has been 
with us for nearly all of the 20th century, the 
M1911 for three-quarters of this century, 
and the TT-33 and P-35 are both pre-World 
War II designs. All are extensively combat 
tested and each has proven itself to be an 
excellent fighting tool. 

FN Browning P-35 Hi Power Pistol 
• Caliber 9mm Parabellum, semiauto- 


The king, Colt’s M1911A1 .45 Government 
Model, one of the greatest manstoppers; 
copies and clones will be found in a variety 
of calibers. 
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matic, recoil operated, 13-round box maga¬ 
zine, 4.75-inch barrel, weight 1.9 pounds. 

The single-action FN P-35 pistol, or 
“GP” as it is called in Europe, is the most 
commonly encountered service pistol in the 
world. Particularly if your travel places you 
in the company of “official types,” the 
P-35 is typically the pistol you will be issued 
whether your travels are to Europe, Africa, 
Asia, the Middle East or south of the border. 
It is also made under license in Canada, 
Argentina and Venezuela and assembled in 
other nations. Sold to friend and foe alike by 
FN of Belgium, it is hard to fmd fault with 
the venerable Hi Power. 

Currently issued by the British as the 
L9A1 and, in its Mk II dress, favored by our 
own FBI anti-terrorist unit, the P-35 offers 
the firepower of a larger-capacity 13-round 
magazine. This is a certain virtue, since 
quite often an issue pistol will come with 
only one magazine. (Care should be used in 
checking the P-35 magazine because its 
single-position feed, staggered-column de¬ 
sign is somewhat sensitive to dirt and 
abuse.) 

The contour and tapered shape of the 
P-35 allow for an easy concealed carry, and 
even those with small hands can control it 
with ease. The fact that the P-35 is easy to 

Soviet-made TT-33 Tokarev pistol in 
7.62x25mm; simple, strong, exquisitely 
reliable, “Murphy Proof’ and found 
wherever the communists have spread their 
web of tyranny. 


shoot well has made it popular, since even 
moderately trained marksmen can achieve 
an acceptable level of hits in close-quarters 
combat. 

Though fitted with a manual safety, the 
P-35 does not have the grip safety of the 
Colt Ml911, and the manual (thumb) safety 
of all but the newest Mk II models is diffi¬ 
cult to use. Like most service pistols used 
today, the P-35 should be carried with an 
empty chamber and loaded magazine in 
place (condition three). It can be “pump 
primed” by rapidly cycling the slide to 
chamber a round as it is presented to the 
target. 

M1911/M1911A1 .45 ACP Pistol 

• Caliber .45 ACP, semiautomatic, recoil 
operated, seven-round single-column box 
magazine, 5-inch barrel, weight 2.43 
pounds. 

Thanks to two world wars, numerous 
U.S. military police actions, aid programs 
and international licensing agreements, this 
workhorse — which goes by such names as 
Army .45, .45 auto, M1911, and Govern¬ 
ment Colt — is also found throughout the 
world. 

Many copies of the basic Colt M1911 
pistol are common to certain geographical 
areas of the globe. Such spin-offs include 
the Argentine Ballester Molina , Ml927 
HAFDASA, Brazilian IMBEL 1911A1, 
Spanish Star (Star Model B pistols in 9mm 
Parabellum are common to much of Africa 
and the Middle East) and Llama pistols, 
plus a variety of U.S.-made M1911 clones. 

Walther P-38 manufactured by 
Mauserwerke during World War II and in 
France and Germany after the war. 
Accurate, reliable, good pointing qualities, 
double-action. 



Most of these pistols operate just as well as 
the Colt original but, after having fired near¬ 
ly every type, I recommend avoiding the 
Llama pistols because of their poor quality. 

TheM1911 you might be handed in some 
darkened comer of the globe will hardly 
look and feel like the prize IPSC .45 auto 
you have back home in your gun locker. 
Odds are it will be an older U.S. GI service 
pistol that is pretty “broken in,” rattles like 
a bucket of bolts and is complete with rusted 
finish, pitted barrel and abused magazine. 
Fear not: An issue M1911 pistol can look 
pretty worn and still have excellent practical 
combat accuracy. 

If given one of these well-worn beauties, 
be sure to check for safety function and 
proper sear release (trigger pull), making 
sure the extractor will pull a round from the 
chamber and that the magazine will feed 
rounds smoothly into the chamber. The 
slide should cycle without drag or friction. 
Maintenance of the Ml911 pistol is easy: 
keep it clean and lightly lubricated. 

TT-33 Tokarev, Model 1933 pistol 
• Caliber 7.62x25mm, semiautomatic, re¬ 
coil operated, eight-round box magazine, 
4.57-inch barrel, weight 1.88 pounds. 

The Soviets have replaced the TT-33 
Tokarev pistol with the newer Pistolet 
Makarov, a Walther PP spin-off. Still, the 
TT-33 remains the most commonly encoun¬ 
tered ComBloc pistol. Basically a Brown¬ 
ing copy chambered for the bottlenecked 
7.62x25mm cartridge, the TT-33 is one of 
the finest military pistols ever issued. 

Manufactured by the Soviets for three 
decades, the Tokarev (commonly called the 
“Toke”) and its variants are encountered in 
East Bloc countries (especially Romania, 
Yugoslavia and Poland), North Korea, the 
People’s Republic of China, Africa, the 
Middle East, Afghanistan and Southeast 
Asia. Due to its widespread use by the “bad 
guys, *’ it may well be the sidearm to choose 
as a sterile weapon. 

While the Tokarev is very spartan in 
Continued on page 80 


Smith & Wesson Military & Police 
wheelgun, the most widely distributed 
military and police revolver in the world. 
Easy to use, reliable, simple to maintain. 
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SWF EL SALVADOR 

QUICK 

STRIKE 

AT GUAZAPA 

Gunships and Grunts Grind Up G Camp 

by Harry Claflin 


T HE Marine Corps hymn wafted through 
the window and rent the heavy veil of 
sleep which protected me from reality. 
“Anchors A weigh” followed, just to en¬ 
sure I didn’t miss the fact that it was the 
dawning of a new and wonderful day in the 
Salvo military. 

It didn’t help any when I rolled over to 
check my watch and through bleary eyes 
noted that by now I should be shit- 
showered-and-shaved and be having break¬ 
fast with my counterpart, as it was 0540 
hours. I had been to a party in military 
housing last night and had not gotten back to 
my room until about 0300 hours. With a 
hangover that would have staggered King 
Kong, I pulled on my uniform, brushed my 
teeth and stepped out into the bright sun of 
El Salvador. 

The walk from the BOQ to the Airborne 
Battalion was about a mile and being late I 
decided to run it. Bad idea on a hangover. 
As I stumbled up to the front of the HQ, my 
counterpart was waiting for me and I de¬ 
tected a band of purple veins rising above 
his collar. I could tell he was not happy. 
After taking my ass chewing for being late, 
it was time to go to work. 

My counterpart was a retired Special 
Forces sergeant major from the old school 
and sometimes I thought the brown-boot old 
summabitch had his stripes tattooed on. As 
we walked into the squad bay to pick up our 
students for today’s demolition class, we 
noticed they were geared up and ready to 
move out on a combat operation. We found 
the sergeant and asked him what was going 
on. He said they were going on an operation 
but did not know where. No class today. 

About this time the lieutenant came up 
and told the NCO to issue us weapons and 
ammo and be ready to move out in 10 min¬ 
utes. I asked the lieutenant where we were 
going and he said we would find out soon 
enough. I had noticed a lot of activity while 



LONG HAUL 

A frequent contributor to Soldier of \ 
Fortune Magazine, Harry Claflin 
spent six years in the Marine Corps, 
three of them with 1st Force Recon 
Company, and with MACV-SOG. He 
has trained army and air force regulars 
in El Salvador. 


running across the base earlier but hadn’t 
thought much about it. The sergeant major 
and I kept LBE (Load-Bearing Equipment) 
in the armory, so this was no problem. 

In a few minutes the lieutenant came back 
in and told us to move out. The rest of the 
Airborne Battalion was already moving to¬ 
ward the runway where the Hueys were 
lining up. Whatever was happening, it was 
coming down quickly and no one was losing 
any time. Two of the AC-47 (Attack/C argo- 
47) “Puffs” and several other gunships 
were already airborne. Looked like this was 
going to be a big operation. We trotted to the 
edge of the airstrip and sat down to wait. I 
asked the lieutenant again what was going 
on and where we were going. He told me I 
would find out soon enough. I didn’t like 
this and told him so. He just grinned and 
promised me a good time. I noticed he kept 
nervously checking his watch. I had known 
this man for two years and had never seen 
him act this way. 

In about 15 minutes he called the unit 
over and announced he could now tell us 
where we were going and what we were 
going to do. I found out later he had been 
given orders not to brief us until 10 minutes 


before we left. We were going to Guazapa 
volcano as a raiding party to pick up a col¬ 
onel who was being held prisoner. The col¬ 
onel had been kidnapped a month earlier 
and intelligence indicated he was being held 
at a terrorist camp there. The plan was sim¬ 
ple: We would be dropped on top of the 
camp under air cover to rescue the colonel; 
the rest of the battalion would act as a block¬ 
ing force. All we had to do was walk in, find 
the colonel and bring him out. At this time 
Guazapa was under the control of the bad 
guys in a big way and I was sure they would 
not like this plan. The sergeant major and I 
exchanged glances. 

I didn’t know what was going through his 
mind, but I can tell you mine was working 
overtime. Here I sat with a rifle I had never 
fired — I didn’t even know if it worked. It 
hadn’t been sighted in and all I had were 
seven magazines of ammo, two hand gre¬ 
nades and a Ka-Bar knife. Oh well, you pay 
your nickel and you take your chances. 

In another 15 minutes the Hueys came in 
to pick us up. So much for timing. The 
sergeant major and I jumped into the lead 
chopper with the lieutenant and we were on 
our way. Well, maybe I didn’t know this 
rifle, but I had worked with this unit for 
almost two years and knew each man and 
what he could do. They were, to the last 
man, pros. It was not hard to understand 
why this unit had been chosen to make the 
assault. 

The attack plan was simple. When we hit 
the ground we were to move to the front of 
the choppers, form up and hit the camp with 
everything we had. Each team knew what to 
do. One would cover while its sister team 
did the searching. As we flew north I could 
see the mountain coming up in the distance. 
The Hueys flew in tight formation and I 
could see the gunships to each side and in 
front of us. It was nice to have their com¬ 
pany, but somehow they didn’t give me 
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ABOVE: Load ’em up on an old war horse: 
AC-47 “Puff” with three .50-caliber 
AN-M3 machine guns mounted forward of 
cargo door. Photo: Peter G. Kokalis 

RIGHT: Group of young Salvo troopers 
from Airborne Brigade, M16Als in hand, 
ready to climb aboard and go hunt Gs. 
Photo: Harry Claflin 

much comfort. 

It took less than half an hour to reach our 
target area. As we arrived I could see the 
gunships making their runs and their rockets 
exploding along a tree line below. Sitting in 
the door, I could see where we were going. 
About halfway up the mountainside was a 
knoll covered with man-high grass. On the 
east side was the dense tree line where the 
choppers were dumping their ordnance. No 
time to ponder, our chopper was going in. 
Six feet off the ground we bailed into the 



Over El Salvador, AC-47 “Puff” en route 
to support grunts on the ground. Photo: 
Peter G. Kokalis 



tall grass. I had seen huts in the tree line as 
we were coming in and the lieutenant mo¬ 
tioned us toward them. I jumped off the skid 
and landed on a rock the size of a mess table 
hidden in the tall grass. The whole top of the 
hill was covered with large rocks. As I hit 
the rock and went crashing off on my head 
with four more people on top of me, it must 
have looked like a circus from the air. We 
picked ourselves up and moved toward the 
tree line. 

The propwash from the choppers was 
mashing the grass flat and it seemed we 
were standing on a pool table with no place 


to hide. As we got into combat formation 
and hit the tree line we found our first huts, 
plus trenches and dug-in defensive posi¬ 
tions. What a mess. This was a big camp 
and had obviously been established some 
time ago. The gunships had not fired on the 
camp itself, for fear of killing the colonel we 
were supposed to rescue, but were hosing 
down the hills around it. There were still 
cooking fires burning in the camp, food on 
plates in the mess area, hammocks still 
gently swinging, and we caught glimpses of 

Continued on page 70 
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SOI' HEAVIES VS. 9 PARA 


BATTLE OF 


by Jack Lane 


A NYONE considering which handgun 
to select for defense runs the risk of 
getting sucked into a numbers game of 
sorts. Many of the facts, figures, graphs, 
charts and corrfputer simulations currently 
bandied about can be helpful, but some 
smell like an elaborate sales pitch, for the 
new generation of expensive high-capacity 
self-loading pistols chambered for Georg 
Luger’s Wundemeun. 

Developed in 1902 to increase the knock¬ 
down power of the .30 Luger round, the 
9mm Parabellum represented a move to¬ 
ward the undeniable knockdown power of 
the older, slower big-bore revolver rounds. 
The debate has raged ever since as to 
whether the move was far enough in the 
right direction. Original loadings of smoke¬ 
less powder pushed the comparatively light 
125-grain projectile out of its rimless 9mm 
case at a typical velocity of about 1,200 fps 
(feet per second). 

This new approach combined a mod¬ 
erately lightweight projectile with compara¬ 
tively high velocity to deliver its energy on 
target. The numbers are less significant than 
the approach. 

Older handgun cartridges were typified 


BIG-BORE BATTLER 

Jack Lane is an author known to Sol¬ 
dier of Fortune Magazine readers for his 
down-to-earth articles on police work 
which reflect his many years carrying a 
badge and gun (see '‘Showdown at 
Wounded Knee,” November ’87). Be¬ 
fore becoming chief of police in a com¬ 
munity near the Pine Ridge Indian Res¬ 
ervation in South Dakota, Jack served in 
the U.S. Army from 1964-65 and 
worked for a civilian intelligence agency 
from 1965-71, gathering information on 
the mounting anti-war movement. He is 
now a freelance writer living in Eagle 
Butte, South Dakota. 

In this exchange with Sergeant Evan 
Marshall, Lane expresses his misgivings 
regarding the practical ability of the 
9ram cartridge to knock ’em dead when 
the chips are down. 


Slow and Heavy 



The author’s choice for personal defense is 
something in a serious caliber. If you prefer 
wheelguns, a weapon like this Ruger 
GP-100 in .357 Magnum would be hard to 
beat. Photo: courtesy Sturm, Ruger and 
Company 



If you are funded for new equipment — and 
just gotta have a shiny new double-action 
self-loader — there are some fine new 
offerings in .45 ACP. Here’s Smith & 
Wesson’s Model 645. Photo: courtesy Smith 
& Wesson 

by .45 Long Colt, adopted for service by the 
U.S. Army in 1873, which fired a 250-grain 
bullet out of a large rimmed case at a muzzle 
velocity of about 900 fps. None of these 
numbers mean much when somebody is 
shooting at you, but the cumulative effect of 


the .45 Long Colt was that it could knock 
down a man, or his horse, or both, with its 
heavy, slow-moving projectile. 

The 9mm Parabellum and the .45 Long 
Colt, including its rimless descendant, the 
.45 ACP (Automatic Colt Pistol), have long 
combat records and can do their job if the 
shooter does his and scores solid hits (not 
just one). Once you penetrate the cloud of 
statistics, it is apparent that the 9mm and the 
.45 represent distinctly different approaches 
— fast and light versus slow and heavy. 

Which works the best? This was a subject 
I studied, and lived, for close to three de¬ 
cades, including service as a police chief. I 
learned to shoot after World War II, when 
plenty of good, cheap surplus 9mms and 
.45s were around, and I’ve carried both. 
The 9mms were always fun to shoot due to 
their reduced recoil. Of course you can say 
the same thing about .22s. The important 
thing was that against varmints (mostly the 
four-legged kind) and sick animals, the 
9mms seemed to perform more like .38s, 
which are marginal and definitely not great 
stoppers. 

I once had a partner who was shot in the 
heart at close range by a .38 Special and 
survived. His big, heavy Blackington badge 

Continued on page 73 
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THE BORES 


Vs. Fast and Light 

by Evan Marshall 



A RTICLES debating the best defensive 
handgun cartridge appear in magazines 
with depressing regularity. We are exposed 
to all sorts of complicated mathematical for¬ 
mulas that will “prove” a particular 
round’s superiority. If not mathematics, 
then we’re subjected to dramatic shots of 
gelatin, ductseal, wet newsprint and so on, 
which supposedly illustrate what happens 
when a bullet hits human tissue. 

The problem with all this is twofold: First 
of all, bad guys who get themselves shot by 
good guys rarely have read Hatcher or other 
experts. Secondly, people come in a wide 
variety of shapes and sizes. Bullet resis¬ 
tance in human tissue can also vary widely 
depending on where the person is hit. A 
bullet that expands nicely in muscle might 
pass through soft tissue with little or no 
deformation. 

Frankly, at the risk of sounding redun¬ 
dant, handguns are an extremely poor 
choice for defending ourselves. If we know 
there is going to be a problem and we still 
sally forth with a handgun, we are not dis¬ 
playing very intelligent behavior. When I 
know there is trouble afoot, I haul out my 
MP5 or Ml6. 

The dispute over the 9mm versus .45 
ACP is, of course, a very heated one. Both 
camps will tell you they can prove their 
choice is a superior stopper. As a SWAT 
cop I’m only interested in which has the 
better track record on the street, not which 
gun writer I want to align myself with. I 
only have one personal hero and he’s never 
written for gun magazines! 


BETTER BULLET 
BOOSTER 

Sergeant Evan P. Marshall has ap¬ 
peared many times in the pages of SOF 
with articles on police science and 
weaponry. A sergeant for the Detroit, 
Michigan SWAT team, Marshall has 
conducted exhaustive research into the 
practical ballistics of rounds that have 
killed assailants. In this counterpoint 
article, he asks the question “How dead 
does the target have to be?” 


The Beretta 92F, winner of the Army’s 
pistol competition and, at least for the time 
being, the new standard U.S. Army pistol. 
Photo: courtesy Beretta U.S.A. 



Winchester Super Match 147-grain JHP, 
the author’s favorite 9mm load. This one 
was removed from the brain of a guard in a 
crack house. Photo: Evan Marshall 

I recently sat on a very prestigious panel 
that was assigned to discuss the 9mm versus 
.45 ACP controversy and make a final rec¬ 
ommendation to a large law enforcement 
agency. I was the only cop on the panel. All 
the other members were forensic patholo¬ 
gists, surgeons or engineers. 

One of the engineers made a very telling 
point: Because the 9mm has been adopted as 
the NATO pistol cartridge there is, and will 


continue to be, a number of official research 
and development projects for the 9mm, 
while any development of new loads for the 
.45 ACP will have to be undertaken by 
commercial ammunition manufacturers or 
the big-bore buffs they serve. 

I have to agree. I’m personally aware of 
two classified 9mm projects. And if I’m 
aware of two, there are probably 50 in the 
works. 

One example of research and develop¬ 
ment in 9mm cartridges is the Olin Super 
Match load. It is a 147-grain JHP (Jacketed 
Hollow Point) that averages 965 fps (feet 
per second) from my SIG-Sauer P-226 and 
1,088 fps from my MP5. Originally de¬ 
veloped as a subsonic round for the sup¬ 
pressed 9mm submachine guns carried by 
U.S. counterterrorist units, it is a very in¬ 
teresting round. It is superbly accurate and 
produces sufficient penetration (unlike 
some 9mm JHPs) in soft tissue to reach vital 
organs. While we have only limited battle 
reports on it, it is producing one-shot stops 
77 percent of the time. And yes, it reliably 
expands in soft tissue without hitting bone. 

Other top performers in 9mm are the 
Winchester Silver Tip (one-shot stops 68 
percent of the time), the Federal 115-grain 

Continued on page 75 


JUNE 88 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 31 







SOF PHILIPPINE EXCLUSIVE 

MURDER 

CITY 

CLEANUP 

Anti-Communist Vigilantes 
Drive NPA From Davao 

Text & Photos by Gene Scroft 



T HEY roam the streets and back alleys of 
Davao armed with assault rifles, shot¬ 
guns and vicious bolo knives. Dressed in 
cast-off military fatigues and T-shirts 
emblazoned with anti-communist slogans, 
these men are the teeth of the confederation 
of anti-communist groups known collec¬ 
tively as the Alsa Masa (Rising of the Mass¬ 
es). If you’re a peaceful citizen of this 
sprawling town, you have nothing to fear 
from these men; if you’re a communist, they 
will kill you. 

In the mid-1980s the city of Davao, lo¬ 
cated on the Philippine island of Mindanao, 
was largely controlled by the communists of 
the NPA (New People’s Army). Murders of 
public officials became so common that 
even the traffic cops couldn’t man their 
posts, and extortion forced businessmen to 
bankroll the NPA. This chaos earned for 
Davao City the infamous nickname 4 ‘Mur¬ 
der City,” while its communist-infested 
Agdao district was labeled “Nicaragdao.” 

The downfall of the NPA in Davao began 
when the paranoid communist leadership 
started executing many of its own members 
in the belief that they were government 
spies or collaborators. The execution terror 
prompted many NPA to abandon the guer¬ 
rillas and join Rolando “Boy Ponsa” 
Cagay, an ex-NPA member himself, and 
the Alsa Masa anti-communist organization 
that he founded in 1986. Disgusted with 
NPA violence, many Agdao civilians joined 
the Alsa Masa and drove the NPA out of 
Agdao in bloody fighting and some ‘ ‘execu¬ 
tions” of their own. 

Lieutenant Colonel Franco Calida, com¬ 
mander of Davao’s PC (Philippine Constab¬ 
ulary, a governmental paramilitary organi¬ 
zation responsible for internal security), 
quickly grasped the potential of the Alsa 
Masa as an anti-NPA force and moved to 
place it under PC control. This task proved 
relatively easy for Calida because he could 
provide the arms and the official recognition 
that Alsa Masa and other pro-government 
groups needed. 

With characteristic foresight, Calida 
didn’t attempt to prosecute any of the NPA 

This banner would mean something quite 
different in the United States, but in the 
Philippines KKK stands for the local Alsa 
Masa militia. 


OUR MAN IN THE 
PHILIPPINES 

Gene Scroft, an experienced soldier 
and combat correspondent, has spent the 
last several months in the Philippines 
report ing to SOF on the complicated and 
precarious political situation there, in¬ 
cluding the growing communist in¬ 
surgency. Scroft is no newcomer to war 
zones, having filed stories for SOF from 
Afghanistan (December '86 and January 
’87), Nicaragua (September ’87) and 
Lebanon (October ’87). 
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portent of things to come if the communists 
take over. 

At first I had doubts about Calida. It’s 
hard to take a man seriously when he keeps a 
framed picture of Rambo displayed in his 
bookcase. After only a few minutes of talk¬ 
ing to him, however, I realized that my 
initial impression was way off the mark. 
Not only has his Alsa Masa program 
brought security back to Davao, but he is 
also the most senior military free-fall para¬ 
chutist in the country, with 1,500 jumps to 
his credit. As PC commander, undisputed 
chief of all the Alsa Masa groups (some call 
him the '‘godfather” of the Alsa Masa) and 
senior free-faller in the Philippines, I don’t 
care if he likes Rambo or not; he’s definitely 
a man to take seriously. 

The colonel appreciates the importance 
of civic action programs in this type of war. 
He was able to use his influence to bypass 
normal channels and obtain funds directly 
from Manila to buy a fleet of fishing boats 
for the Agdao district. These boats were to 



members who joined the Alsa Masa. 
Rather, he sent them back to the hills to 
recruit their former comrades in the NPA to 
come over to the government. This policy, 
along with the growth of other anti-commu¬ 
nist groups that have been gathered under 
the Alsa Masa umbrella, has proved so suc¬ 
cessful that Alsa Masa ranks have swelled to 
over 8,500. Most of the volunteers serve 
only as neighborhood watch committees, 
but many man roadblocks and some even 
conduct patrols against the NPA, 

One dark benefit of the rise of the Alsa 
Masa is that NPA defectors were able to 
lead Lt. Col. Calida to the shallow graves of 
NPA victims in and around Davao. Offi¬ 
cials estimate that there are at least 400 
bodies buried in the area — no doubt a 

BELOW: Soldier displays locally 
manufactured pistol from Davao made to 
fire a 5.56x45mm rifle round. This pistol is 
a favorite for NPA (New People’s Army) 
assassin teams. 



Ex-NPA assassins, called “Sparrows” in the 
Philippines, who defected to form nucleus of 
Alsa Masa. 



m ±*& rm mme ms 
3B3 thru me meuemme w 
mt p/Fsvre- £. pmr & wx 
M/tim comphmy me. 


ABOVE: Village near Apex mining land 
proudly declares its sympathies with large 
banner, 

BELOW: This manager of a large cacao 
plantation was shot in an NPA ambush 
because he refused to pay extortion money 
to the NPA. Backed up by Alsa Masa 
members who protect his plantation, he still 
refuses to be blackmailed by NPA. 
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be part of a community commercial fishing 
venture, and the program was inaugurated 
with great fanfare during an outdoor ban¬ 
quet attended by fishermen, politicians and 
Alsa Masa members. By instituting com¬ 
munity development programs in areas once 
controlled by the NPA, the government has 

BELOW: Some of Commander Lahi’s 
Pulaan army, complete with Rambo hat, 
weird assortment of weapons and 
identifying messages on “uniforms.” Calida 
effectively controls these groups and so far 
they have been effective in fighting the 
NPA, but some Filipinos fear that without 
firm control they might run amuck. 

BOTTOM: Commander Lahi (center, 
wearing blue shirt) is embraced by followers 
after sermon. He is guarded by a man 
wielding homemade shotgun. 


been able to gain the trust and loyalty of the 
local population. A more prosperous neigh¬ 
borhood will make it extremely difficult for 
the NPA to again transform Agdao into 
Nicaragdao. 

Calida was considering running for 
mayor during my visit. By law he would 
have to resign from the PC to be a candidate. 
Tossing away a 19-year military career is 
not an easy decision. During my visit with 
him, local council candidates supportive of 
Calida tried to convince him to use the in¬ 
cumbent mayor’s past cooperation with the 
communists against him in the campaign. 
Calida refused. As he explained it, the 
mayor was forced to deal with the NPA 
when they had de facto control over much of 
the city, but he now fully supported the Alsa 
Masa program. Criticizing him, although it 
would further Calida’s political ambitions, 



would only endanger all of the progress that 
had been made in Davao. Ultimately, the 
colonel decided not to run. His selflessness 
should serve as an object lesson for the 
many selfish politicians in the rest of the 
Philippines. 

The rise of the Alsa Masa has been aided 
by the phenomenon of the charismatic reli¬ 
gious movement. Mystical Christian groups 
that are vehemently anti-communist are 
very popular in the Davao region and large¬ 
ly negate the pro-revolution liberation 
theology of some Catholic orders that has 
caused so much trouble in Latin America. 

Many of these cults have been organized 
and armed under the Alsa Masa umbrella 
and have proven themselves to be effective 
against the communist infrastructure, 

Continued on page 68 



ABOVE: Gene Scroft’s stories “Murder 
City Cleanup” and “Renegade Colonel of 
Cagayan” take place on extreme opposite 
ends of the Philippines: Davao, in the 
southeast portion of Mindanao Island, and 
Cagayan Province, in the extreme north of 
Luzon. 

BELOW: Lieutenant Colonel Franco 
Calida, PC (Philippine Constabulary) chief 
of Davao and uncontested “godfather” of 
the Alsa Masa. 
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PHILIPPINE 
KHMER ROUGE 

afraid we might be staring at a 
Pol Pot future/’ So says a radical but 
independent Filipino leftist with exten¬ 
sive knowledge of the CPP (Communist 
Party of the Philippines) and the NPA 
(New People’s Army). 

These sentiments are well-founded. 
In a manual prepared for exclusive use 
by Communist Party cadres inside the 
NPA entitled A Guide to Establishing a 
Mass Base in the Rural Areas, broad 
categories of people are named whom 
the Party considers suitable for “execu¬ 
tion” by NPA guerrillas. They include: 
“enemies of the people, spies and un¬ 
reformed elements who hinder the de¬ 
velopment of the revolutionary move¬ 
ment in the barrio.” Therefore, anyone 
even suspected of being opposed to the 
*‘progressive” ideals of the NPA must 
fear for their lives.. In Mindanao Party 
Situation and Policies , another CPP 
document, guerrilla leaders blame their 
losses on their failure to kill “bad ele¬ 
ments” and “local government infor¬ 
mants.” 

Clearly, these and other documents 
circulated among CPP members and 
NPA guerrillas explode the popular left¬ 
ist myth that the aim of NPA killings is to 
clean up corruption and protect the rural 
population from exploitation. Rather, 
the goal is to terrorize local officials and 
villagers alike into submission. 

This is necessary since the NPA, un¬ 
like other successful communist in¬ 


NPA guerrillas in Luzon, Philippines, 
armed with MI6Als, Australian L1A1 
FAL (center right) and rifle grenades in 
long plastic containers on their 
load-bearing equipment, leave no doubt 
about their ideological underpinnings, 

surgencies, has no secure base area or 
sanctuary. There is nowhere the enemy 
can’t come, so the NPA wants to make 
sure no one will talk to the enemy when 
he arrives. According to Time maga¬ 
zine’s former Southeast Asia correspon¬ 
dent Ross Munro, “It has been their 
fanaticism, bequeathed by [their Maoist 
founder] Sison, and their increasing ruth¬ 
lessness and opportunism ,.. that have 
proved essential to the NPA’s success.” 

Evidence continues to mount that the 
NPA’s reign of terror rivals the Khmer 
Rouge’s in savagery if not yet in scale. A 
leftist professor in Manila who once sup¬ 
ported student communist-front groups 
like the League of Filipino Students 
learned the eiror of his ways in 1985 
when he and some of his students wit¬ 
nessed a classic example of the rift be¬ 
tween Marxist ideology and Marxist 
reality. Visiting an NPA stronghold, 
they watched as the guerrillas killed 
’‘suspected informers” before an audi¬ 
ence of villagers. “It isn’t just an execu¬ 
tion. It’s cruel, slow, painful,” explained 
the professor while demonstrating how the 
guerrillas stabbed the victim in the legs, 
buttocks, back, shoulders and stomach be¬ 
fore plunging a dagger into his heart. 
When asked if this type of thing is happen¬ 
ing in an isolated region of the country, he 


replied, “It’s all over.” 

Since the NPA’s beginning on 29 
March 1969, its central task has been to 
realize the objectives of the CPP as de¬ 
lineated in the Party’s founding manifes¬ 
to ( Programme fora People’s Democrat¬ 
ic Revolution): “Seizing political power 
through armed revolution.” 

As the “people’s warriors,” the 
NPA’s modus operandi is to terrorize the 
rural population, killing real, possible 
and even potential informers who might 
hinder the consolidation of their base 
areas and threaten the underground 
administrative network of the CPP. This 
strategy has worked. According to one 
Philippine-based U.S. official plagued 
by dejk vu: “It’s just like Vietnam. The 
guerrillas are killing the worst and the 
best local officials. They don’t worry 
about the mediocre ones; they know 
they’ll go along.” 

Mr. Munro hypothesizes that “none 
of the relatively low-level party mem¬ 
bers really knows what the CPP program 
is.” Like the low-ranking Khmer Rouge 
soldiers who entered Phnom Penh not 
knowing that the next day they would be 
ordering the populace to evacuate, these 
soldiers of the CPP are ready to carry out 
the revolution for the establishment of a 
People’s Democratic Republic of the 
Philippines (PDRP). And unless they’re 
ready to go on the chopping block as 
“enemies of the people” themselves, 
they might well become the standard 
bearers of a new Night of the Long 
Knives — Philippine style. 

— Tom Bates 
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SOF PHILIPPINE EXCLUSIVE 

RENEGADE 

COLONEL 

OF CAGAYAN 

Manila’s Minutemen 
or Aquinaldo’s Apocalypse? 

Text & Photos by Gene Scroft 


A distorted radio report cut short our 
Christmas celebrations. Though we 
could barely hear the words, one thing was 
clear— an outpost was under attack. With¬ 
out hesitation, renegade Lieutenant Colonel 
Rodolfo Aquinaldo marshaled his men and 
charged to the aid of the beleaguered post. 

Officially, Aquinaldo is no longer in the 
military. He resigned his position as PC 
(Philippine Constabulary ) chief of Cagayan 
Province in northern Luzon (see map on 
page 34) a day after the failure of ‘ ‘Gringo” 
Honasan’s coup in August 1987. A vocal 
supporter of the coup, Aquinaldo once 
offered the fugitive Honasan sanctuary in 
Cagayan. He is now supposedly out of the 
chain of command, but he still has full ac¬ 
cess to military installations. The radio call 
about his outpost was received at the head¬ 
quarters of the second independent Scout- 
Ranger company and, judging from the way 
everyone — Scout-Rangers and civilian 
volunteers alike — jumped at his com¬ 
mands, he is still very much in charge. 


BELOW LEFT: Author with Negrito 
tribesmen. Scroft is only 5 feet 8 inches tall, 
so you can see why the Spanish call these 
people “little black men. 1 ’ 
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The relief force consisted of one minibus 
(called a “jeepney” in the Philippines) full 
of Aquinaldo’s civilian volunteers and a 
pickup loaded with Rangers. En route we 
added a Cadillac Gage V-150 armored vehi¬ 
cle mounted with a .50-caliber Browning 
and an M60 machine gun. The column 
screamed down the road in the middle of the 
night while Aquinaldo tried to verify the 
still sketchy location of the attack over his 
handheld radio. The volunteers dismounted 
about 400 meters from the suspected trouble 
and quickly moved up the road. We were in 
a wide valley full of rice paddies — a perfect 
area for an ambush but also the only way in. 
I followed the volunteers as they continued 
forward with Aquinaldo at the head of his 
men. No one was holding back. I was im¬ 
pressed. 

When we arrived at the site, a small out¬ 
post of home defense forces, all was secure 
and peaceful. It had been a false alarm. 
Either the communist NPA (New People’s 


BELOW: This Cadillac Gage V-150 
armored car was spearhead of column to 
relieve one of Aquinaldo’s outposts believed 
to be under attack. It turned out to be a 
false alarm. 


Army) was playing with us or some troops 
with a radio had had a little too much Christ¬ 
mas cheer. Either way, no harm done. 

We moved on to the colonel’s task-force 
headquarters deep in the paddy-strewn val¬ 
ley. The parallels between this and the mo¬ 
tion picture “Apocalypse Now” were com¬ 
pelling: a successful operation against com¬ 
munist guerrillas conducted by a renegade 
colonel commanding fiercely loyal soldiers, 
guerrilla defectors, civilian volunteers and 
native tribesmen from an isolated camp 
deep in the countryside. It was truly the stuff 
of fiction. The task-force base, Aquinaldo’s 
heart of darkness if you will, consisted of 
about six thatch-roofed bamboo huts sur¬ 
rounded by the homes of local farmers. 

On our arrival, the building that served as 
the camp’s mess hall was lit up with Christ¬ 
mas lights, and disco music blared from the 
Christmas Eve dance that was going on in¬ 
side. A dance with local village girls was 
hardly the bull sacrifice of Coppola’s film, 
but I guess some allowances must be made 
for reality. 

The company-sized camp was located 
along a strategic river flowing from the Sier¬ 
ra Madre mountains. No defensive posi¬ 
tions surrounded the camp, but the colonel 
explained that they weren’t needed because 



ABOVE: Two soldiers at Aquinaldo’s base 
camp. Though no longer in the armed 
forces, the colonel still commands loyalty of 
soldiers in Cagayan. Note BAR (Browning 
Automatic Rifle) carried by one of the 
soldiers, an ancient weapon but still revered 
in the Philippines. 



BELOW: Camouflage-clad Negrito armed 
with M16 at Aquinaldo’s task-force base 
camp. Recruitment of Negritos to the task 
force has been one of the colonel’s main 
accomplishments, as their jungle skills make 
them more than a match for NPA 
insurgents. 
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the local villages notified him of all NPA 
movements in the area. 

Aquinaldo’s native volunteers consisted 
of Negrito tribesmen, the small, dark- 
skinned original inhabitants of these is¬ 
lands. One of the colonel’s major accom¬ 
plishments has been recruiting these ne¬ 
glected people into the task force. Barefoot 
and poorly armed, the betel-nut chewing 
Negritos’ amazing jungle skills made them 
more than a match for the NPA in their 
rugged Sierra Madre home. With these people 
backing Aquinaldo, the communists have 
been denied the sanctuary of the mountains. 


Aquinaldo has decided to end his reclu¬ 
sive status by running for governor of 
Cagayan Province. Since he didn’t directly 
participate in the Honasan coup, there are 
no legal restraints to his candidacy. He be¬ 
lieves that if the elections are fair (hardly a 
given in the Philippines), he will win. With 
all the military power at his command, it 
will be interesting to see what will happen if 
he loses (see the accompanying interview). 

Manila isn’t blind to the situation in 
Cagayan. Aquinaldo’s deputy assumed 
official command after he resigned from the 
PC, but he was viewed by headquarters. 


accurately enough, as a figurehead for the 
colonel. The deputy was replaced by an 
army officer just days before I arrived. The 
new man was under no delusions about his 
predicament. Fortunately for him, Aquinal¬ 
do was cooperating with his efforts to slow¬ 
ly exert authority over the task force. This 
cooperation stemmed largely, I suspect, 
from the colonel’s desire to seem reasonable 
during the campaign. 

The colonel is a dynamic leader, highly 
respected by the military and the people of 
Cagayan. Though quiet and unassuming in 
normal conversation, his intensity level 



AQUINALDO 

INTERVIEW 


Aquinaldo discusses operations against 
NPA at headquarters of second 
independent Scout-Ranger company in 
Cagayan. Minutes later, the colonel was 
leading a relief force toward one of his 
outposts believed to be under attack. 


port another coup? 

AQUINALDO: That depends on the 
program of the ones running the coup. I 
would have to see the plan. 

SOF: Do you think that you will 
win? 

AQUINALDO: PH win if they don’t 
cheat. ; 

SOF: What will you do if you lose? 

AQUINALDO: If we have a dishon¬ 
est election, I will leave the country. I 
can’t support the Philippine people if 
they won’t help themselves. But if the 
people ask me to stay, I will take up arms 
against the dirty politicians. 

SOF: You say that you’re a friend 
of Honasan. Did he carry out the coup 
attempt only to end corruption in the 
government or did he have some per¬ 
sonal political ambitions as well? 

AQUINALDO [smiling]: I don’t 
know. 


SOF: Why did you leave the mili¬ 
tary? 

AQUINALDO: I tended my resigna¬ 
tion a day after Greg’s [“Gringo” Hon- 
asan’s] coup. There is no room for initia¬ 
tive in the AFP [Armed Forces of the 
Philippines]. It’s run by the same old 
faces [as under Marcos] who believe that 
we can beat the enemy using the same 
old tactics. 

SOF: What tactics do you use? 

AQUINALDO: I organized a task 
force of CHDF [Civil Home Defense 
Forces], PC and army units. I concen¬ 
trate my military forces and use the 
CHDF to find the NPA. When we locate 
them, the army units attack and kill 
them. I call this 4 ‘Project Aquinaldo.” 

SOF: Have you been successful? 


AQUINALDO: Militarily yes, but the 
NPA is part of a bigger problem that the 
military can’t handle alone — dirty 
politicians. 

SOF: Is that why you’re running 
for governor? 

AQUINALDO: Yes. I left the mili¬ 
tary to see if a peaceful approach will 
work. As governor I would have a direct 
line to the president and could bypass the 
dirty politicians. Aquino has become a 
prisoner of her own party and many of 
them are corrupt, especially her brother. 

SOF: As governor would you sup¬ 
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rises dramatically when he speaks of the war 
or politics. People will sit for hours while 
the colonel, often jumping from his seat and 
gesturing wildly with his hands, attacks the 
corruption of Filipino politicians. He is be¬ 
lieved without question by his audience be¬ 
cause he sets a personal example. He lives 
in a small house, modest even by Philippine 
standards, next to his task-force base. He 
doesn’t own a car, and the flashy clothes 
and jewelry so prevalent with influential 
people in the Philippines are absent. When 
he tells his men they must go out and fight 
the communists, they obey without hesita¬ 
tion, because the colonel is always person¬ 
ally in the lead. This is how loyalty is won. 

Aquinaldo will probably make a fine gov¬ 
ernor, even if his support of Honasan and 
his admission that he would consider sup¬ 
porting another coup if he agreed with the 
program make his commitment to the demo¬ 
cratic process slightly suspect. If he isn’t 
able to become part of the political main¬ 
stream, it is possible that he will fight 
against the communists and the government 
alike. If this occurs, Manila might be forced 
to use violence to retain control. Only one 
winner will emerge from the resulting chaos 
— the NPA. Let’s hope that all those in¬ 
volved will have the discipline to avoid such 
a disaster. 

Editor's Note: After this article was writ¬ 
ten , Aquinaldo won the election and be¬ 
came governor of Cagayan Province . ^ 



ABOVE: Loyal Aquinaldo follower armed 
with Singapore-manufactured 5.56x45mm 
Ultimax 100 SAW (squad automatic 
weapon) at colonel’s headquarters. 

BELOW: Lieutenant Colonel Aquinaldo 
(in blue shirt) with some of his followers 
at base camp. The colonel’s bodyguard 
(second from left) wears T-shirt 
expressing the group’s sentiments toward 
communism. 



ABOVE: Group of Negrito tribesmen 
entering Aquinaldo’s task-force base. 
Negritos come down from homes in 
mountains for ammunition for their motley 
collection of arms, which consists of 
everything from Ml Garands to M16s. Lack 
of shoes doesn’t seem to bother Negritos, 
whose feet are as tough as elephant hide. 
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SOF MOVIES 


S EVERAL years ago a somewhat dispos¬ 
sessed Vietnam veteran wandered into 
a small town in the Pacific Northwest and 
wreaked havoc on a scale not seen since the 
sack of Rome- On Memorial Day 1985, the 
imprisoned veteran, John Rambo, was re¬ 
leased from prison through the good offices 
of his old friend Colonel Trautman and sent 
on a one-man mission to Vietnam to rescue 
American prisoners of war — which of 
course he did, again spreading destruction 
of biblical proportions. 

Both of these films, ‘‘First Blood” and 
“Rambo: First Blood Part II,” were wildly 
successful. For those of you who thought 
two Rambo films were sufficient, think 
again. Questions about a third Rambo 


IN AFGHANISTAN 


SOF Joins Stallone 
on Set of “Rambo III 

by G.B. Crouse 

Photos Courtesy Tri-Star Pictures 


BELOW: Colonel Trautman, played by 
Richard Crenna, is captured by the Soviets 
on the wrong side of the Khyber Pass. 
Predictably, Rambo goes to Afghanistan to 
rescue his friend. 


LEFT: Afghans flee a Soviet helicopter 
attack on their village. Helicopter is a 
French Aerospatiale Puma modified to 
resemble a Soviet Mi-24 gunship. 

BELOW' LEFT: Behind the sights of a 
Soviet 12.7mm heavy machine gun, Rambo 
prepares to battle Soviet helicopters. 

BELOW: Rambo fighting his way through a 
Soviet fort deep inside Afghanistan. 













film have always been phrased in terms of 
when — rather than if. And now, to no 
one’s surprise, “Rambo III” is just around 
the comer, opening across the country on 
Memorial Day 1988. 

After shooting in Thailand and southern 
Israel, the production moved to the Piacho 
Wilderness Area outside of Yuma, Arizona. 
It was there that SOF caught up with Sylves¬ 
ter Stallone and his crew. With Stallone’s 
approval and the assistance of the film’s unit 
publicist, Tom Grey* and his assistant, 
Cheryl Deep, the visit was arranged. Exag¬ 
gerations, innuendos and outright lies in the 
press regarding the making of 4 ‘Rambo III” 


had left Stallone and 
his staff particularly 
cautious about ad¬ 
mitting outsiders; af¬ 
ter returning from film¬ 
ing in Israel, only a 
handful of reporters 
(six in all) from 
both print and 
television were 
allowed onto the 
set. 


Another Soviet chopper bites the dust from 
Rambo’s tender touch. When asked about 
the possibility of a “Rambo IV,” Sylvester 
Stallone says, “Whenever I do anything 
else, I get clobbered at the box office.” 
That sounds like a yes. 







Afghanistan is the setting for John Ram- 
bo’s latest adventure. The film opens with 
the former Green Beret living in a monas¬ 
tery in Thailand. Enter Colonel Trautman. 
After failing to convince Rambo to accept a 
mission to Afghanistan, the colonel goes 
himself. After he’s (you guessed it) cap¬ 
tured by the Soviets, Stallone travels to Af¬ 
ghanistan to rescue his friend. 

Unlike the previous Rambo films, 
“Rambo in” will have a much more epic 
look about it, with broad, sweeping camera 
shots and hundreds of actors and extras in¬ 
volved in many of the scenes. Not unlike the 
previous Rambo films, no expense was 
spared in wardrobe, props, weapons and 
special effects. On a typical day of shoot¬ 
ing, the list of props and special effects 
materials listed in the production notes in¬ 
cluded rope, guns, bow, radio, napalm, rap¬ 
pelling equipment and smoke-* along with 
three helicopters. 

A list of the weapons used in the making 
of the film reads like the ComBloc pages of 
Jane's Infantry Weapons . The weapons 
were provided by Stembridge Gun Rental, 
which has been providing guns to Holly¬ 
wood since 1920, and Ruben Cohai, whose 
firm. Weapons House, provides a similar 
service to production companies in Israel. 
All in all, more than 1,000 weapons were 
provided, including AK-47s, AK-74s, 
SKSs, Mauser and Lee-Enfield bolt-action 
rifles, RPDs, RPKs, Makarov and Tokarev 

LEFT: Sylvester Stallone as John Rambo. 
The weapon, a Kalashnikov with an 
American-made M203 grenade launcher 
attached, is a Hollywood fabrication. 


SOF Associate Editor G.B. Crouse with 
Stallone on the set of “Rambo III.” 


pistols, Dragunov sniper rifles, 12.7mm 
heavy machine guns, RPG-7s and Hungari¬ 
an AKMDs. Not everything needed was 
available, so some compromises were 
made, A Soviet automatic grenade launch¬ 
er, the AGS-17, could not be found, so 
Stembridge provided an American 40mm 
Mark 19 Mod 3 in its place. Belgian MAG 
58s were used for door guns on the helicop¬ 
ters and, as SOF readers will quickly notice, 
M203 grenade launchers were mounted on 
Kalashnikovs. It sounds like an awful lot of 
weapons, but at times as many as 600 armed 
actors and extras were required for particu¬ 
lar scenes. 

Providing costumes for all those people 
was the responsibility of Richard LaMotte. 
His previous credits include “Red Dawn,” 
“March or Die,” “Rumor of War,” 
“Winds of War” and “Tora, Tora, Tora.” 
Drawing on his previous experience and 
books such as David Isby’s Russia's War in 
Afghanistan , LaMotte created enough uni¬ 
forms to equip up to 250 Soviet troops. 
Items such as Soviet campaign hats and 
camouflage were manufactured especially 
for the film. A two-week shopping trip to 
Peshawar, Pakistan, with an Afghan adviser 
resulted in costumes for more than 250 free¬ 
dom fighters and an additional 100 Afghan 
women and children. 

Helicopters, a significant factor in the 
war until the introduction of American- 
made Stinger missiles, played a part as well. 
Two French helicopters, a Gazelle and a 


Puma, were converted to look like Soviet 
aircraft. A Bell Jet Ranger was used to film 
the aerial scenes. The aerial coordinator, 
Karl Wickman, whose previous work in¬ 
cludes “Blue Thunder” and “Uncommon 
Valor,” was responsible for the aircraft, 
flown by Roy Matthews and Charles Bella. 
Karl, a former Army helicopter pilot, 
seemed to be having a pretty big time work¬ 
ing on the picture. When asked about that, 
he smiled and said that he and his pilots are 
just older kids with bigger toys. 

Although other conflicts were suggested 
as possible settings for “Rambo III,” Stal¬ 
lone’s personal feelings about the Soviet 
occupation of Afghanistan tipped the 
scales. Politically conservative Stallone 
feels that the brutal war there deserves wider 
attention. And as with the previous Rambo 
themes — the struggles of returning Viet¬ 
nam veterans and the fate of American 
POW/MIAs — Stallone isn’t shy about put¬ 
ting his political philosophy on the screen, 
or discussing it with reporters. 

“The Soviets in Afghanistan are insid¬ 
ious human beings,” Stallone said. It has 
been suggested that Stallone is being too 
hard on the poor Soviets, but he sees it 
differently. “We have an obligation to the 
people who are dying. I’m already being 
accused of Red-bashing,” Stallone told us, 
without much concern registering on his 
face. “The Soviets are portrayed as the bad 
guys because they are bad guys.” 

So much for the Soviets; how about the 
Democrats? “Every time they get into 
office we seem to lose a little air, ’ ’ the actor 

Continued on page 76 
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A steady DOOM-DOOM-DOOM from 
the mujahideen DShK 12.7mm 
“Dashika” antiaircraft gun could be heard 
as two rocket-firing Soviet MiGs flew over¬ 
head from east to west. When their rockets 
exploded on the ground in front of me, the 
mule I was riding kicked and stampeded 
away from the impact area. 

44 Holy Shit!” I thought. “I’ve got to get 
off this thing and take cover!” 

BAROOOM! More rockets hit, and de¬ 
bris and camel shit flew everywhere. 

Sharif screamed at me, “Get down! Take 
cover! Get off that mule!” 

Khangai rushed over and grabbed my 
mule’s halter. I made a flying dismount and 
scrambled over the rocks for cover. 

BAROOOM! BAROOOM! Everyone 
was hitting the dirt. Damn, those rockets are 
loud! 

As quickly as the MiGs had come, they 
were gone. They had dumped about eight 
rockets on us, all missing the mark, hitting 
high over their target. 

Fantastic! No casualties. No damage. 
Sharif rushed to my side. “Are you OK, 
Mr. Bruce?” 

“I think so,” I said, wondering what 
kind of a greeting this was for my first day in 
Afghanistan. It had been only a few days 
earlier in October 1987 when the phone had 
rung in my hotel room in Peshawar, Pakistan: 

“This is Abdul. May I come to your room 
to talk to you? We have a program prepared 
for you. Do you know who I am?” 

“Yes,” I replied. Abdul was an official 
in one of the seven Afghan resistance parties 
headquartered in Peshawar and was the man 
I hoped would help get me inside. 

One hour later, someone knocked at my 
door. 


“Hello, Mr. Bruce. It is Abdul.” He had 
been reluctant to discuss any details on the 
phone for fear it was monitored. As Abdul 


CANDID SHOTS OF THE 
RUSSIAN BEAR 



Author (front right, holding 
Kalashnikov) and mujahideen 
companions rest during trek back to 
Pakistan after successful attack on 
communist fort at Nari. 

A freelance photographer specializing 
in wildlife photography, Bruce Richard¬ 
son’s pictures of Alaskan brown bear 
during the salmon run and Canadian po¬ 
lar bear on sea ice have been published in 
the United States and Australia. In 1986 
he gave a photo workshop for the 
Afghan Information and Documentation 
Center in Peshawar. This was part of a 
project to increase the flow of news to 
the West by training the mujahideen in 
use of 35mm camera equipment. 
Richardson currently works as a sales 
consultant to firms involved in export 
and foreign military sales. 
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anyone questions you, you are an American 
doctor going to visit the mujahideen hospi¬ 
tal in Thai. ’’ Thai was a town on our route to 
Gendeley. 

At the first checkpoint we came to, I was 
apprehensive, but the ambulance cover 
worked like a charm, adding an official air 
to our presence. On two occasions when we 
were stopped, the inquisitive guards were 
satisfied merely to look inside the ambu¬ 
lance and did not seem to notice me. 

After several hours of rough roads and 
Pakistani checkpoints, we arrived at the mu¬ 
jahideen center in Gendeley. Surrounded by 
Dashika HMG (heavy machine gun) posi¬ 
tions, Gendeley was a mujahideen supply 
and staging area resembling a fort located in 
the middle of nowhere. Once inside, I was 
introduced to several mujahideen com¬ 
manders who were busy with administrative 
functions. Later, tea was served and I was 
told I was to stay for a few days, then leave 
for a refugee camp near the border. I used 
my time at Gendeley to interview various 
commanders about the war. 

After several days passed, we were told 
to board the ambulance. Once again we 
were on our way, winding through the 
rough back-roads leading to the refugee 
camp. After three hours of driving and 
several uneventful checkpoints, we arrived 
at the refugee camp on the border of Af¬ 
ghanistan. We would stay here several days 
until we could coordinate with a group of 
mujahideen who would be leaving for battle 
in their native Afghanistan. Later, a jeep 
pulled up to our mud-walled quarters at the 
camp and several mujahideen got out. 

Sharif began introductions. “This is 
Commander Haji A. Rahim, commander of 
the garrison at Lazha Mangal. He will meet 
us again in several days at Lazha.” After a 
round of handshakes, we said good-bye. 

“See you at Lazha, Inshallah [God will¬ 
ing],” exclaimed Commander Rahim. 
Lazha Mangal, a hamlet located in Paktia 
Province, Afghanistan, had been the scene 
of bitter fighting between Soviet and mu¬ 
jahideen forces. It was now under mujahi¬ 
deen control. It appeared that I would soon 
realize my plan to enter Afghanistan. 

While at the refugee camp, I took the 
opportunity to talk to many of the elders 
through my interpreter, Sharif. I asked them 
about their homes and about the war. They 
were unanimous and vehement in their con¬ 
demnation of the Soviets. “The shuravi 
[Russians] have destroyed our homes, our 
farms. They have killed our families and our 
animals. Most of our friends and family that 
are still living have fled to Pakistan. They 
come with helicopters and destroy every¬ 
thing.” These were typical comments. 

Zarin, an elderly Afghan with a particu¬ 
larly horrendous tale, recounted, “A force 
of Soviet and regime forces came. People 
were hiding in the irrigation canals. The 
Soviets poured petrol on them and set them 
on fire. Some were children, and some were 
elderly. They want to frighten us so we will 
not help the mujahideen. We will not give 
up until we are all martyred.” 


outlined the details of my trip, I wondered 
about the chances for a successful covert 
entry into Afghanistan. “We will send a 
jeep for you tomorrow morning at 0530. Do 
not discuss this with anyone.” 

“That’s affirmative,” I said. 

At 0530 hours the next morning, as I was 
anxiously awaiting the arrival of the jeep, 
the hotel clerk asked, “Where are you 
going?” 

“Chitral,” I said. “To do some hiking 
and photography.” 

“But,” he insisted, “there are no flights 
today.” 

“No problem,” I said. “A friend is tak¬ 
ing me by car.” Just as I said this, my jeep 
arrived. 

“Have a good trip, ” exclaimed the clerk. 

These were not innocent questions. Most 
hotel personnel are informants, either with 
Pakistani special branch or, worse, the 
Khad (Afghan communist secret police). I 
did not wish to share my plans with either 
group. 

My driver sped toward the better district 
of Peshawar and party headquarters. As we 
arrived at a high-walled compound, an 
armed guard swung open the metal gates 
and we were admitted. A tall, English- 
speaking Afghan introduced himself: “Hel¬ 


lo, I am Sharif. I will be your guide and 
interpreter for the next few weeks.” Point¬ 
ing proudly to a battered Toyota ambulance, 
he said, “This will be our transportation.” 

The driver, a short, mustachioed Afghan 
from Kunduz, stowed my pack in the cov¬ 
ered bench seats, out of sight of any inquisi¬ 
tive border police. I was instructed to 
change into traditional Afghan clothes, 
which had been selected with great care as 
to color and type. I was heading for Paktia 
and my clothes had to resemble what was 
worn there. After a cursory inspection by 
Sharif and the driver, we departed. 

Gendeley, our destination, was five or six 
hours away over rough, narrow, winding 
mountain roads in a tribal zone of Pakistan. 
Tribal zones are dangerous and are off- 
limits to all foreigners. They are essentially 
lawless but heavily patrolled by Pakistani 
police and militia. Any foreigners 
apprehended generally are interned and de¬ 
ported, with a stiff fine for anyone caught 
assisting them. 

Sharif began to brief me on my cover 
story in the event we were stopped. “If 


Mujahid trains young Afghans in use of 
Soviet Goryunov SGMB 7.62x54R HMG. 
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The next morning, a group of mujahideen 
arrived. They were the group with which I 
would enter Afghanistan. Most were from a 
more northerly province, Kunar, and were 
here to accompany me into Afghanistan and 
eventually to meet with Commander Rahim 
at Lazha, for operational duty. Sharif intro¬ 
duced Bazrg, Zahirullah, Amir, Pir, Iran- 
gul, Bakhtiar and Khangai. These mujahi¬ 
deen would be my bodyguards, my protec¬ 
tors, my guides for the next few weeks. 

Early the next morning, someone shook 
me, jarring me into consciousness. It was 
0500 hours. Sharif was standing over me. 
“Come on, get up. Today we go to Afghan¬ 
istan.” After a quick breakfast of tea and 
bread, we saddled up and began climbing 
the hills behind the camp, heading west. 

Each of the next few days we would walk 
for several hours, then take shelter at a 
chaikhana (tea house) or another safe house 
that would provide food and lodging. Be¬ 
cause of fear of cruel retribution, some were 
not willing to help us. We had walked for 
several days when Sharif called to me, 
“Mr. Bruce, we are now in Afghanistan, 
Astallah mashai [welcome].” 

I will long remember my first day in 
Afghanistan: a beautiful day, blue sky, 
warm, tranquil. We had just descended 
from a high, rugged mountain into a beauti¬ 
ful forest with stands of pine and fir, groves 
of ancient walnut trees, clean rivers rushing 
from higher elevations and camel caravans 
heading for Pakistan with heavy loads of 
wood products harvested mostly from tim¬ 
ber that fell during the heavy spring runoff. 
There was a potpourri of Afghans and Paks, 
all willing to run the gauntlet and participate 
in Afghanistan’s small but thriving unoffi¬ 
cial economy. There were myriad trails, 
most not much wider than a camel’s hoof, 
all along the Afghanistan/Pakistan border. 
These are the main supply routes for the 
mujahideen as well as being trade routes for 
the entrepreneurs. 

This unsanctioned traffic is well-known 
to the Soviets and is a target of unremitting 
attack, mostly from the air, in their hereto¬ 
fore unsuccessful effort to seal the border. 
As we approached a hamlet that was a mu¬ 
jahideen position, a Dashika opened up, 
DOOM-DOOM-DOOM. My mind began 
to race. I barely had time to wonder what 
was going on before the Soviet MiGs 
struck. Luckily, the MiGs flew too high for 
accurate rocket placement and we were un¬ 
harmed. 

Iran-gul smiled and explained, “The 
Soviets are afraid to fly low now. That’s 
why they miss.” 

“Why are they afraid?” I asked. 

“They’re afraid of Stingers! They have 
lost many planes and helicopters.” 

“Yeah, Stingers!” I exclaimed. 

I glanced at my watch. It was 0915 hours. 
Inside Afghanistan only two hours and 
already under attack. I recalled reading that 
most Soviet air attacks occur between 0800 
and 0900 hours. The bastards were right on 
schedule. Later, we sat around sipping shin 
chai (green tea) and eating nan (bread) and 


Map details the author’s route to and from 
the mujahideen stronghold atop Gomankai 
Mountain in Paktia Province, Afghanistan. 


talked of the attack. 

Khangai was the first to finish and went 
out to look after the mule. I followed. It was 
then that I noticed a lone mujahid, tied to a 
mule and being led toward us. 

The mujahid had sustained a horrible 
stomach wound and was on his way to 
Pakistan for medical treatment. He didn’t 
look good. A real problem in this war is the 
lack of medical facilities near the front. 
Many mujahideen die from infection before 
they can be transported to Pakistan for 
medical treatment. 

“Come. We must hurry,” Sharif ex¬ 
claimed. * ‘We have a long way to go today. 
Do not talk to anyone as we travel these 
trails. We cannot know who all these people 
are. Some of them could be informants, and 
that would be dangerous. If the Soviets find 
out a foreign journalist is traveling inside 
Afghanistan, they will hunt you down.” 

I unpacked my camera and was taking 
some photographs when I heard, “Mr. 
Bruce, put away that camera. No pictures 
until we reach our destination. That camera 
identifies you as a feranghi [foreigner]. 
Wrap my patou [blanket] around your coat. 
Please, do not attract attention to yourself, ’ ’ 
Sharif said rather tersely. 

I sensed that Sharif was a bit angry with 
me. “Okay,” I said, “you’re the boss.” 

Later that afternoon we approached Nar- 
gar, a hamlet with cultivated fields, mud- 
walled houses and little obvious war dam¬ 
age. At first the scene did not reflect the fact 
that this was a war zone. A group of children 
raced their mules along the village’s only 
road. A farmer in the distance was plowing 
his fields on an old tractor. Children played 
everywhere, ever curious about the pres¬ 
ence of strangers. Suddenly, perhaps 2,000- 
3,000 meters away, mortar fire erupted, 
then a Dashika answered. So much for 
bucolic tranquility — reality had set in. 
“Sharif, what’s going on?” 

* ‘I don’t know. Come on, we must leave. ’ ’ 


We hurried on for a few miles, stopping 
at the next chaikhana. After tea, I ducked 
out back to relieve myself, only to discover 
that I had dysentery, a problem that was to 
plague me all the while I was in Af¬ 
ghanistan. 

Now we were traveling in the dark. I 
could see the silhouette of buildings as we 
approached another village. Something was 
wrong. I was uneasy, gripped with anxiety. 
Not a sound came from that village; no dogs 
barking, nothing. Could this be a Soviet 
ambush, I wondered? Had someone spotted 
me or my camera on the trail coming in, as 
Sharif had cautioned? We had seen a spotter 
plane earlier in the day. Maybe they had set 
us up for an ambush. No one spoke as we 
passed quietly through the village. Even in 
the darkness I could see why it was so still. 

The adobe houses were in ruins, pounded 
to empty shells by attacks from Soviet MiGs 
and Mi-24 helicopter gunships. The dev¬ 
astation of this village was depressing. How 
can human beings wreak such horror and 
destruction on these people and at the same 
time run around the globe selling their 
“peace initiative”? What hypocrisy, I 
thought. Gorbachev is telling all who will 
listen about glasnost at home and peaceful 
intentions toward all peoples. Bullshit! I 
wondered if Pravda, in the name of glas¬ 
nost , ever ran photos of villages like this. 

At 2030 hours we finally arrived at the safe 
house that would be our quarters for the night. 
These mujahideen sure put in a long day, I 
thought. Tea was served, after which we all 
bunked out together in a small room. A tall 
Afghan provided us with blankets and an oil 
lantern. Some conversation ensued, but most 
of us were too tired to talk and slept soundly. 

The next morning at 05301 felt the urgent 
call of nature. I was pleased that my dysen¬ 
tery had not kept me up all night. Most of 
the mujahideen had already risen and, after 
a hurried meal of tea and bread, we were on 
our way. Our host, a mujahid armed with a 
World War I-vintage No. 1 Mk HI SMLE 
(Short Magazine Lee Enfield) rifle would 
accompany us for a while. I sensed that 
perhaps he was guiding us. After several 
hours of steady climbing, we topped out on 
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a ridge where several camel caravan lead¬ 
ers were resting. Sharif was uneasy about 
the presence of so many strangers. 

“Not safe here, we will go on,” de¬ 
clared Sharif. 

As we descended the mountain, I 
observed some women and children liv¬ 
ing in caves in the steep canyon walls, 
undoubtedly for protection against air 
attack. I thought how lucky we Amer- 
are. We came upon a chaikhana 
along the trail. Sharif said, “We will stop 
riere for tea and cake. ” I thought I must be 
burning a lot of calories, as I was con¬ 
stantly hungry in spite of 
my dysentery problems. 
After drinking three 
glasses of tea, I ran 
out back to find a place to 
relieve myself; I hoped 
the food was going 
through slowly enough to 
release some nourish¬ 
ment. 


As I squatted, 
cursing the 
amoebas in my 
intestines, 
Sharif called 
out to me, 
“Mr. Bruce, 
come on, we 
must leave. 
We have 

many hours 
ahead. Hurry, 
hurry.” 

“No rest 
for the wea¬ 


ry,” I grumbled, pulling up my baggy 
trousers and wondering if this guy were a 
mujahid DI. I could get to dislike a fellow 
who interrupted my amoebic rest stops, I 
hoped the Russians got it too. 

We wended our way without obvious 
direction down the winding network of 
trails at a pace that would have made a 
triathlete wheeze. MiGs, from out of no¬ 
where, roared into view high in the sky. 
We quickly took cover along the sides of 
the steep canyon walls. Apparently they 
didn’t see us, as they were gone as quickly 
as they had come. Concentrate, I told my¬ 
self, pay attention to the surroundings. 
This environment could be hazardous to 
your health. It was 1600 hours. This must 
have been the afternoon shift. I hoped the 
bastards were late for supper! 

Soon we were climbing an abrupt 
mountain. I could hear artillery in the 
distance. Sharif said, “There is much 
fighting in the province. ’ ’ Near the moun- 
taintop we crossed an area that had been 
devastated by either an artillery or rocket 
attack: splintered trees, craters, scorched 
earth. Khangai reached down and picked 
up a large, jagged piece of metal and ex¬ 
plained, “One month ago, there was a 
BM-21 rocket attack here against the 
mujahideen. Many 
were martyred. 

Some were my 
friends. ” Four of 
our mujahi¬ 
deen 

stopped for 
nemaz 

(prayerL 
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American doctor had arrived. Most injuries 
were not of a serious nature: blisters, eye 
infections, complaints of headache, dysen¬ 
tery. All of these things were treatable with 
the medicine and limited medical knowl¬ 
edge I possessed. Because of the lack of a 
proper medical facility, serious ailments 
and combat injuries are evacuated to Paki¬ 
stan. Because of the long, arduous journey, 
many die before reaching Pakistan. 

The next several days were spent photo¬ 
graphing and interviewing the villagers. 
Their story was all too familiar: massive 
destruction of villages and atrocities against 
the people. One elder said, 1 ‘The Russians 
ran over the men with a tank and crushed 
them because they wouldn’t help them to 
find the mujahideen.” It’s open season on 
everything and everyone in the Marxist lib¬ 
eration of Afghanistan. The Soviet strategy 
is one of terror and intimidation through 
massive destruction of populated civilian 
areas. But their plan to dry up support for 
the mujahideen has not worked. 

Why is the world community so silent 
about these callous and methodical atroci¬ 
ties? 

The next morning at 0900, our group 

When author could steal looks at the action, 
he witnessed direct hits by 75mm recoilless 
rifle on communist fort at Nari. 


Bazrg pointed to a hamlet tucked away in 
the side of the canyon wall about 2,000- 
3,000 feet below us. This was where we 
would spend the night, I was told. “Looks 
good to me,” I exclaimed. Amir Moham¬ 
mad quipped, “Hapanache [don’t be sad]. ” 
And we were on the way to our next safe 
house. 

After a very steep, rocky descent, we 
arrived at a hamlet of four mud-walled 
houses and were greeted by some children 
and elders who quickly showed us to our 
quarters. We stowed our gear and a boy of 
about 13 brought us wash water, as washing 
is a pre-meal ritual. Wahid brought in a 
large communal bowl of nan pieces covered 
with chicken broth. Without hesitation, we 
all dug in. 

Soon afterward, while we relaxed with 
many glasses of tea, an elderly Afghan 
appeared and spoke to Sharif. Sharif lis¬ 
tened intently, then asked me, “Can you 
help him? He has a leg wound.” I removed 
the filthy bandage from the elder’s leg and 
inspected the wound. Good grief, I thought 
This looks terrible. The wound — largj 
deep and infected — had apparently been 
sustained during a fall in the mountains. 
“I’ll do what I can,” I said. 

After bathing the wound, I administered 
an antibiotic salve and reban¬ 
daged it. Word of my treatment 
spread fast and other villagers be¬ 
gan to show up, thinking an 




leisurely began to stir. I was the last to get 
up. I was thinking about hot tea when sud¬ 
denly the tranquil moment was shattered by 
the sound of MiGs overhead. Eight mujahi¬ 
deen all trying to get through a doorway at 
the same time would, under different cir¬ 
cumstances, be quite a humorous sight. 
Once outside, we determined the threat 
level to be minimal, as the MiGs vanished 
into the deep blue Afghan sky. Reluming to 
our tea and bread, I made the observation 
that the location of this hamlet, tucked into 
the canyon walls, was probably the reason 
that it went unnoticed by Soviet aircraft and 
escaped attack from the air. However, it had 
not escaped attack from troops and armor. 

After breakfast Sharif, Bakhtiar and Iran- 
gul were having a conversation and pointing 
to the north. Sharif said, “We must leave 
today for Lazha to meet Commander Rahim 
and his men.” As we departed, a spotter 
plane circled overhead. “We must be very 
careful. If the plane has seen us, MiGs will 
come,” said Sharif. 

Climbing up a high rugged trail, our 
group headed north toward Lazha, ever 
vigilant about the potential threat from the 
air. At the top of the mountain, our group 
paused for nemaz, spreading their patous 
for use in prayer. I used the time to take 
some photographs. 

Hours later, we approached a column of 
mujahideen headed in the same direction as 
our group. “Astallah mashai [welcome],” 
shouted one of the mujahideen. I recognized 
Commander Rahim from our earlier meet¬ 
ing. “Salaam alaikum ,” I shouted back at 
them. 

Soon Lazha Mangal came into view. A 
hamlet of eight mud-walled houses with 
large timbered roofs protected by a sheer 
rock canyon wall, it appeared very secure 
against air attack. The permanent person¬ 
nel, firing their Kalashnikovs skyward in 
traditional mujahideen style, came out to 
greet the commanders and our group, who 
had arrived together. Ikbal Joh showed us to 
our new quarters: home for perhaps another 
week or two. 


At supper. Commander Rahim and I dis¬ 
cussed politics, using Sharif as an interpret¬ 
er. Commander Rahim asked, “Why did 
America allow the Soviets to invade Af¬ 
ghanistan?” To this I replied, “The United 
States and the Soviet Union cannot risk all- 
out confrontation. The result would be to 
turn the world into ashes. There would be no 
Afghanistan nor United States. We must 
seek other solutions.” Sharif added, “The 
commander and the men understand and 
agree with your position. They also appreci¬ 
ate your traveling a long way from your 
home to be with them in their jihad. 1 ’ 

Weeks had passed since Peshawar, with 
recurring bouts of dysentery and hard 
physical activity. I was losing a fair amount 
of weight. If I didn’t eat very much, my 
dysentery would subside, but I was con¬ 
stantly hungry, no doubt a result of the 
combination of dysentery and exercise. We 
visited mujahideen positions in the area dai¬ 
ly, which appeared to lift the spirits of those 
men. They appreciated visitors and the sub¬ 
sequent rounds of tea and conversation. 

Lazha seemed very peaceful and, except 
for the occasional scramble when aircraft 
appeared, did not resemble a war zone. But 
I had an uneasy feeling that the shit was 
about to hit the fan. That evening, while I 
caught up on my notes, Sharif asked Noor to 
relate a story to me: “I was on my way home 
from school when regime soldiers came 
along in a jeep and took me away. They 
punched me in the face and told me they 
would kill me if I resisted. I was taken to the 
army barracks outside Kabul. My parents 
were never told.” 

“What happened then?” I queried. 

“I was given a uniform and Kalash¬ 
nikov,” answered Noor, “then was put in a 
truck and taken to the front.” 

“Did you receive any training?’ ’ I asked. 

Noor replied, “No. On the first day at the 
front, I ran away with my gun and bullets 

Mujahid armed with No. 1 Mk. Ill Enfield 
on Gomankai Mountain overlooking 
communist position at Nari. 


and joined the mujahideen.” 

Commander Rahim added, “He is good 
mujahid. He has killed many shuravi. This 
forced conscription is common in the popu¬ 
lated areas of Afghanistan, but due to mas¬ 
sive defections, the regime forces are 
shrinking.” 

Noor continued, “Morale was very bad. 
The Soviet officers beat us and treated us 
poorly. When there was fighting, we were 
forced out in front to protect the Soviets 
from mujahideen bullets. Most tried to fire 
over the heads of the mujahideen. We did 
not want to shoot our own people. Even 
some Soviets defect to the mujahideen. 
They had been told they would be fighting 
Americans and Chinese, and do not like 
fighting Afghan civilians.” 

Assembling his men, Commander Rahim 
interrupted our discussion. “Tomorrow we 
will attack the communist post at Nari.” 
Commander Tazamieer added, “The 
American will come with us to observe and 
write notes for his book.” The plan was to 
link up with the mujahideen already in posi¬ 
tion on Gomankai Mountain overlooking 
the communist position. 

The sun had not yet risen and we were on 
our way. As we climbed I was hoping no 
one would get injured. We were a long way 
from any medical aid. As we went higher 
and higher, I constantly searched for air¬ 
craft, but the heavens were blue and quiet. 
A subtle odor permeated the air as we 
passed through a devastated forest area. 
Trees were splintered and everything was 
charred black, suggesting a combined 
napalm and rocket attack. Everyone was 
quiet while we ascended the mountain. I 
was sure it was in contemplation of our 
imminent attack on Nari. 

Eventually we reached the positions at 
the top of Gomankai. Cut from solid stone 
or cut deep into the ground and covered with 
huge timbers and heaped with stones, these 
positions appeared well-fortified, almost in¬ 
destructible. Nari loomed below, 5,000- 
6,000 feet down the mountain. Nari is home 
to 1,500 Soviet and regime troops, and most 
ops against Paktia originate from it. 

As we toured the positions, the heavy 
weapons were being prepared. In evidence 
were Dashika 12.7mm HMGs and Chinese 
ZPU 14.5mm (“Ziqriat”) antiaircraft guns, 
75mm recoilless rifles, Chinese B-10 82mm 
recoilless rifles, 81mm mortars and, at 
another location, a BM-12 multiple rocket 
launcher (actually a Chinese Type 63 12- 
barreled 107mm rocket launcher that the 
Afghans have rechristened “BM-12”). 
Most ordnance appeared to be of Chinese 
manufacture, except for the 81mm mortar 
ammo, which was Swedish (Bofors). 

I peered over the ridge in an attempt to get 
a photo of Nari. This drew a quick response 
from the commander. “Get down from 
there. We are watched all the time with 
binoculars, and they shoot at anything that 
moves. Come, we will have tea.” As I 
joined Commanders Rahim and Darwish in 
a bunker, details of the attack were being 
discussed. 
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AFGHANS LEARN A NEW KIND OF SHOOTING 


Bruce Richardson's photo workshop 
for Afghan freedom fighters was set up 
to train mujahideen in the use of 35mm 
equipment so they can record their war 
from the front lines; This photo recoid is 
then made available to Western media 



sources and governmental agencies for 
timely, accurate news about that conflict. 

This series of photos, taken by a mu- 
jahid in Nangarhar, tells its own story. 
From left to right: A Soviet Mi-24 Hind- 
D helicopter gunship makes a low straf¬ 



ing run and fires its rockets into an 
Afghan village. The: helicopter is shot 
down by mujahideen forces with a U.S 
supplied Stinger antiaircraft missile, 
leaving only charred wreckage on the 
ground where it fell. 



At 1430 hours, it started. 

First, the BM-12 cut loose, followed by 
the Dashikas and ZPUs and the hollow re¬ 
port of the mortars. The recoilless rifles 
joined the concert — BLAM! I had an un¬ 
controllable urge to see how we were doing 
and rose up to peer over the ridge. At that 
moment, a direct hit struck the fort at Nari. I 
cheered and gave the thumbs-up sign to the 
mujahideen behind me. Shouts of “Allah 
akhbar!” (God is great) filled the air as the 
attack continued. 

There were more direct hits. Fire was 
now curling up from the fort, then a brilliant 
flash. Score one for the 75 mm recoil less, 
right on the money. More cries of “Allah 
akhbar!” filled the air. My adrenaline was 
flowing. More explosions from the fort ... 
must be ammo going up, or maybe petrol. 
The fort was taking a real pounding. I won¬ 
dered whether they would call in Soviet air 
support. Where was their counter-battery? 

Sharif pulled me from my perch. 
“Please, Mr. Bruce, be careful.” I couldn’t 
stand it, I had to look. What a show. Great 
shooting! 

BAROOOM! Oh, shit! An incoming 
round. Everyone took cover. BAROOOM! 
BAROOOM! Mortars, I thought. They 
were getting close. Debris rained down on 
our heads as we tried to become one with the 
rocky mountain top. We had to pay our dues 
for the attack on their position. I hoped they 
wouldn’t call in air strikes. 

BAROOOM! Oh, oh. A direct hit on our 
ammo bunker. BAROOOM! BAROOOM! 
Shit, I wish they would exhaust their ammo 
supply. The smoke cleared from the ammo 
bunker. No apparent damage. A lull en¬ 
sued. 

“Mr. Bruce, are you OK?” Everyone 
made voice contact to check for injuries. 

“Yes,” I said. “I’m OK.” 

This exchange had lasted for perhaps 20 
minutes or so and we had sustained no 


casualties. Again, our mujahideen began to 
pound the fort and its surrounding buildings 
below. The ZPUs spoke: DOOM-DOOM- 
DOOM. 

I could not assess the damage done by the 
HMGs at that distance, but the effectiveness 
of the BM-12, 75mm, 81mm and B-lOs 
were not open to question. Again, and in 
concert, our heavy weapons began to assail 
the communist position. Sharif screamed, 
“Get down. They are shooting at us.” 

BAROOOM! Wow. That was at least 
100 meters long. BAROOOM! More in¬ 
coming. “They are overshooting us,” I 
shouted at Sharif. 

MiGs would normally pound this posi¬ 
tion on a regular basis. I wondered where 
the hell they were. The Soviet strips at 
Khost and Ghazni were not far away. 
Gomankai is a very strategic position, one 
that has stubbornly rebuffed Soviet and re¬ 
gime forces from Nari and Samkani. 

“Mr. Bruce. Come. We must go now,” 
Sharif said, interrupting my photo session. 
4 ‘Tomorrow we will go to Parachinar. ’ ’ Pa- 
rachinar is located in Pakistan and was 
approximately two days’ walk away. My 
visa was due to expire soon, so that sounded 
like a good idea to me. We started to de¬ 
scend Gomankai Mountain at a pace that 
was difficult to maintain. I was weak from 
three weeks of dysentery and many hard 
miles of walking but charged with adrena¬ 
line from the events of the day. I managed to 
keep up. 

Just below us, BAROOOM! Oh shit, 
more incoming. BAROOOM! Those long 
rounds were now right on our ass. 
BAROOOM! Why did they have to be such 
lousy shots? BAROOOM! That one hit the 
treetops and sprayed debris all over us. It 
was all assholes and elbows as we ran for 
cover. BAROOOM! I scrambled into the 
bottom of a small ravine after Sharif and 
Khangai. 


I heard Sharif saying, “Mr. Bruce, 
please be careful.” Ever vigilant, always 
protecting, Sharif was registering concern 
for my well-being. 

“OK,” I responded. Then the rounds 
stopped. 

“Come, hurry,” said Sharif. 

As our pace quickened I recognized the 
signal of a counterattack from the amoebas. 
What timing! Oh well, I thought, I’ll just 
hold it or lubricate these baggy Afghan 
pants. Can’t afford the luxury of stopping 
here. Off we went, jogging down the trail. 

All was silent. Gomankai was silent. The 
op was apparently over. The mood was jubi¬ 
lant. We had no casualties. What more 
could anyone ask? Again, cries of “Allah 
akhbar!’’ filled the air. Khangai turned on 
his cassette player and serenaded us with 
Afghan music as we traveled quickly down 
the mountain. Our column buzzed with talk 
of the attack. Morale was incredibly high. 
When we reached the BM-12 position, 
Commander Tazamieer was beaming, hav¬ 
ing just learned by radio that the op was a 
success. 

After dark, we reached the center at 
Lazha just in time for supper. Sleep that 
night was not possible. The compound was 
alive with tales of the attack. Someone had 
taped the event and was playing it back. 
BBC was now broadcasting. I caught up on 
my notes, Filling in the many events of the 
day. Some of the mujahideen came to me 
for treatment of blisters. I obliged, noting 
that my supplies were running low. 

Sharif asked, “Can you write letters for 
some of the mujahideen who have friends or 
relatives in the U.S.?” 

“Yes,” I responded. “Of course. I’ll 
carry these out and mail them from the 
States.” _ 

Eid Mohammad, a 20-year-old who had 
spent one year in the United States recover¬ 
ing from a wound sustained when he 
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attacked them with RPGs and mines. Many 
mujahideen were martyred, but we were 
victorious.’* 

It grew dark. We had been traveling for 
many hours. My eyes were beginning to 
swell shut from too much sun. 1 was riding 
the mule again, having trouble walking. My; 
case of dysentery was really wearing on my 
nerves. I began fantasizing about hot show- ■ 
ers. Dogs barked up ahead. I hoped a 
chaikhana was close by, so we could stop 
and drink tea. One was, and we did. 

At 0500 we were on the move again. Our 
escort of 25 mujahideen turned back toward 
Lazha, leaving the original eight and the 
commander to continue on to Parachinar, 
“We will be at the border ip one or two 
hours,” Sharif informed me. 

Near the border we stopped to assess my 
clothing. “Put on this coat. All the mujahi¬ 
deen wear them/’ The commander, approv¬ 
ing, said, “American looks like mujahi¬ 
deen. ’ ’ I was dirty, sunburned and bearded. 
“Jesus, 1 look terrible,’’ I said, inspecting 
myself in Sharif’s polished naswar (green 
snuff) can. A Pakistani border guard rushed 
down to intercept us as we neared their 
tent compound on the border. After a 
brief conversation with the com¬ 
mander, he turned his atten¬ 
tion to me. No time to be 
shy—I walked right up 


to him and looked him in the eye. I was so 
tired and sick, I didn’t really give a shit what 
happened! No problem. He looked at me but 
said nothing. We proceeded to rendezvous 
with a pickup truck. Piling in, we were on 
our way to Parachinar, Pakistan. 

Up ahead, another checkpoint. Shit! 
These things were getting to be a real pain in 
the ass! We were stopped. Everyone was 
ordered out of the truck and subsequently 
searched. I feigned sleep in the cab of the 
truck. A guard approached, reached in and 
shook me vigorously. I did not respond. The 
guard opened the door and spoke to me. I 
ignored him. I was frisked where I sat, and 
the door closed. Smiling, the mujahideen 
climbed back on the truck, pleased that we 
had fooled the Pak border guards. 

Parachinar was a bustling place, off- 
limits to foreigners. I noticed that it was 
swarming with police. Soon we were at 
party HQ. A mujahid opened the metal 
gates and we were admitted. Sharif said, 
“We are safe now, but you must remain 
inside until we leave for Peshawar.'' 

Mustafa greeted us enthusiastically, 
“How was your trip?” 

“Good,” I said. 

“jVfomfa nabashi he replied, which 
translates as “may you not be tired/’ 

Heavy weapons were used in 
attack against communist fort at Nari. 
Here mujahideen ready Chinese-made 
ZPU-1 14.5mm HMG, which 
they call the “Ziqriat.” 


stepped on an antipersonnel mine, asked 
me to write a letter to his doctor in Los 
Angeles and tell him he was doing fine. 

The morning emerged bright and 
beautiful. We hastily consumed a break¬ 
fast of bread and tea. “Today we go to 
Parachinar,announced Sharif, 
couldn't believe I had heeft gone for 
almost a month. , 

As we traveled back to Pakistan, war dam¬ 
age was much more apparent, Gigantic 500- 
pound bomb craters, houses turned to rub¬ 
ble, animal corpses rotting in the sun, new 
grave markers everywhere. It’s depressing 
to think bow a technological superpower is 
doing this to these good people. Continuing 
down the road, a different scene began to 
unfold. Many destroyed T-54 Soviet tanks 
were in evidence, as well as bumed-out 
trucks and BMP personnel carriers. I photo¬ 
graphed what had obviously 
been a decisive mujahideen 
victory , “They came from 
Samkani,” Sharif ex¬ 
plained. “We 









Mustafa was the ranking official at party 
HQ. We were promptly shown to our quar¬ 
ters and arrangements were made for meals. 
Commander Rahim left immediately for 
Peshawar for meetings with party officials. 

A meal of tea and masta (yogurt) was 
brought to me while Sharif and the others 
dined on rice, salad and bread. After sup¬ 
per, medicine for my dysentery was 
offered. I sure hoped it would work. I didn’t 
want to travel home in this condition. 

For the next two days I rested, took medi¬ 
cine and began feeling better. I was getting 
anxious to return to Peshawar and the long 
journey home. It was now 1 November, 
1100 hours. Sharif came into our quarters 
and shouted, “Quickly, gather up all your 
things. We are leaving for Peshawar right 
away. The ambulance has arrived.” 

Again, I was quickly briefed as to my 
cover story in the event of our capture by the 
Pakistani border police. Sharif explained, 
“Do exactly what I do. Watch me closely. 
If I get out of the ambulance, you do the 
same. Do not speak in English outside the 
ambulance until we are in Peshawar. If you 
are questioned, say only, * Chamigi . * That is 
Persian and the police will not understand 
you. If that does not work and you are 
captured, tell them you are an American 
doctor visiting the mujahideen hospital in 
Parachinar. Do not tell anyone that I am 
your interpreter. We will have 15 to 20 

Continued on page 72 




SOF VIETNAM 


IA DRANG AERIAL 

AMBUSH 

1/9 Cav Scouts Turn Valley Into Kill Zone 

by Dave Bray 


T HERE was a blinding thunderstorm 
going on outside, and I could barely see 
in the flickering candlelight as I sat in my 
pup tent trying to tape together an infantry 
map of the Pleiku/Ia Drang Valley area. Just 
getting the map together was almost more 
than I could handle. That was probably 
lucky because it didn’t give me much time 
to think about what lay ahead of me. 

I hadn’t been in Vietnam long. A few 
weeks earlier, at about the time the 1st Air 
Cavalry Division was ordered to Vietnam 
(August 1965), two regiments of North 
Vietnamese regulars (NVA) had overrun 
the Special Forces camp at Kontum in the 
central highlands of South Vietnam. 

After putting the men, women and chil¬ 
dren who survived the battle to death with 
flamethrowers, the two units continued 
south and laid siege to the Special Forces 
camp at Plei Me, just south of Pleiku in the 
la Drang Valley. For weeks, while the main 
body of the 1st Cav was en route via troop 
transport and aircraft carrier, the battle- 
hardened NVA attempted to breach the de¬ 
fenses at Plei Me. But the brave Green Beret 
team and their 179 ’Yard (Montagnard) 
sidekicks held on, with the help of numer¬ 
ous Air Force strikes, chopper resupply and 
an Army of the Republic of Vietnam 
(ARVN) Ranger unit, which was badly in¬ 
jured when the NVA ambushed it. 

Around the same time that we arrived in 
Vietnam the siege was broken and the crack 
32nd and 33rd NVA regiments, joined by 
the 66th NVA regiment, melted away into 
the jungle near the Cambodian border. It 
was believed they were still in the area. 

Our unit, 1/9 Cavalry squadron, had just 
settled in and gotten our feet on the ground 
at An Khe when we were issued 1/100 tac¬ 
tical infantry maps of the Pleiku/la Drang 
Valley, areas (lots of them) and told to tape 
them together and prepare to move into that 
.region. That’s how I found myself in my 
tent on a rain-drenched night, trying to piece 
together a map. We had to handle the task 
very carefully — we flew so low and 


EARLY SCOUT 

Author Dave Bray enlisted in the 
Army in 1960, took the Tiger helicopter 
course at Fort Sill, Oklahoma, in 1963 
and became one of the first Scout pilots 
in Vietnam. He served in Vietnam with 
1/9 for a total of 10 months. During 
that time he was awarded the Distin¬ 
guished Flying Cross and 22 air medals. 
Bray is now a freelance writer based in 
Sacramento, California. 


searched our target area in such detail that 
we had to use many maps to cover our 
search areas. We finally got the maps 
together, ready to move out the next day for 
Pleiku. 

For the first days we staged out of Camp 
Holloway, where we were crammed 



Captain Fritz, leader of B Troop Scouts, 
during search for 32nd and 33rd NVA 
regiments, at base camp at An Khe, South 
Vietnam. Photo: Dave Bray 


together: pup tents and choppers inside the 
airfield perimeter. Then B Troop, of which I 
was a part, headed south and began 
bivouacking in various clearings. We would 
land while it was still daylight and set up 
camp. But as soon as it was dark the order 
would come to “saddle up!” Everyone 
would hurry to his aircraft and, with all 
running lights out, we would be off 10 or 12 
miles across the jungle to set up camp in 
another clearing that we had picked out ear¬ 
lier in the day. As scary as the landings in 
the dark were, it was a damned good idea. 
We were never attacked in our base camp in 
the la Drang Valley, although it seemed that 
our water supply never caught up with us 
and we were always thirsty and dirty. 

The l/9th Cav squadron was made up of 
five “troops” of company size — head¬ 
quarters, A, B, C and D. Three of the troops 
(A, B and C) were aerial reconnaissance 
troops, while the fourth, Delta, was a 
ground recon troop. Each of the three aerial 
units was like a small squadron unto itself 
— headquarters platoon, Scout platoon, 
gunship platoon and the infantry platoon. 
The Scout platoon, of which I was a mem¬ 
ber, flew Bell H-13 Sioux “bubble-type” 
helicopters armed with eight rockets and 
two machine guns. Inside, the pilot and 
observer each carried an Ml 6 and a .45 or a 
.38, as well as all the M34 Willy Pete (WP, 
or white phosphorus) grenades we could get 
off the ground with. 

The infantry platoon had an authorized 
strength of 40 men, but I never saw it with 
more than 22 at any time. The platoon had 
their own D-model Hueys and air crews to 
carry them into and out of battle. The 
gunship platoon flew B-model Hueys armed 
with four M60 flexible 7.62mm machine 
guns and a total of 14 2.75-inch folding-fin 
rockets. This platoon provided backup for 
both the Scouts and the infantry platoon, 
acting as aerial artillery. The troop com¬ 
mander had his own gunship, which was the 
command aircraft. 

As one of three Scout pilots, I found 


54 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


JUNE 88 








myself flying every mission under the one 
standing order that the Scouts had — “Find 
the enemy and maintain visual contact AT 
ALL COST!” 

It soon became apparent to us that we had 
two choices: to fly either right on the deck or 
at an altitude over 2,000 feet. At 2,000 feet 
we were out of effective small arms range 
but we couldn’t see anything down in the 
jungle. At four or five feet off the treetops or 
over the grass, we would surprise many 
North Vietnamese and be past them so 
quickly that they’d never have a chance to 
open fire on us. So we made a practice of 
flying tight to the deck. Our observers be¬ 
came masters at reading the maps and pin¬ 
pointing our position when all I could see 
was an unbroken sea of treetops with no 
terrain features on which to orient myself. 

At first our search orders came down 
from division headquarters and were no 
doubt drafted by some desk jockey who had 
never heard of contour plowing. Scout 
crews, gunship crews and Hit-ship crews 
were assigned north-south grid lines to fol¬ 
low and weren’t allowed to deviate from 
them. For the few days that we followed 
these orders, nothing was found at all. At 
one point during this silly line flying, I 
spotted hundreds of footprints heading east 
toward the Cambodian border in the dry 
sand of a creek below me. When I wanted to 
break off the line and follow them, I was 
roundly chewed out and told to resume 
flying the grid line. 

On my first flight into the la Drang Val¬ 
ley, when we first began staging out of 
Pleiku’s Camp Holloway, Warrant Officer 
(WO) Moore and I were following the dirt 
road that went southwest toward Piei Me. 
He was several hundred yards behind me 
and at 2,000 feet of altitude to provide radio 
contact with our base camp while I swept 
the sage-like bushes with my skids and zig¬ 
zagged back and forth across the rolling 
hills and gullies trying to flush some NVA. 

Suddenly we came upon a badly mauled 


When dustoffs couldn’t fly out wounded, 
Chief Warrant Officers Barrie Turner (left, 
holding Ml6) and Doug Tucker (center, 
wearing sunglasses) flew out wounded 
themselves after fighting alongside Blues 
during ambush. Photo: Barrie Turner 

unit of ARVN Rangers. As my observer and 
I flew below them in the gully to their left, 
they sat on their armored personnel carriers 
(APCs) and waved their red hats and scarves 
at us and cheered. It was quite a moment for 
a couple of young heroes hardly blooded in 
battle, and we made a show of dragging our 
skids through the tops of the bushes as we 
searched for North Vietnamese stragglers. 
We found nothing but South Vietnamese 
dead in the bushes. Then we nearly flew into 
a deuce-and-a-half truck filled to overflow¬ 
ing with their dead. The horrible sight so¬ 
bered us up, but it also renewed our resolve 
to locate the enemy and do our d amnedest to 
annihilate him. I began to fly ever-widening 
circles around the ARVN in an attempt to 
draw out the North Vietnamese. Each time 
we passed the ARVN they would cheer us 
again, as if we were the heroes in some 
melodrama, but we had no luck in turning 



U.S. Army field mess in la Drang Valley. 
Photo: Barrie Turner 


up any NVA for a while. 

Finally, after several passes, as I was 
flying just to the left of the road, Moore 
radioed urgently, “Break right, Bear, break 
right! You have tracers following you! 
Looks like a .50.” Immediately I broke 
over the roadway and down into the next 
gully. Moore was not sure where the fire 
had come from but by the cyclic rate could 
estimate the type of weapon, so we decided 
that I would try to draw it out one more time 
to let him home in on it. 

After zigzagging around for a minute or 
two to get up my courage, I again traversed 
the ground I had just been over. The ARVN 
Rangers who could see me well stood on the 
tracks and cheered, but no fire came. It took 
two or three more passes and slowing down 
to 40 knots before the tracers again began 
seeking me out. This time I saw them as 
they passed my bubble on the left side, 
going the same way I was. Immediately I 
began a “ruptured duck” maneuver, rotat¬ 
ing my cyclic stick slightly while raising 
and lowering the collective. This made us 
corkscrew through the air, making us very 
hard to hit. 

After one more sure pass, Moore had the 
position pretty well determined and opened 
up with all the firepower he had on board: 
eight rockets, two M16s and a handful of 
M34 WP grenades. As the surviving Rang¬ 
ers gave us a standing ovation, I turned 
around and put my rockets where Moore 
had put his, but to this day I don’t know 
whether we got the gun or not. We had to 
depart to rearm and refuel. Since it was 
getting dark, we did not return. Other flight 
crews were getting blooded about this time. 

A tough West Pointer from California, 
Lieutenant Colonel John B. Stockton, com¬ 
manded 1/9. Though considered “crazy” 
by many in the division, he was well- 
respected by his men. Sporting a large han¬ 
dlebar mustache, he was lean and bald and 
expected nothing out of his men except 
bravery, aggressiveness and the will to 
fight. Leading by example, Stockton got 
what he wanted out of us. 

On one occasion a hog unit (Hueys with 
48 rockets each) of the division Aerial 
Rocket Artillery (ARA) put rockets on the 
men they were supposed to be providing fire 
support for. They usually fired from at least 
half a mile back and about 4,000 feet of 
altitude. The rockets had a tendency to wan¬ 
der en route to the target, so such accidents 
were not uncommon with ARA. Several 
Americans were killed by the ARA, and 
Stockton used the event to spice a little pep 
talk to the pilots of our squadron. 

The exact words the man spoke evade 
me, but I do recall such expressions as 
“lily-livered cowards” being thrown out 
several times with the admonition that none 
of our pilots had better ever fire from so far 
back or they would be kicked out of the 
squadron like the lily-livered cowards who 
shot their own men. This was his reminder 
to us that, since the inertia fuses in the 
warheads of the 2.75-inch rockets armed 
them after approximately 300 feet of flight, 
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la Drang Valley and area bordering 
Hospital Battle area, with Chu Pong 
mountain on right. Before being driven 
back by reinforcements, Blue leader Jack 
Oliver and his 20 men killed or captured a 
total of 128 North Vietnamese Army (NVA) 
regulars during this battle. Photo: Barrie 
Turner 

this would be close to our maximum firing 
distance when supporting a ground unit or 
engaging an enemy. 

During the search of the la Drang, 
gunships spotted enemy soldiers — irregu¬ 
lars (Viet Cong, VC) — and attacked them 
as two platoons were put down to search the 
ground. It was about this time that two VC 
surrendered to our people and a third came 
forth with his hands up. His captor could not 
find his weapon. When the grunt asked per¬ 
mission to bring him in without his weapon, 
Stockton replied, “Negative. Get his god¬ 
damned weapon even if you have to kill the 
bastard.” 

Gunship pilots Barrie Turner and Doug 
Tucker flew cover during this engagement 
and put rockets on the enemy positions from 
about 350 feet out. Two other events, one 
humorous and one grim, took place during 
the early days of our searching the la Drang. 

An Alpha Troop lift-ship flying search 
missions as part of a team with another D 
model flown by Chief Warrant Officer 
(CWO) “Pappy” Deitch suffered engine 
failure and went down into a very large 
stand of bamboo that was nearly 40 feet 
high. Pappy, an air captain who came over 
to the Anny and took a warrant to fly heli¬ 
copters, knew that it would be a long wait 
for a Chinook to come rescue the downed 
chopper. He also knew that thousands of 
NVA were in the area. After a careful look 
at the position of the four flight crewmen 
and the downed bird, he overrode the gov¬ 
ernor that holds down the engine rpms on 
the Huey and picked up some extra rotor 
blade speed and began a long, shallow de¬ 
scent through the heavy bamboo to where 


the crewmen sat. 

Like a giant lawn mower, the 48-foot 
blades of the Huey chopped their way 
through the bamboo to where the four men 
stood on the side of the Huey (it had rolled 
over on touchdown). As he hovered over 
them, they climbed over the skids into his 
Huey. Then, with his chopper vibrating 
mightily, they mowed their way out of the 
bamboo forest and headed back to Pleiku. 
Back at Camp Holloway the blades were 
found to be separated, leading edge from 
trailing, for their full length. How it flew. 
I’ll never know, but Pappy was one heck of 
a pilot and the Huey was one hell of a 
chopper. 

A Charlie Troop gunship flown by WOs 
Bayrone and Tolley got separated from its 
teammate and spotted some NVA near the 
la Drang River. They radioed that they were 
attacking the NVA and then there was noth¬ 
ing but silence. They had not given their 
exact position, only that they were near the 
river. Other helicopters went in search of 
them and a Scout chopper flown by Captain 
Gower spotted the wreckage of the Huey in 
a clearing near the river. Landing his H-13 
nearby, he pulled his .38 and went to in¬ 
vestigate. 

Bayrone had been propped up against a 
tree and shot in the head. The body of one of 
the enlisted crewmen was nearby. There 
was no sign of Tolley or the other crewman, 
and NVA came out of the woods shooting at 
Gower. He ran for his H-13, returning fire at 
the NVA as he did, and exited the area. To 
deprive the NVA of the downed Huey’s 
guns, sky-raiders were called in to bomb the 
wreckage. Several months later, Captain 
Jack Oliver (B Troop, Blue Team leader) 
was able to go in and recover the bones of 
the two crewmen. Infantrymen were in¬ 
serted into the general area and found Tolley 
and the missing enlisted man. Rumor spread 
that they had been skinned alive, but several 
officers who should have been in a position 
to know denied this. 


Finally, after several fruitless days of 
flying the grid lines as instructed by Divi¬ 
sion, someone seemed to realize that it was 
foolish and we were sent out in teams and 
assigned “sectors” to search. Always short 
of Scout pilots, Lt. Col. Stockton sent some 
of his staff officers down to fly with the 
Scouts. On 30 October, I drew Captain Gil¬ 
lette, the squadron intelligence officer. 

I didn’t know Gillette, but I soon learned 
that he had no use for us lowly warrant 
officers. He told me to fly a tight “wing” 
formation on him and I told him that I 
wouldn’t. In B Troop we had already found 
that flying formation not only wasted two 
sets of eyes in the search mission, but the 
crew of the first aircraft was also hindered in 
effective observation while looking out for a 
close-in wingman. Not only that, but the 
second chopper was dead meat if the lead 
one went over an enemy who happened to 
have his finger on the trigger. One duck may 
get over the blind at five to 10 feet, the 
second — never! The ring knocker re¬ 
minded me that I was merely a chief warrant 
officer while he was a captain. So I shut my 
mouth. 

Our first flight was uneventful. The cap¬ 
tain did not even seem to notice that the 
“tight” formation I flew on him was from 
200 yards to one side and 100 yards behind 
him. On the second time out, Gillette broke 
out of the area we had been assigned to 
search and took off at twice the 40-knot 
speed at which we usually searched. In re¬ 
turn, I ignored him and began to fly my 
usual zigzag search patterns. Soon, on my 
left, I spotted a zigzag slit-trench just above 
a gully and just below a field of maize. I 
radioed Gillette of the find, including the 
fact that we had spotted uniformed NVA in 
the trenches. He told me to “mark it on your 
map and keep flying.” Sergeant Bill 
Doughtie, my observer, did this and we 
flew off to the southeast to join Gillette. By 
now he was near the la Drang River where it 
made a large horseshoe that opened to the 
north, and I could see him flying east over 
the trees. 

After spotting the first group of NVA I 
was more into locating the main force than 
pleasing the captain, so I zigzagged my way 
south to join him. Approximately 500-600 
meters north of the river, I spotted four 
occupied slit-trenches. They were laid out 
in a square. Three of the trenches were 
L-shaped and the fourth, on the northwest 
comer, was laid out straight as a diagonal 
across the comer formed by the entrench¬ 
ments. Again I radioed Gillette and told him 
of my find. Once again he told me to mark it 
on my map and keep flying. This time, 
however, I refused and reminded him that 
the reason we were out there was to find the 
NVA and maintain visual contact. To his 
credit, he put aside his attitude problem and 
returned to where I was circling over the 
enemy positions. 

Though the vegetation was relatively 
sparse, there were enough big trees to keep 
us from getting within 200 feet of the 
ground. After determining that the men be- 
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low us were in fact NVA, Gillette opened 
fire on them and instructed me to do so, too. 
Our rockets were set up at five degrees 
above level so we could fire them while 
right on the deck and not have them dig into 
the ground. At 200 feet in the air, this made 
it difficult for us to put them on ground 
targets, but we tried and our observers, Sgt. 
Doughtie and Spec.4 McMillan, opened 
fire on them with their Ml6s. We were low 
on fuel and had to depart the area while our 
infantry platoon (Blues) led by Capt. Oliver 
was en route. No one relieved us on station, 
so there was no one to guide Oliver to the 
NVA position. No ground contact was 
made with the NVA that day. 

The next day, Major Dick Grube, the 
squadron executive officer, came down to 
fly with us Scouts. Two years earlier he had 
been company commander of Headquarters 
Company, 7th Aviation Battalion, in 
Korea. Assigned to B Company, I was 
training officer for both companies. When I 
asked him where he expected me to fly in 
relation to his position, he advised me that, 
since I was the experienced Scout, he would 
fly wing for me and, after I filled him in on 
the first spotting of NVA the day before, we 
decided to see whether they were still near 
the maize field and attack them. 

Arriving at the position, we found the 
NVA in the same spot as the previous day. I 
asked Dick if he wanted to fire first since he 
had never fired rockets from an H-13 be¬ 
fore. He said he did and I rolled in behind 
him at about 500 feet altitude as he and his 
observer squeezed off a rocket. To our hor¬ 
ror, we could see the rocket ignite but not 
leave the tube. It was burning out both ends. 
A flamethrower almost three inches in di¬ 
ameter was burning out of control within 
two inches of three six-pound warheads 
about 18 inches from where Sergeant Felix 
“Tex” Helms sat. It was the first hung 
rocket we had experienced and we knew it 
was going to ignite the warheads and blow 
that chopper out of the sky. There was no 
way to jettison it. I radioed Grube to ‘ ‘Get it 
on the ground!” and he replied with a fran¬ 
tic “I know, I know!” They plopped the 
chopper on the ground about 150 feet from 
the trench they had been shooting at, and 
Doughtie and I opened fire on the trench to 
keep them down while somehow, with his 
bare hands, Tex managed to get the burning 
rocket out of the tube and throw it into the 
bushes. They then climbed aboard and got 
the hell out of there. 

The next day, 1 November 1965, Chief 
Warrant Officer Larry Tasker and I were 
flying down a trail we had found near the 
Cambodian border. I was on the trees as we 
flew east, north of Chu Pong. I looked back 
and saw that Larry had popped up to 50 feet 
above the trees — right into the kill zone. I 
radioed Larry to get back on the deck. He 
said something about what I could do with 
the deck. Before I could counter his wise¬ 
crack, he rapidly came back on the air with, 
“There are four people running below me.” 
It took me a few minutes, but I finally spot¬ 
ted them and we chased them through the 



For first few days, pilots, pup tents and 
choppers were all crammed together inside 
the airfield perimeter at Camp Holloway. 
Photo: Barrie Turner 

trees until they collapsed at the base of a 
tree, exhausted. 

About this time Doughtie and I recog¬ 
nized this as the same spot where we had 
engaged the NVA with Gillette two days 
earlier. I had Larry go to 2,000 feet to radio 
base that we were in contact with NVA 
regulars. We had plenty of fuel and were 
able to wait while Blue was landed nearby. 
After I guided Oliver and his men into posi¬ 
tion, they ended up killing or capturing 128 
NVA before being driven out by reinforce¬ 
ments. This incident was known as “Hos¬ 
pital Battle” because the attack area was an 
NVA regimental-sized hospital. 

After refueling, Lany and I returned to 
the trail the NVA had been following, deter¬ 
mined to find out if they had a rest camp 
hidden somewhere between the hospital 
area and the border. The trail was wider here 
along the river and in some places we could 



Sergeant Melvus Hall, Scout observer, 
framed by 1/9 choppers in la Drang near 
Katecka on Route 19. Photo: Dave Bray 


pass under the high canopy without fear of 
being trapped by vegetation. We soon lo¬ 
cated what appeared to be a rest area: many 
foxholes and bamboo huts along the trail. 

I radioed Major Zion, the troop com¬ 
mander who was hovering over the Hospital 
Battle area in his command gunship, and 
asked that grunts be sent to investigate the 
camp. He replied that one fight at a time was 
enough. Larry and I burned a few huts with 
our rockets (no one was in sight) and left. 
That evening, as we fed ourselves on field 
rations, a very tired and very dirty Jack 
Oliver came over to me and said, “Dave, I 
hope you boys don’t find anything else for a 
while.” 

Two nights later we were bivouacked in 
the most miserable spot imaginable. Small 
tree stumps were everywhere, along with 
thick stands of slender little saplings. After 
we had landed and set up camp, we were 
told to move our choppers. Bruce Johnson 
offered to move mine for me since I was 
writing a letter and, in the poor visibility of 
twilight, he sat my chopper on a jagged 
stump, smashing the oil pump. 

I had just bought a Vietnamese net ham¬ 
mock and tried to sleep in it that night, 
having tied it to several saplings just a few 
yards in front of the operations tent. The 
strings kept breaking on the over-stressed, 
undersized hammock and I kept waking up, 
tying it back together and then catching a 
few more minutes of sleep. It was a most 
miserable night, but at daybreak I was to 
learn just how nice a night I had had com¬ 
pared to the others in the squadron. 

Though Jack Oliver was not anxious to 
get back into a big fight so soon after Hos¬ 
pital Battle, the night of 3 November found 
him and his 20 Blues waiting in ambush at 
LZ Rose near the spot where Larry and I had 
found the rest camp. Accompanying Oliver 
and his men was reporter Charles Black of 
the Columbus, Georgia, Ledger. Black car¬ 
ried no typewriter that night. Like the 
ambushers, he was armed with a 12-gauge 
riot gun with double-aught buck. About 200 
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yards away, another platoon from 1/9 also 
lay in waiting. The plan was for the platoons 
to hold their fire until the enemy had passed 
the first platoon’s position in order to inflict 
maximum damage by catching the enemy 
between the units. 

As the men lay silently in the leech- 
infested muck of the jungle floor that night, 
the NVA did indeed pass their position — 
but they were still passing the first platoon 
of troopers when they reached the second 
platoon 20 yards away. Realizing that this 
was more than a small NVA unit between 
them, Jack and the other Blue platoon leader 
knew they were damned if they did open fire 
and damned if they didn’t. They finally did 
open up on what turned out to be the van¬ 
guard of the 32nd and 33rd NVA regiments 
as they headed for the Cambodian border, 
about 1,500 meters away! 

Apparently I slept soundly once I finally 
had the hammock tied properly because 
when I awoke early the next morning and 
staggered a few yards to the operations tent, 
I found that Gordon Fisher, the operations 
officer, and his radio operator were the only 
other people left in camp. Only my disabled 
chopper was there. No other machines were 
around. 

‘ 4 Where is everybody?’ ’ I asked Gordon. 

He told me that a terrible battle had taken 
place during the night and Lt. Col. Stockton 
had ordered every man in the squadron into 
the battle: cooks, clerks and maintenance 
people. My hammock had been in plain sight 
of the operations tent, yet no one woke me. 

“Why didn’t someone wake me?” I 
asked. 

Fisher just smiled. “Consider yourself 
lucky. Since your chopper was down, no 
one thought to wake you up. It might have 
saved your life. ” He then went on to tell me 
what he knew from monitoring the radio all 
night long. When the ambush was planned, 
the 1st Brigade was held in reserve. Colonel 
Stockton had operational control over the 
mission. Once the trap was sprung on the 
several thousand battle-hardened NVA reg¬ 
ulars by the relatively inexperienced troops 
of the squadron, it was soon clear that the 
ambushers were badly outnumbered. It was 
at this point that Stockton ordered everyone 
in the squadron into the battle or immediate 
support thereof. 

When our unit started getting wounded, 
the dustoffs would not go near the battle¬ 
field, so 1/9 lift pilots turned their landing 
lights off and felt their way to the ground 
among the 200-foot trees. Upon touch¬ 
down, they would friction down their con¬ 
trols, jump clear of the Hueys and fight 
alongside the infantrymen until there were 
enough wounded loaded aboard to justify 
their leaving the LZ. They would only travel 
a few miles to the Special Forces camp of 
Due Co, where Captain Fritz, the Scout 
platoon leader, was coordinating the re¬ 
supply of the unit and the medevac of the 
wounded. One of the gunship pilots, CWO 
Barrie Turner, describes that night: 

“Doug and I landed our gunship about 
midnight. We shut down and grabbed our 


UH-1B (B model) Huey armed with rockets. 
Chu Pong, South Vietnam, is in the 
background. Photo: Barrie Turner 

Ml6s and fought alongside the infantry un¬ 
til about 0330, when it was our turn to fly a 
load of wounded out. Other gunship and 
lift-ship pilots had done the same thing, and 
each of them had taken many hits on the way 
out. Scared the hell out of me. 

“We left our crew chief and doorgunner 
on the ground to fight and even took our 
rockets out of the tubes so we could carry 
more wounded. I’ll never forget the sights 
and sounds of that night! You know, 
though, we never took a hit. You can bet 
that after it was over, Doug and I headed for 
Pleiku and the good old California Bar.” 

Sometime right after the ambush was 



One of author’s “best observers,” Sergeant 
Benjamin Foster of Virginia, standing by 
H-13S armed with skid-mounted M60 
machine guns. This helicopter was used as 
back-up for the author’s rocket-armed 
H-13S. Photo: Dave Bray 


sprung and the platoons realized that they 
were badly outnumbered, Lt. Col. Stockton 
ordered the 1st Brigade into preplanned LZs 
to the rear of the enemy forces. The deputy 
division commander ordered Stockton not 
to commit the reserves. Captain Fisher and 
several of the other pilots monitored the 
exchange between the general and Stock- 
ton. As related to me by Fisher (and later 
confirmed by others who had heard the 
transmission), it went something like this: 

General: 4 ‘Colonel, do not commit re¬ 
serves. Over.” 

Stockton: “If I don’t commit reserves my 
men are lost. Over.” 

General: “Colonel, you have one written 
and now this is your second verbal direct 
order — do not commit reserves. Over.” 

Stockton: “I am committing reserves. 
Out.” 

As the battle raged. Sergeant Charles 
Miller, our Scout platoon sergeant, was told 
to get a load of small-arms ammo ready for 
pickup by en route Hueys. He sent a detail 
with a 3 /4-ton truck to the Holloway ammo 
dumps. There they were met by a major and 
a first sergeant who told them they had to get 
their ammo from An Khe, another 45 min¬ 
utes to the east. When the detail reported 
this back to Sgt. Miller, he hopped on the 
running board and ordered them back to the 
dump, where he politely saluted the major 
and told him briefly that they had to have 
ammo. The major said he was sorry, they 
had to get theirs at An Khe. Knowing time 
was critical for the men in the battle, Sgt. 
Miller wasted no time pulling his .45, jack¬ 
ing a round in the chamber and receiving 
fast permission for his detail to take all the 
ammo they needed. 

Over the nine-day period of the la Drang 
battle, over 3,600 North Vietnamese regu¬ 
lars were killed by the very “green” troops 
of the 1st Cav Division. One officer from 
the 2nd of the 7th received the Medal of 
Honor for his part in the battle. The only 
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Sergeants Doughtie (left) and LeBlanc 
(right). Scout observers with rocket-armed 
H-13S near Plei Me, South Vietnam. Photo: 
Dave Bray 

medal I know that Lt. Col. John B. Stockton 
received was a song, sung to the tune of 
* ‘The Sloop John B * ’ by a group of his pilots 
at the change-of-command ceremony when 
he left the squadron. It was very moving, 
and the tough old bastard turned around, put 
his hands on the back of Maggie the mule 
and shed a few tears. 

The song had to do with a courageous 
man putting his men’s lives ahead of his 
career. Most of us shed a tear or two 
ourselves. Even now, over 20 years later, 
when the ghosts of the la Drang run through 
my mind, I’ve been known to lift a glass to 
old John B. ^ 


SCOUT REPORT — 
THE H-13S 

Since the Hughes OH-6 A, which had 
been designed for the Scout mission, 
was not yet available, the first Scouts to 
fly in Vietnam used the H-13 Sioux (H- 
13S) manufactured by Bell Helicopter. 

The H-13S was an advanced and su¬ 
percharged version of the old H-13E 
“bubble” chopper that was used during 
the Korean War with skid-mounted lit¬ 
ters to medevac casualties. From what I 
was to learn later, I believe the H-13S 
was the better helicopter for the Scout 
mission; it gave the pilot and observer a 
better chance of survival, while provid¬ 
ing excellent “loiter” time for searches. 

The Hueys, Cobras and light observa¬ 
tion helicopters (LOHs, pronounced 
16ches), with their turbine engines, had 
an effective flying time of about one 
hour and 45 minutes; the more efficient 
H-13S, with its reciprocating engine, 
could stay out for about two and a half 
hours before heading back to refuel. 
This additional 45 minutes of search 
time per mission had to count for some¬ 
thing. 

On some of our very first missions in 
Vietnam, the unit would send out a 
Scout team of two H-13Ses covered by a 
high-flying team of B-model gunships. 
This was supposed to provide protection 
for the vulnerable H-13S as it skimmed 
along the treetops or at four to five feet 
off the ground. In reality, however, it 
hindered the mission. 

The big bubble and truss boom-tail 
construction of the H-13S made us 
almost invisible against the foliage of the 
jungle. When the gunships followed us 
for the high cover, they were forever 
asking us to pop up so they could see us. 
This was not only a waste of time, it also 
kept us from really doing the serious 
searching that weM gone out to do. We 
had to break off the mission almost an 


hour before we were Ibw on fuel. 

After two days of being “protected” 
by the gunships, some of us requested 
that we be allowed to fly without such 
protection. With permission granted, we 
began to find the North Vietnamese and 
do serious damage to them. Each of the 
troop’s 18 Scout pilots chose the way he 
wanted his chopperarmed. We had plen¬ 
ty of aircraft but a shortage of pilots, so 
most of us had two assigned helicopters. 

At Lieutenant Colonel Stockton’s 
direction, the squadron armorers and 
maintenance people had modified a 
rocket launching system for the H- 
13Ses. There were four tubes on each 
side, skid mounted, and a simple sheet- 
metal dial had been mounted on the right 
side of the console. When a rocket was 
needed, the observer would reach up and 
turn the dial to the next number. Hope¬ 
fully, if the blast from the previous rock¬ 
et had not burned out the launching 
wires, the rocket would ignite and fire. 

On the HU-ls, if a rocket hung in the 
tubes the pilots would lift an emergency 
lever and explosive bolts would separate 
the rocket tubes from the chopper. On 
the H-13Ses we had no such luxury, and 
I watched many rockets burning out both 
ends and prayed that the warheads of the 
other rockets would not blow from the 
heat. Eventually we learned from an 
armorer that the rockets hung up in the 
tubes when the warheads had vibrated 
loose. Subsequently, we would lean out 
and screw down the warheads tighter 
while we flew and we had no more hung 
rockets. On some of the H-13Ses we had 
a pair of skid-mounted M60s which 
tended to malfunction more than they 
worked. 

Each pilot was issued a .38 and an 
M16, The observers were issued .45s 
and an Ml6. In addition, we carried an 
M79 grenade launcher and a couple of 
claymore mines just in case we went 
down and the second chopper couldn’t 
get us out in the Scouts, 


Between pilot and observer was an 
ammo can with half a dozen M34 white 
phosphorus grenades which we dropped 
in trenches and on enemy machine gun¬ 
ners who thought they were unseen as 
they fired at gaggles of landing Hueys. 
In a bandolier hung on my shoulder 
straps were seven loaded M16 maga¬ 
zines. Twenty boxes of Ml6 tracers 
were stacked between my left side and 
the bulkhead of the H-13S. My observer 
carried his M16 at the ready. Mine hung 
from a large wire “safety pin” from my 
upper door hinge. The butt was on the 
seat, to the left of my collective. 

After firing at a target, we would 
overfly it and, as the observer leaned out 
and fired to our rear and right side, I 
would prop the collective on my left leg, 
grab the pistol grip on the Ml6 and turn 
it upside down so the brass would not hit 
mein the face as I fired. The few seconds 
it took to empty the magazine and return 
my hand to the collective were enough to 
keep the enemy from firing back at us 
when we were most vulnerable — four 
feet over his head at 45-55 knots air 
speed. 

One of the best things about the H-13S 
was its ability to grab a little extra power 
when needed. Unlike the turbine engines 
of the Hueys, the H-13S had no delay 
(while the governor was being overrid¬ 
den) between the time you twisted the 
throttle ^nd the time you needed the 
power. Even if you needed to over-speed 
the engine or the rotor blades to do it, the 
H-13S would get you out of a tight spot 
better than any other aircraft. 

To my knowledge only three of the 
Scout pilots in the squadron had been 
through the Tiger course at Fort Sill, 
Oklahoma. They were: Jack Oliver of B 
Troop (Scouts and Blues), Gary Weath- 
erhead of Alpha Troop Scouts and my¬ 
self, One thing they taught us during our 
low-level tactics course — * ‘Formation 
flying on the deck is not only nonproduc¬ 
tive, it is suicide.”' 
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SOI' EXCLUSIVE 





GUNS 

BEHIND THE 
GREAT WALL 

PART 8 

PRC Pineapples 

Text & Photos by Peter G. Kokalis 


SOF’s exclusive series on weapons of the 
People ’s Republic of China (PRC) now con¬ 
cludes with an examination of PRC hand 
grenades. The eight parts of “Guns Behind 
the Great Wall/' which began in the 
September ’87 SOF f now stand as the most 
comprehensive study of PRC military small 
arms to be found in a Western publication. 


Once again SOF thanks the PRC govern¬ 
ment for opening the People's Liberation 
Army Small Arms Research Institute to our 
Editor/Publisher Robert K. Brown , Tech¬ 
nical Editor Peter G. Kokalis and contribut¬ 
ing author Bob Jordan , who became the first 
Westerners to T&E PRC military hardware 
in-country. 


H AND grenades. Handle with extreme 
care. They are potentially the most 
dangerous item in the soldier’s arsenal of 
personal weaponry. Throughout history 
they have produced more self-inflicted in¬ 
juries than any other device available to the 
infantry. Yet they still remain an important 
ingredient in the grunt’s ability to meet 
with, and destroy, the enemy. While they’ll 
never replace a rifle. I’ll take a sack of 
grenades over a pistol anytime. 

Their first recorded use was at the siege of 
Arles in 1536. During that era grenades (from 
the Spanish word grenada, meaning pome¬ 
granate) consisted of an earthenware pot filled 
with blackpowder and stones and ignited by a 
piece of slow match. Used principally for the 
defense of fortifications, as siege warfare de¬ 
clined so did the grenade. 

Grenades were revived during the Russo- 

LEFT: On the Vietnamese front in the fall 
of 1985, PLA soldier prepares to throw 
Type 67 stick grenade by clenching the pull 
cord between his teeth — a practice not 
recommended by most Western 
orthodontists. Photo: courtesy of PLA 
Pictorial 


BELOW: PRC Type 67 stick grenade with 
1.33-ounce charge of TNT is still in use with 
the PLA. Conventional pull-friction fuze has 
a time delay of 2.8 to 4 seconds. 



JUNE 88 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 61 









ABOVE: PRC Type 77-1 is the final word 
on stick grenades, as it features a synthetic 
handle with a plastic screw cap. Hungary is 
the only other nation still thought to be 
fielding stick grenades. 

Japanese War of 1904 at the siege of Port 
Arthur. World War I, with its static trench 
scenario, saw the universal adoption and 
massive use of hand grenades. By 1916 the 
British were producing more than a million 
grenades per week. 

Modem grenades have evolved into two 
principal types, defensive and offensive. 
Defensive grenades are designed to produce 
a large number of fragments which will 
incapacitate at distances up to 40 meters. 
Earlier types, such as the U.S. Mk2, Soviet 
FI and British Mills Bomb, have externally 
serrated cast-iron bodies which break un¬ 
evenly into either large chunks or powder¬ 
sized particles. Unfortunately, the fuze 
assemblies and large fragments are often 
propelled as far as 200 meters from the point 
of impact. Defensive grenades such as these 
must be employed from adequate cover. 

Offensive grenades are supposedly de¬ 
signed for use by assaulting troops fighting 
in the open. Featuring heavy explosive 
charges with thin walls and little potential to 
produce large fragments, they depend upon 
their blast effect to stun or kill the enemy. 


ABOVE: PRC versions of Soviet hand 
grenades. In the background is an RKG-3T, 
a shaped-charge, parachute-delivered 
antitank grenade. From left to right in the 
foreground are the Type 1 (Soviet FI), Type 
42 (Soviet RG-42) and Type 59 (Soviet 
RGD-5). 

BELOW: Chinese stick grenades of Vietnam 
War vintage feature both long and short 
handles and either cylindrical or serrated 
oval bodies. All employ pull-friction igniters 
with highly variable time delays. 



In recent years, these distinctions have 
blurred. If incapacitation can be guaranteed 
within a 10-meter burst radius and the dan¬ 
ger area limited to a maximum of 30 meters, 
the grenade can be used for both defensive 
and offensive purposes. For these para¬ 
meters to be met, the fragments must be 
extremely small, with high initial velocity 
(up to 6,000 fps) and almost no residual 
kinetic energy at 30 meters. 

Three methods have been used to suc¬ 
cessfully achieve these results: 1) a pre¬ 
notched wire coil inside a thin sheet-metal 
body (U.S. M26 series); 2) a large number 
(2,600 to 3,500) of steel balls within a plas¬ 
tic matrix (Austrian Arges Types 72 and 
73); and 3) a pre-notched liner or sleeve 
within a thin sheet-metal body (PRC Type 
82-2). This discounts the fuze assembly 


which, depending upon its construction, 
can still fly back and embed itself in your 
forehead. 

Hand grenades are encountered in two 
broad configurations. Most common today 
is a hand-sized fragmentation body filled 
with the explosive charge and to which is 
directly attached the fuze assembly. This 
grenade takes several shapes: spherical 
(“baseball” or “golf ball”), oval (“egg” 
or “pineapple”), cylindrical or combina¬ 
tions of these geometries. 

Most of these grenades use one variation 
or another of the Bouchon (from the World 
War I French inventor), or “mousetrap,” 
igniter system. The fuze unit, which usually 
screws into the grenade body, consists of a 
detonator tube and a casting with a percus¬ 
sion cap in the center. Hinged to the casting 
is a spring-powered flap holding a firing pin 
that aligns with the percussion cap. A safety 
lever (sometimes called the “spoon”) clips 
on to a lip on the opposite side of the casting 
with the firing pin flap forced back against its 
coil spring. The spoon is held in place by a 
cotter pin, with an attached pull ring, that 
passes through a hole in the fuze head casting. 

While the cotter pin is being removed, the 
spoon is held by hand against the grenade 
body. When the grenade is thrown, the coil 
spring pivots the flap, flipping the safety 
lever away from the grenade and driving the 
firing pin into the percussion cap to ignite 
the fuze. Most hand grenade fuzes are de¬ 
signed with a 3- to 5-second delay — time 
enough to reach the target without permit¬ 
ting your opponent to pitch it back at you. 


ABOVE: The oval-shaped PRC Type 82-1 
grenade has an atavistic pull-friction fuze 
and an inner liner with hexagonal 
serrations. 

BELOW: Because of its compact mousetrap 
igniter assembly, the Type 82-3 is only 3 
inches in overall length but produces 300 
fragments. 
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YOU CAN’T EAT A 
HAND GRENADE — 
SOF’s GOURMETS 
IN CHINA 



It ain’t chop suey. SOF’s T&E team 
discovered hitherto unknown culinary 
delights behind the Great Wall. 

They don’t eat chop suey in China, 
but fried scorpions are an expensive deli¬ 
cacy. Homo sapiens is an omnivorous 
species and his appetite is controlled 
more by environment than instinct. 
SOF’s team discovered quickly that 
Chinese menus behind the Great Wall 
bear little resemblance to those of Orien¬ 
tal restaurants in the United States. 

Ink fish, sea slugs, ox tripe, chicken 
feet (a breakfast item), fungus, jellyfish, 
fish bladders, shark fin soup, 1,000- 
year-old eggs (actually jellied hard- 
boiled eggs dyed green), duck feet with 
mustard sauce and dumplings the con¬ 
sistency of raw dough were not exactly 
our cup of oolong tea. 

These unappetizing tidbits aside, the 
food we were served in the People’s 
Republic of China was excellent, China 
is a vast country with a long history. 
Ingredients and cooking methods differ 
widely from province to province. There 
are five major categories of Chinese 
cuisine: Shanghainese (Eastern), Can¬ 
tonese (Southern), Szechuanese (West¬ 
ern), Hunanese (Central) and Peking- 
style (Northern). 

SOF’s trip to the PRC was spent in 
and around Beijing, so our sampling of 
Chinese dishes was mainly of the Pe- 
king-style. Although some of the 
courses were derived from banquets held 
at the Imperial Court in Beijing, most 
originated in neighboring Shantung 
Province. Quick stir-frying is the most 
common method of preparation, as it 
permits the greatest retention of nutri¬ 
ents, freshness and original taste and 
color of the ingredients. Especially 
memorable were the sauteed scallops 
with bamboo shoots, fried prawns, roast 
duck, sweet and sour fish, braised aba- 
lone and deep-fried sweet rice balls. 


All of this was washed down with 
copious amounts of Tsingtao beer and 
moderately palatable local wines inter¬ 
spersed with infinite toasts of Moutai 
(160 proof, clear sorghum alcohol). 

Developed over thousands of years, 
four elements influence the taste experi¬ 
ence of Chinese cooking. They are fla¬ 
vor, aroma, texture and color. The 
Chinese have isolated five primary fla¬ 
vors: sour, pungent, bitter, sweet and 
salty. A Chinese banquet provides all of 
these components with harmony, con¬ 
trast and accent. 

Texture and color are frequently en¬ 
hanced with ornately carved garnishes of 
carrots, radishes and turnips sculpted 
into delicate flowers and birds. The arti¬ 
sans who create these masterpieces are 
highly trained and employ special carv¬ 
ing tools. 

Formality also plays a significant role 
in any Chinese banquet. Great emphasis 
is placed upon the seating arrangement. 
The seat closest to the door is reserved 
for the host, while the seat farthest from 
the door, opposite the host, is the seat of 
honor. The seat to the left of the guest of 
honor is the second place of status; the 
seat to his right is the third. Once the 
appetizers have been served, it’s cus¬ 
tomary for the host to toast the guest of 
honor and other guests. During the 
course of the meal, each guest, one by 
one, must toast the host. With the ser¬ 
vice of each new main dish (the head of 
any fish, duck or chicken served must 
face the guest of honor), the host must 
again toast the guests before anyone may 
begin eating. This adds up to a lot of 
Moutai and considerable camaraderie, 
no matter what your political inclina¬ 
tions are. 

The numerous Chinese banquets 
attended by the SOF staff were un¬ 
forgettable experiences. Our only dis¬ 
appointment? They never served us any 
fortune cookies. 

Highly trained artisans create exquisite 
carvings of birds and flowers from 
carrots, radishes and turnips for Chinese 
banquets. 
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Type 82-2 grenade has a Bouchon-typc 
igniter system with 2.2 ounces of TNT 
explosive filler. It breaks into 280 
fragments. 

Never hook grenades of this type to your 
LBE (Load-Bearing Equipment) by either 
the pull ring or safety lever. And never tape 
the spoons. By the time you unwind or tear 
away the tape, you may already be on your 
way to the pearly gates. Grenades should 
always be carried in pouches attached to 
your web gear. 

The other basic configuration is that of 
the so-called “stick grenade,” which is any 
grenade attached to a handle, usually wood, 
supposedly for ease in throwing. Introduced 
by British inventor Martin Hale in 1908, the 
first stick grenade featured an impact fuze 
and a cane handle to which were attached 
canvas streamers to insure nose-first im¬ 
pact, In 1915 the Germans added a time- 
delay fuze and removed the streamers, as 
nose-first delivery was no longer required. 
Called the Steilhandgranate , it was better 
known to the Allies as the ‘‘potato 
masher.” 

Delay fuzes on stick grenades usually 
incorporate pull-friction igniters that work 
on the same principle as a sulfur match. An 
abrasive-coated wire is embedded in a 
sensitive composition and attached to a cord 
passing through the hollow handle. When 
the cord is pulled, friction causes the primer 
material to flash and ignite the fuze, which 
bums for 3 to 5 seconds until it sets off the 
detonator. 

No country has ever fielded as many stick 
grenades in such a wide variety of forms as 
the People’s Republic of China. With plain 
or scored, cylindrical or serrated oval 
bodies, the wooden handles have varied in 
length from 2 to 5.5 inches. Early on, PRC 
stick grenades were frequently weather¬ 
proofed with a coating of beeswax. 

Explosive fillers ranged from picric acid 
to mixtures of TNT (TriNitroToluene) or 
nitroglycerin with ammonium nitrate, 
potassium nitrate or sawdust and schneider- 
ite. Picric acid has almost universally been 
abandoned as a filler because, in contact 
with iron, highly unstable salts will form 
and grenade body interiors must be heavily 
varnished. 

A study of PRC hand grenades reveals the 
same evolutionary trends we have seen in 
other areas of Chinese military small arms 
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M ORAZAN, El Salvador, 1985. Com¬ 
munist guerrillas hear the diesel 
motors of two vehicles coming down the 
road. Their flank security advises them that 
the vehicles are two homemade armored 
trucks of the Salvadoran army. The guerrilla 
commander isn’t worried. He and his men 


have ambushed such “customized” 
armored trucks before. You shoot out the 
tires with claymores and rifle fire, wait for 
the crew to jump out, then cut them down 
with machine guns. 

The vehicles have now come within 
range and are clearly visible. The lead vehi¬ 


cle is tall and ungainly looking. At top cen¬ 
ter is a turret with a .50-caliber Browning 
machine gun. On either side of the turret are 
M60 machine guns mounted behind 
armored shields. The rear vehicle is of the 
same type but only has an M60 mounted 
where the turret was on the lead vehicle. 
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The armament on the lead vehicle would 
make a good prize. 

The guerrilla commander, seeing the 
apprehension written on the faces of his 
victims, smiles; even the Salvadoran troops 
don’t appear to have full confidence in their 
vehicles. 

When the armored trucks enter the 
ambush zone, the guerrillas let them have it. 
Claymores are detonated while machine- 
gun and rifle fire join in with the deafening 
blasts of the directional mines. When the 
smoke clears, the guerrillas stare in amaze¬ 
ment. Something is wrong. The vehicles are 
still moving! The troops didn’t jump out as 
expected. Instead, leaves and branches 
above the guerrillas’ heads suddenly turn to 
confetti as the combined firepower of the 
army patrol’s .50 cal, M60s and CAR-15s 
chew through the vegetation looking for the 
attackers. The guerrillas persist for a while 
but finally pull back, dragging their dead 
and wounded with them in a bloody retreat. 
They are the first to have fallen victim to the 
Salvadoran Cavalry Regiment’s newest 
weapon in the fight against communist in¬ 
surgents — the Cashuat. 

The Cashuat is the latest in a long series 
of armored vehicles made at Maestranza 
(the central ordnance depot) in El Salvador. 
Earlier vehicles carried names such as 
Rayo, Mazinger and Astroboy, These 
names reflect the fertile imagination and 
ingenuity of Salvadoran military engineers, 
who set about answering their country’s 
pressing need for armored vehicles at a time 
when El Salvador was under the combined 
pressures of an arms embargo, economic 
crisis and civil war. Where other countries 
in similar circumstances would have simply 
done without, El Salvador came up with its 
own innovative designs using available re¬ 
sources which, although not state of the art, 
have helped give the army the upper hand in 
its counterinsurgency efforts. 

Development of the Cashuat for 

El Salvador’s Cavalry Regiment 

Early in the war the Cavalry Regiment’s 


GENTLEMAN AND 
a SCHOLAR 

David E. Spencer is currently pur¬ 
suing a degree in International Relations 
at Brigham Young University and is a 
member of the National Guard (Com¬ 
pany C, 1457th Engineer Battalion) in 
Provo, Utah. He has extensive experi¬ 
ence in Latin America, having spent a 
total of 13 years in Chile, Guatemala, El 
Salvador, Costa Rica, Venezuela and 
Colombia. 


OPPOSITE: Cashuat moves out on an 
operation. Notice gun ports in the cab and 
side-mounted M60s. The vehicle is missing 
its spotlight, which is usually carried on the 
.50-caliber shield. Also clearly visible is the 
armored box for the .50-caliber ammo 
attached to the shield. Photo: David E. 
Spencer 



responsibility was similar to the Dragoon 
Regiments of the Napoleonic period — an 
immediate-reaction mobile light infantry 
unit that could be rapidly mobilized to take 
care of any emergency situation. Whenever 
the guerrillas took a town, the Cavalry was 
called out to take it back. For example, it 
was the Cavalry which took back Santa Ana 
during the final offensive. 

But with the arrival of the U.S. advisers 
and Huey helicopters, this role was dele¬ 
gated more and more to specially trained 
immediate-reaction battalions such as the 
Atonal, Atlacatl and Belloso battalions. 
Consequently, in 1984 the Salvadoran high 
command defined a new dual mission for 
the Cavalry Regiment: first, to keep the 
national roads and highways open and free 
from guerrilla obstruction, since one of their 
favorite tactics was to put a roadblock on a 
highway, charge war taxes and bum com¬ 
mercial vehicles; and second, to protect the 
area between El Nino and Santa Ana. 


ABOVE: Close-up of soldier’s post on the 
troop-carrier version of Cashuat. Note 
sliding gun ports and the ballistic nylon 
tacked up to stop projectiles if they manage 
to penetrate the outer armor. Photo: David 
E. Spencer 

LEFT: Soldier’s post and one of the M60s 
on weapons-carrier version of Cashuat. 
Photo: David E. Spencer 

To keep the roads free from guerrilla 
roadblocks, the regiment needed more vehi¬ 
cles. Studies were made of available vehi¬ 
cles and several Cavalry officers were dis¬ 
patched to the United States to examine 
what it had to offer. 

Many of these officers favored the Fast 
Attack Vehicle (FAV). This is basically an 
off-road dune buggy that can be armed with 
a variety of weapons such as an M60, TOW 
antitank missile launcher and/or 40mm 
automatic grenade launcher. But after ex¬ 
tensive testing, the FAV was deemed in¬ 
sufficient for the Cavalry’s needs. 

Other U.S.-made vehicles were consid¬ 
ered, such as the Cadillac Gage V-150 com¬ 
mando recovery vehicle, but the cost of 
these specialized vehicles was prohibitive, 
especially for the large number required by 
the Cavalry. 

Finally, the idea was proposed that Mae¬ 
stranza make the necessary vehicles based 
on the 100 Dodge 3 /4-ton diesel trucks El 
Salvador had received from the United 
States since 1963 under the Military Assis¬ 
tance Program. Then-Major Oswaldo 
Marenco of Maestranza (he has since been 
promoted to lieutenant colonel) was com¬ 
missioned to study the feasibility of this 
idea. Several prototypes were built, some 
with the dune buggy idea still in mind. The 
final version was officially designated 
Vehiculo de Asalto Ligero (VAL) or “light 
assault vehicle.” It was later named 
“Cashuat” (an Indian word meaning 
“horse”) because it was the Cavalry Reg¬ 
iment which presented its vehicle request to 
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SALVADORAN 
SPECIALTY: COMBAT 
VEHICLE IMPROV 


Locally modified chassis account for 
most of the armored vehicles in El Salva¬ 
dor. In 1969 the Salvadoran army real¬ 
ized that it needed some kind of armored 
personnel carrier (APC) to support its 
troops in combat. Using available mate¬ 
rials and 2V4-ton M35 (6x6) Reo trucks, 
Maestranza built five simple armored 
trucks which became known as Rayos 
(Lightning). The life of these vehicles 
was short because the weight of the 
armor plates was excessive. 

Rearmament of the army and security 
corps took place during the 1970s. New 
equipment was received from France, 
Israel, West Germany, Yugoslavia and 
other countries, A number of UR-416 
APCs, Unimog, MAN 630 L2A and 
Magirus-Deutz Jupiter trucks came from 
West Germany and 12 Panhards came 
from France. The machines received 
were not sufficient to supply all units. 

As the need for armor persisted, 
Maestranza personnel tried to find ways 
to supply the armed forces with their 
required APCs. An International 
Harvester dump truck was available at 
Maestranza headquarters and then- 
Major Oswaldo Marenco decided to 
weld steel plates to this truck and pro¬ 
vide it with an armored box in the bed 
which could carry 10 to 12 soldiers. A 
Yugoslavian 20mm M55 antiaircraft 
gun was installed on top of this armored 
cabin for fire support. This experiment 
in modifying an available vehicle for 
military use was a success and set the 
stage for a series of similar modifica¬ 
tions in the future. 

The next truck to be converted into an 
APC was the Magirus-Deutz Jupiter. 
Fourteen of these trucks were fitted with 
firing ports and machine-gun stations 
and could carry 18 soldiers. Known as 
the Mazinger (named after a Japanese 
cartoon series, Mazinger Z), this 
armored vehicle was very popular with 
the troops. Only a few of these vehicles 
still survive; some were destroyed by 
mines, the others need spare parts. 

In the late 1970s and early 1980s, 
heavy fighting began taking place in the 
cities and populated areas. A tracked 
vehicle capable of going through barri¬ 
cades and nail traps set up by the rebels 
was urgently needed. Lieutenant Col¬ 
onel Marenco explained that the idea of 
buying tracked chassis came from a Sal¬ 
vadoran diplomat; he knew of a com¬ 
pany in the state of Georgia that could 
sell * ‘ Woodmaster’ ’ tractors. Twenty- 
seven tracks were purchased by the gov¬ 
ernment, stripped of their armor plate, 
cupolas and armaments and shipped to 


Author poses with unmodified M114 belonging to U.S. Army. Photo: Julio A. Montes 


El Salvador’s Cavalry Regiment as 
‘‘agricultural tractors’ 4 because of the 
weapons embargo with the United 
States. Once they arrived, Lt. Col. 
Marenco and his chief of armor work¬ 
shop, Staff Sergeant Vicente Herrera, 
proceeded to equip them with steel 
plates and weapons systems. At least 10 
different versions were manufactured, 
most of them as APCs. Others were fit¬ 
ted with three Yugoslavian 20mm M55 
antiaircraft guns, one was modified as an 
amphibious APC and four were canni¬ 
balized for spare parts. Most of the 
APCs received a configuration similar to 
the Ml 13, which has prompted some 
people to think they are modified 
Ml 13s. The APCs were further mod¬ 
ified by local commanders; Maestranza 
also modified some examples with an 
additional cabin and wire as protection 
from RPG fire. 

The “Woodmaster” tractors hap¬ 
pened to be Ml 14s stripped from their 
plates. The Ml 14 was developed by the 
Allison Division of General Motors Cor¬ 
poration back in the early 1960s, de¬ 
ployed in Vietnam in 1965 and 1966, 
then withdrawn after a production run of 
no more than 3,000. It has a front- 
mounted Chevrolet 90-degree V-8 160- 
horsepower gasoline engine and GMC 
Hydromatic transmission. It has a max¬ 
imum speed of 58 kilometers per hour 
and weighs 6.9 tons. Crew capacity as 
designated by the manufacturer is four, 
but the Salvadoran vehicles carry about 
10 soldiers. These vehicles in Salvador¬ 
an service are known simply as tan- 
quetas [little tanks], and a good number 
of them are still operational. Staff 
Sergeant Marenco (not related to Lt. 
Col. Marenco) from 1 st Infantry Brigade 
told me that, though the Ml 14s are fast, 
they are extremely expensive to operate. 
Another problem with the vehicle is that 
the motor overheats. The poor track de¬ 
sign also gives poor mobility. 

Other kinds of vehicles were also 
manufactured by Maestranza. An 
armored AMC Jeep CJ8 prototype was 


built; armed with a .50-caliber HMG in a 
turret, the only example is still oper¬ 
ational at Chalatenango garrison. 
Another unique vehicle was obtained by 
taking a Mazinger truck and installing an 
M55 gun turret and two weapons sta¬ 
tions for HK21 LMGs. In addition, 20 
Astroboys (another name taken from 
Japanese cartoons) were produced. They 
are simply armored boxes on Ford F-250 
pickup chassis and are used as troop 
replacement carriers, urban patrol and 
food supply vehicles. 

The Cavalry Regiment did not receive 
any of these modifications, and it needed 
something to replace its 21 / 2 -ton M35 
trucks and supplement the UR 416s. A 
study was done by a technical group 
from Maestranza and a tactical group 
from the Cavalry Regiment. Over 150 
M37 pickups had been received by El 
Salvador since 1963 under the Military 
Assistance Program. These vehicles 
were chosen by Lt. Col. Marenco to be 
repowered. Technical assistance was 
provided by Cadillac Gage and Mil- 
group. 

When asked if Maestranza has any 
other project on the drawing board, Lt. 
Col. Marenco said that he would like to 
produce a mine sweeper (mines are the 
biggest problem in the countryside), and 
he expressed regrets that the Salvador¬ 
ans have to fight against each other. 

We will have to wait and see what 
surprises the boys from Maestranza and 
their brilliant executive officer, Lt. Col. 
Oswaldo Marenco, have in the near fu¬ 
ture. We can only wish them good luck 
and congratulate them for their efforts; 
they have proved to be masters of impro¬ 
visation. 

— Julio A. Montes 


Julio A. Montes is a Salvadoran na¬ 
tive who immigrated to the United States 
in 1981. Now a sergeant (E5) in the Utah 
National Guard, Company C, 1457th 
Engineer Battalion, in Provo , Montes is 
also working on a degree in political 
science at Brigham Young University . 
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Maestranza, and the obvious symbol of 
cavalry troops is the horse. 

Design Characteristics 

Originally the Cashuat came in two ver¬ 
sions: a weapons carrier and a transport 
vehicle. Since then the transmission and 
chassis have been modified to accommo¬ 
date the heavier weight of armor plating. 
The weapons carrier has a turret with a 
.50-caliber machine gun that is electrically 
driven by two foot pedals but can also be 
operated manually in case of power failure. 
Its protective armor plate has an outer layer 
of ballistic nylon. To enter the turret, the 
gunner has to squeeze into it from under¬ 
neath. There is no top hatch, which makes it 
very difficult for the gunner to get out if the 
vehicle rolls over. 

Mounted on either side of the vehicle bed 
is a shielded M60D machine gun with spade 
grips. The M60D is a special version of the 
M60 that was mounted on American UH- 
1D helicopters and some vehicles, such as 
the Ml 13 ACAV, in Vietnam. All of the 
machine guns on the Cashuat can rotate 360 
degrees, but the .50-caliber turret usually 
has two blocks placed on either side of the 
turret ring to prevent the gunner from 
accidentally firing on the M60 gunners. 
When necessary, the blocks can be re¬ 
moved, allowing the turret to rotate freely. 

There are also eight firing ports in the 
vehicle for the mounted troops. The walls 
are lined with ballistic nylon for additional 
protection in case a bullet does manage to 
penetrate the main armor. The cab is also 
lined with ballistic nylon. Both forward 
occupants have firing ports in their side 
doors and below the windshield. 

The bed of the vehicle is high off the 
ground to avoid mine blasts but has no over¬ 
head protection. Lieutenant Colonel Maren- 
co told me that this was done intentionally. 
Experience has taught the Salvadoran com¬ 
mand that, when a soldier feels overly se¬ 
cure, he loses his combat readiness; in some 
cases soldiers were actually falling asleep 
when inside a fully armored vehicle, which 
led to substantial losses among armored pa¬ 
trols. So the decision was made to leave the 
new vehicles uncovered, to provide a mea¬ 
sure of insecurity and thereby keep the 
troops inside more alert. 

The other transport version differs from 
the weapons carrier in that it has no turret or 
side machine guns. Mounted over the cab is 
an unshielded M60D on a pintle mounting. 
In the center of the bed is a cushioned elon¬ 
gated hexagonal seat for eight men. Each 
man is provided with a seat belt, but in 
practice these belts are seldom used, as most 
soldiers ride standing up in the vehicle bed 
facing outward. 

I asked my Salvadoran military guide 
why their men rode standing up, since in 
Rhodesia it was found that when soldiers 
wear seat belts in personnel carriers there 
tend to be fewer casualties, especially in the 
case of mine blasts. He just shrugged his 
shoulders. I suspect that one of the main 
reasons the belts aren’t worn is that the 
Salvadorans tend to cram as many as 15 men 



in one vehicle rather than eight. Also the 
men have a much better field of vision while 
standing in an open-topped vehicle. 

While armor plating is certainly a must, 
the Salvadoran designers went one step 
further in assuring vehicle and troop surviv¬ 
ability by fitting the Cashuat with bullet- 
resistant tires. This is a great improvement 
over earlier Salvadoran armored cars. Each 
tire is filled with a liquid chemical sealant 
made by Dupont. If a bullet penetrates a 
tire, this sealant immediately fills the hole 
and keeps the Cashuat rolling for up to 90 
more kilometers. This is usually more than 
enough distance for getting clear of a com¬ 
bat zone after fighting an engagement. 

Cashuat in Production 

When assembly of the Cashuat was about 
to begin, technical advisers from Cadillac 
Gage in Detroit came to inspect the Salva¬ 
doran production facilities for making 
armored vehicles and found them very 
primitive and deficient. They were amazed 
that Maestranza had been able to build any 
vehicles at all. Though the Salvadorans 
were anxious to start working, these Amer¬ 
icans convinced them to hold back while 
they showed them how to build the forms so 
the vehicles came out better made, and how 
to build vehicles in a series. According to 
Lt. Col. Marenco, one U.S. adviser tasked 
with setting up a production line “spent 
almost 15 days just trying to show the me¬ 
chanics the best way to set the line. He had a 
hard time teaching them; the mechanics just 
wanted to start cutting and welding and fix 
problems later.” 

In addition to advising the Salvadorans 
on production techniques, the head welders 
in Maestranza were sent to Detroit for spe¬ 
cial welding classes. Armor plating and 
machinery were then imported from the 
United States and production began. 


ABOVE: Cargo and personnel-carrier 
versions of the Ml 14 rest at First Infantry 
Brigade headquarters in San Salvador. 
Photo: Julio A. Montes 

LEFT: Ml 14 variation based on the Ml 13 
structure, armed with a fixed .50-caliber 
MG turret. Photo: Julio A. Montes 


The original engines were replaced with a 
Detroit 3.53 110-horsepower diesel engine 
and a Spider 3053-A “New Process” trans¬ 
mission. Changes in the brakes, chassis and 
springs were also made to accommodate the 
additional weight of the armor plating. 

Actual production started in 1985 and 
lasted for about 18 months, with approx¬ 
imately two Cashuats being built per week. 
Originally, 89 vehicles were ordered, but 
the money only held out for the production 
of 66. All but two of the vehicles were given 
to the Cavalry. These other two Cashuats 
were requested by a colonel in Morazan. 

At first the Salvadoran army soldiers 
didn’t want to have anything to do with the 
vehicles because it was clear they had been 
made locally. Wary troopers went so far as 
to open fire on a few Cashuats with their 
assault rifles before they got inside to make 
sure the vehicles were really bulletproof. 
But after the excellent performance during 
its first combat engagement as described 
above, the once-skeptical Salvadoran sol¬ 
diers gained a lot of confidence in the 
Cashuat. They claim the communist guerril¬ 
las are afraid of the vehicle and take off 
running whenever they see it. Some army 
sources say the guerrillas have even fired 
Soviet-made rocket-propelled grenades 
(RPGs) at the Cashuat without effect — the 
rockets were cleanly deflected by the armor. 

The only noticeable drawback with the 
Cashuat is that it does not have a lot of 
off-road capability. But this is of no great 
concern, since the vehicle is used to patrol 
and protect the national highways in El Sal¬ 
vador. 

Cashuat in Service 

With the Cashuat, the Cavalry Regiment 
is organized into two Cavalry battalions. 
Each battalion has two Cashuat or Cavalry 
squadrons and one armored squadron. The 
armored squadron is made up of French 
Panhard AML 90 light armored cars and 

Continued on page 78 
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though their doctrines smack more of 
voodoo than religion. The leader of one of 
the largest groups, Pulaan, calls himself 
Commander Lahi (Commander Race, as in 
ethnicity). During his sermons he strikes the 
sharp blade of a samurai sword against his 
stomach. Since he doesn’t cut across his 
body it’s not surprising that he is not cut, but 
his followers think that this is a demonstra¬ 
tion of some type of divine power. Bandan¬ 
nas, talismans and shirts emblazoned with 
Latin prayers are worn by followers in the 
belief that they will be protected from 
enemy bullets. Welcome to the “Twilight 
Zone.” 

Cultism is not limited to the underedu¬ 
cated. Two company commanders of the 
elite army Ranger Battalion stationed in 
Davao are adherents to one of these organi¬ 
zations. They also believe that the spirit of 
God protects them from all harm. I gave 
them an opportunity to demonstrate this 
protection by offering to shoot one of them, 
but there were no takers. The bravery that 
religious fanaticism fosters among believers 
is fine if coupled with sound tactics; other¬ 
wise it is merely suicide. 

A minibus load of Lahi followers drove 
up one night as I talked to Lt. Col. Calida 
outside his office. A former member had 
left the group to become a bodyguard for a 
local politician and he failed to return his 
weapon as required by Alsa Masa regula¬ 
tions. Lahi was prepared to storm the of¬ 
fender’s house to get back the weapon. Cali¬ 
da refused to give him permission and sent 
him home with the assurance that he would 
take care of it. Lahi’s personal loyalty to 
Calida is admirable, but one wonders what a 
less scrupulous PC chief would do with this 
power. 

While Alsa Masa has been extremely suc¬ 
cessful against the NPA, the sight of armed 
civilians operating in a paramilitary role 
raises fear in many sectors of “death 
squads. ’ ’ So far, abuses have been minimal, 
much less in fact than was the case under 
Marcos’ police. Potential abuses or not, the 
government has little choice but to support 
these movements. The Philippine people 
are fed up with the killings and extortions of 
the NPA, and armed groups are spon¬ 
taneously rising throughout the country. It’s 
better for the government to organize and 
control this movement than for it to act 
independently of any supervision. What has 
happened in Davao demonstrates that civil¬ 
ian forces can be invaluable in destroying 
the communist menace. 

The message is clear — the people will 
fight to rid themselves of the NPA. If I were 
an NPA guerrilla, I would be concerned 
about the military — but my nightmares 
would be of Alsa Masa. * 


68 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 






Philippine Defense and Armed Forces 
attache Captain Carlos L. Agustin. 
Photo: courtesy Philippine Embassy 

only all PC provincial commanders were 
like Rene [De Villa], we would have no 
problem.” 

SOF: In your opinion, what is the 
threat of a coup at this time? 

AGUSTIN: llie possibility of a coup 
is, in my opinion, highly unlikely. 

SOF: According to your new con¬ 
stitution, the PC is to be abolished. 
Why is it still in existence? 

AGUSTIN: The constitution provides 
that the Philippine Constabulary should 
be out of the AFP. Steps are being taken 
to accomplish this, but it will take time 
because of many administrative prob¬ 
lems, one of which is how to handle the 
issue of pay and allowances and logistic 
support once the separation is accom¬ 
plished. A joint body is seeing to this 
orderly transition. We cannot afford to 
make serious mistakes in mishandling the 
human behavioral aspects of this issue. 

SOF: Some Philippine officials say 
that they are looking at a three-year 
timetable to win the war. Is this realis¬ 
tic? Is there in fact a timetable? 

AGUSTIN: We are not at “war,” 

I am not aware of a three-year “time¬ 
table” to eliminate the insurgency. In 
my opinion, if we can eliminate poverty 
and create sufficient jobs within two 
years, a three-year timetable is reason¬ 
able. What is ironic, really, is that this is 
a chicken-and-egg thing: If the insurgen¬ 
cy stops right now, solutions to the eco¬ 
nomic problems will come very easily. 

SOF: What more could the Aquino 
government or the Philippine Con¬ 
gress do to win the war? 


AGUSTIN: A loty and the Aquino 
government is trying its best. Congress 
has been supportive, but there is a limit 
when our economic situation is such that 
we use about $3 billion annually to service 
annual interest of our $28 billion debt. 

SOF: Loyalty to the people is very 
important in a guerrilla war. In an 
agrarian country like the Philippines, 
land redistribution is a major deter¬ 
minant in the loyalty of the people to 
the government. Where does land re¬ 
form stand now in the Philippines? 

AGUSTIN: Congress is addressing 
this issue. An executive order has been 
signed but the matter will have to wait 
for legislative action. 

SOF: Has any consideration been 
given to handling the current NPA 
insurgency and Moro problem in the 
same way that former Prime Minister 
Ramon Magsaysay handled the Huks 
in the 1950s? That is, by offering land 
to those who agree to support the gov¬ 
ernment, laying direct lines of com¬ 
munication between the peasants and 
the parliament and bringing an end to 
Philippine harassment of the civilian 
population? 

AGUSTIN: The land reform issue is 
still being debated in Congress, the main 
stumbling block being determination of 
the maximum allowable area to be re¬ 
tained by present landowners. We no 
longer have the luxury of opening up 
public lands as was feasible under 
Ramon Magsaysay in the ’50s. With the 
new Congress and the newly elected lo¬ 
cal officials, communication with the 
people can be more easily facilitated. 
The defense and AFP leadership have 
been stressing this point, together with 
the delivery of services to the people. 


SOF; Some politicians are claiming 
that the NPA is receiving large quanti¬ 
ties of military supplies from the com¬ 
munist-bloc countries, yet very little 
real evidence has been presented. Is 
their contention true or is it just for 
political consumption? 

AGUSTIN: Their bases [for this con¬ 
tention] are the many unconfirmed re¬ 
ports which AFP and U.S. intelligence 
agencies, as well as the press, have re¬ 
ceived in the past two years. I am not 
aware of confirmed sources to this 
effect. 

SOF: The war against the Moro 
National Liberation Front (MNLF) 
seems to be quiet now. Why is this and 
can peace on this front be maintained? 

AGUSTIN: The MNLF is divided 
among three factions. However, it is 
busy posturing at the present time, trying 
to get recognition in the Organization of 
Islamic Countries and, less likely, for a 
belligerent status with the United Na¬ 
tions. 

Their mSi^ifficulty is that they real¬ 
ly do not represent the majority of Mos¬ 
lem Filipinos. In fact, many Moslems 
have been killed on the government side 
in this unfortunate “war,” which is pri¬ 
marily to advance the interests of people 
like Nur Misuari. 

All of their claims and demands are 
unreasonable. There are social problems 
involved, but there is no polarization 
between Moslems and Christians. 

I think the problem will eventually 
resolve itself. 

SOF: Does the government of the 
Philippines really want the United 
States out of its bases at Clark and 
Subic Bay, or do they just want more 
money? 

AGUSTIN: The position of the Phil¬ 
ippine government is still being studied 
with respect to the negotiations of the 
bases. In fact, our ambassador to the 
United States went to Manila in February 
to confer with the panel on this matter. 

SOF: Recent articles in internation¬ 
al publications have called into ques¬ 
tion how much the Filipinos say that 
their people lack the discipline for 
democracy. Do you think the Philip¬ 
pines would be better off under a be¬ 
nevolent dictator, or are they ready 
for the give-and-take of democracy? 

AGUSTIN: The experience of Japan, 
starting from the 19th century, and more 
recently the experiences of South Korea, 
Taiwan, China and Singapore have 
shown that some kind of compromise 
between true Western democracy and a 
little more rigid form of government is 
necessary in order to progress. 

The idea of a 4 ‘benevolent dictator’ ’ is 
very attractive, granting that we can find 
the right man. But can we? 

— Tom Bates 
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assholes and elbows disappearing into the 
foliage ahead of us. Talk about an adrena¬ 
line rush! 

We found very little war materiel at first. 
It looked almost like an R&R center for the 
Gs. The camp itself was about 300 yards long 
and 100 yards wide. As our teams spread out 
to search we heard the Gs hit the blocking 
force. There was definitely a big fight going 
on at the bottom of the hill. The sector I was in 
had a lot of bunkers and trenches and, like in 
Vietnam, everything was faced for an attack 
coming from downhill. 

It didn’t take us too long to sweep this 
area, although I was wishing I had brought a 
barracks bag full of grenades. Our boys had 
started finding weapons and supplies and 
were busy destroying everything in sight. 
The front teams had reached the far end of 
the compound and set up a perimeter. We 
had a team on each side of the camp and the 
rest were tearing the camp apart, but there 
was no sign of our kidnapped colonel. 

The lieutenant got word on the radio that 
a large group of Gs was heading our way. 
We didn’t have the firepower to handle what 
was coming at us, so it was time to go. The 
boys in the sky said they would keep them 
off our backs until we reached our PZ (pick¬ 
up zone). At about this time we saw eight to 
10 Gs run inside a building at the far side of 
the camp. The lieutenant got on the radio 
and gave the location to the fly boys. We 
had a team about 50 yards from the hut and 
they had to run like hell to get far enough 
away so the chopper could fire. The Hughes 
OH6A came in for a pass and the hut just fell 
down around itself. Miniguns do that to 
mud huts. 

We did not have time for a body count. 
The Gs were pouring fire into our position 
and it was time to boogie. We were about 
400 yards from the PZ and it was all uphill. 
The first 200 yards I thought I would die and 
the last two I was hoping I would. By the 
time I reached the PZ I think a six-year-old 
kid could have killed me with a rubber 
bayonet. 

The Gs had regrouped and were hot on 
our ass. When we hit the top of the hill the 
gunships were pouring fire in a 360 around 
us and our pickup birds were there to get us. 
The top of the knoll was small and only two 
choppers could come in at a time. The 
sergeant major and I stayed with the lieuten¬ 
ant and went out on the last bird. As we 
lifted off and fought for altitude, the intensi¬ 
ty of the last two hours started to fade away. 
All that was left was the high of combat. 

There is no other feeling like it in the 
world. You beat the bastards and you got 
away clean. On the way back everybody 
was laughing and acting like fools. When 
we hit the air base everybody was still on the 
high; we felt like we could whip the world. 
We had lost no one in the group and had tom 
the shit out of the Gs and their camp. The 
only downer was that we had not found the 
colonel. 
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After the debriefing, the sergeant major 
and I turned in our equipment and went to 
the O-club for a drink. We met the pilots 
there and they told us the hut we had called 
the air strike on had produced eight dead Gs 
with rifles. In all there had been 40 G bodies 
accounted for and we had destroyed several 
tons of supplies in the compound. The 
sergeant major and I went back to my room 
for a shower, changed clothes and went to 
town to buy the best steak we could find. 

As I left the sergeant major and caught a 
taxi back to the base at about one in the 
morning, my body started to remind me that 
I might be getting too old for this shit. It had 
been a very long day and tomorrow was 
only three hours away. ^ 

PRC PINEAPPLES 

Continued from page 63 

development. By 1967 the PRC stick gre¬ 
nade had reached a single, standardized 
form as the Type 67. Overall length is 8.16 
inches with a weight of 21 ounces. A 1.33- 
ounce charge of TNT is used as the explo¬ 
sive filler in the plain cylindrical body and 
the usual pull-friction fuze has a time delay 
of 2.8 to 4 seconds. The effective casualty 
radius (that distance from the point of deto¬ 
nation at which 50 percent of all exposed 
personnel will be incapacitated) is 7 meters, 
with a danger radius of 32 meters. 

Type 67 grenades are still in service with 
the People’s Liberation Army. An inert 
practice version of this grenade called the 
Type 58 is available from Keng’s Firearms 
Specialty, Inc. (Dept. SOF, Suite 222,6030 
Georgia Highway 85, Riverdale, GA 
30274; phone 404-996-2079) for only 
$11.95 plus $3.50 for shipping. The record 
throwing distance for this grenade is an in¬ 
credible 90 meters, established by a PLA 
soldier. 

The Chinese have also produced a num¬ 
ber of grenades based on Soviet designs and 
differing from them only slightly. These 
include the Type 1 (Soviet FI), Type 42 
(Soviet RG-42), Type 59 (Soviet RGD-5) 
and the RKG-3T (Soviet RKG-3 antitank 
grenade series). Although used with some 
success in the Arab-Israeli War of October 
1973, the RKG-3 series has never been 
popular with the troops. Weighing almost 
2.5 pounds, this shaped-charge, parachute- 
delivered grenade can be hurled but a short 
distance and requires a suicidal attitude on 
the part of its user. 

In 1977 the PRC introduced what must 
surely rank as the final word on stick gre¬ 
nades. Known as the Type 77-1, it features a 
synthetic handle with a plastic screw cap. 
Overall length has been reduced to 6.84 
inches and the weight dropped to 12.6 
ounces, although the TNT explosive filler 
has been almost doubled (2.45 ounces). The 
egg-shaped body breaks into an average of 
280 pieces (four times as many as the Type 
67). A pull-friction fuze with a 2.8- to 4- 
second delay has been retained. The effec¬ 
tive casualty radius and danger radius have 
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been increased to 8.4 and 37.2 meters, re¬ 
spectively. 

While this represents a significant im¬ 
provement over previous types, Hungary is 
the only nation still thought to be fielding 
stick grenades. By the early 1970s, the PRC 
had begun its development of more com¬ 
pact, Western-style grenades. 

First to roll down the Great Wall was the 
relatively diminutive Type 73. Weighing 
but 6.65 ounces and with an overall length 
of only 3.6 inches, it contains 580 steel balls 
within its 1.7-inch diameter. The effective 
casualty radius is 7.2 meters and it can be 
pitched 80 meters by almost any weak sis¬ 
ter. A standard Bouchon-type igniter sys¬ 
tem is employed with a delay time of 3 to 4 
seconds. 

This was followed in 1982 by a series of 
three oval-shaped grenades. All three em¬ 
ploy an inner liner with hexagonal serra¬ 
tions. Type 82-1 grenades are 4 inches in 
overall length and weigh 9.1 ounces with 
2.6 ounces of TNT explosive filler. Produc¬ 
ing 280 fragments, the effective casualty 
radius is 6.25 meters, with a danger radius 
of 30 meters. Surprisingly enough, a by¬ 
now atavistic pull-friction igniter system 
with a 3- to 4-second delay has been stuffed 
into the Type 82-Ts short neck. 

Type 82-2 grenades incorporate a 
Bouchon-type igniter system with a delay 
time of 2.8 to 3.8 seconds. (How the hell do 
you count 2.8 seconds when pitching a gre¬ 
nade?) Overall length is only 3.4 inches, 


with a total weight of 9.1 ounces and 2.2 
ounces of TNT filler. Breaking into 280 
fragments, the effective casualty radius and 
danger radius are the same as those of the 
Type 82-1. 

Even smaller is the Type 82-3 grenade. 
Although it produces 300 fragments, the 
overall length is but 3 inches due to its more 
compact mousetrap igniter assembly. 
Weighing 8.75 ounces with 2.1 ounces of 
TNT, the effective casualty radius is 6 
meters, with a danger radius of 27 meters. 

Grenades launched by hand will remain a 
useful combat asset into the foreseeable fu¬ 
ture. As it has with assault rifles, automatic 
grenade launchers and machine guns, the 
PLA has launched itself into the develop¬ 
mental forefront of these short-range, but 
deadly, missiles. Legitimate governmental 
entities desiring further information con¬ 
cerning the entire line of PRC grenades 
should contact Poly Technologies, Inc., 
Dept. SOF, 5/F Citic Building, 19, Jian 
Guo Men Wai Street, Beijing, People's Re¬ 
public of China. * 

DIRECT HIT 

Continued from page 53 

checkpoints to pass through before Gen- 
deley. After that, it will be less dangerous as 
we continue to Peshawar.” 

I asked Sharif why there was so much 


security traveling away from the border. He 
explained, “Because of the bomb scares. 
The Khad agents are planting explosive de¬ 
vices in the bazaars and other public places 
and blaming the Afghan refugees in an 
attempt to alienate the Pakistanis and erode 
support for Afghanistan.” 

We stowed my gear in the ambulance and 
a little after noon we were on our way, 
winding along Parachinar’s narrow streets 
that were choked with people, animals and 
rickshaws. Police were everywhere. Lady 
Luck would have to be with us to pull off 
this deception. 

Five miles outside Parachinar we encoun¬ 
tered our first checkpost. Several vehicles 
had been stopped and were being systemati¬ 
cally searched. All occupants were frisked. 
Sharif and I had lined up behind the others, 
awaiting our turn to be searched, when I 
suddenly realized that my notebook was in 
my shirt pocket, filled with accounts of the 
trip and written in English. Oh, shit! I 
thought, now I’m in trouble. As the guard 
searched me, he felt my notebook, giving it 
a gentle squeeze, but he didn’t look in my 
pocket. Finally, I was waved on. One 
down, 15 or so to go. 

Sharif and the ambulance driver had 
approving smiles on their faces when I 
climbed back into the ambulance. “Sharif, 
you had better put my notebook with my 
other gear. It would be hard to explain if 
discovered,” I said. 

There were numerous antiaircraft posi- 



PREDATOR 1 


1ST GENERATION 
HIGHLIGHT GAIN, 
EXTREMELY COMPACT 
HAND-HELD BINOCULARS 
INDIVIDUALLY FOCUSED 
EYEPIECES 


INFRARED POCKETSCOPES AND GOGGLES, PRICES START AT $250.00. WHY PAY MORE? 


PROFESSIONAL NIGHT VISION EQUIPMENT 



NF-1 


• 1ST GEN HANDHELD 
SCOPE 

• EASILY CONCEALED, 
EXCEPTIONAL VALUE 

• IDEAL FOR DISCREET NIGHT 
SURVEILLANCE 


1 COMMUNICATION 

CONTROL, INC. 

Call for free demonstration at any of our authorized distributors. 

World Headquarters 

160 Midland Ave., Port Chester, NY 10573 (914) 934-8100 

TELEX: 238720 FAX: (914) 934-8093 

630 Third Ave., New York, NY, 10017 (212) 

1801 K St N.W, Washington, D.C. 20006 (202) 

1435 Brickell Ave., Miami, FL 33131 (305) 

The Galleria, Suite 3696, Houston, TX 77056 (713) 

9465 Wilshire Blvd., Beverly Hills, CA 90212 (213) 

DEALERS WANTED 


557-3040 

659-3432 

358-4336 

626-0007 

274-6256 


DCCS 1987 


72 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


JUNE 88 







tions along the road from Parachinar, and I 
queried Sharif about them. “They are here 
because of the threat from Soviet and re¬ 
gime MiG attacks that occur on a regular 
basis. Pakistani territory has been bombed 
and rocketed many times. Their targets are 
usually refugee camps and towns that they 
claim are being used as staging areas for the 
mujahideen. MiGs have been shot down 
over Pakistani territory.” 

Checkpost number two loomed ahead. 
Two Pak guards patted me down. One 
spoke to me. I replied as instructed earlier, 
“CAamigi.” He looked at me quizzically 
and waved me on. Checkpost number two 
was in the bag. My cover was working. 

Traveling north toward Peshawar, we 
successfully breached 16 checkpoints in 
spite of hand searches and careful scrutiny 
at each one. I was beginning to think I really 
looked Afghani. As we approached Hangu, 
the checkpoint gates were up and the guards 
waved us through — they were stopping 
only buses and passenger cars. The official 
look of the ambulance helped immeasur¬ 
ably, I am sure. 

Darra Adam Khel, the gun-making town, 
was next along our route. Sharif com¬ 
mented, “Some of the mujahideen get their 
guns here, but they do not last as long as the 
Soviet, Chinese and Egyptian arms that we 
have.” Shots rang out as we negotiated the 
narrow streets. Customers of the gunmakers 
would step out on the street and cut loose to 


test their prospective purchases. 

Security was noticeably more lax as we 
approached Peshawar. All checkpoints had 
their gates up, with only buses and private 
cars being examined. At 1730 hours, we 
arrived at Peshawar. Soon we were at party 
HQ. After a debriefing, I was taken back to 
my hotel in the jeep so as not to attract 
attention. As I entered the hotel lobby to 
re-register, the manager asked me, “Where 
have you been?” 

“Oh, I have been up in Chitral, hiking 
and taking pictures.” As usual, the snoops 
were curious. Caution was in order. 

That evening, I luxuriated in a hot shower 
for about half an hour. Truly the stuff 
dreams are made of. Early the next morn¬ 
ing, my phone rang: 

“This is Sharif. May I come to see you?” 

“Of course,” I said. 

“The commander and some of the mu¬ 
jahideen want to come and say good-bye to 
you. We will come at 1900 hours.” 

After showering, I ran down to the bazaar 
at Saddar to pick up some last-minute gifts 
for the family, returning to the hotel to catch 
up on some badly needed rest. My phone 
rang at 1845 hours. 

“Hello, this is the lobby. There are some 
Afghan refugees down here to see you, but I 
can’t let them come up to your room.” 

“Why not?” I demanded. 

“It is hotel policy because of all the 
bombings. We have to be careful.” 


“Tell them to wait. I will be right 
down.” 

When I got down to the lobby and saw 
Sharif and Bakhtiar standing there, I got 
really pissed off. The manager looked 
sheepish and I jumped right on him. 

“Either my guests can come to my room, 
or I will not stay in this hotel another min¬ 
ute.” 

“But we don’t know these people,” he 
countered. 

‘7 have known them for years,” I 
argued. 

Reluctantly, the manager agreed to let 
them come up for a visit. 

Eventually, all my guests arrived. We 
talked of our journey together and of a 
possible trip to Kunar in 1988. 

It was time to say our good-byes. Reluc¬ 
tantly, with a lump in my throat, I said, 
“Hodai pay man [good-bye, God be with 
you].” 

The next morning I began the long jour¬ 
ney home. ^ 
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stopped the 158-grain slug. I didn’t like the 
guy very much and I’ve been suspicious of 
the .38 ever since. 

A solid hit from a big, heavy .45 always 
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seemed to put an assailant down faster. The 
only exception I found was provided by an 
expert handgunner with a “Smython” (a 
K-frame Smith & Wesson with a six-inch 
Colt Python barrel). Firing 125-grain Feder¬ 
al JHPs (Jacketed Hollow Points), this .357 
was about the only relatively fast, light 
round that could play in the same ballpark 
with the big bores. 

The .357 Magnum round was developed 
in 1935 by Elmer Keith and Douglas Wes¬ 
son for handgun hunting. I guess that’s why 
it does such impressive work out of a six- 
inch barrel. It is ironic, and potentially fatal, 
that many young police officers are so anx¬ 
ious to trade their “old” .357 revolver in for 
a shiny, expensive “new” 9mm self¬ 
loader. 

I’ve been there myself. I remember the 
late 1960s and early 70s, when I just 
couldn’t wait to get rid of my beat-up .357 
and get a Model 39 Smith & Wesson so I 
could look a little more like a highway pa¬ 
trolman. Before I saved enough money to 
make that trade, the patrol, and practically 
everyone else, had become disenchanted 
with the 9mm autoloaders and had gone 
back to their .357 revolvers. I compromised 
and bought a new holster for my .357, hop¬ 
ing nobody would notice my faithful revol¬ 
ver’s worn finish. 

One of the things that turned heads away 
from the voguish 9mm was the wide gap 
between its performance in the laboratory 


on passive ballistic gels and computerized 
dummies and its performance on the street 
against real bad guys. Just after the LEA A 
(Law Enforcement Assistance Administra¬ 
tion) concluded a series of wonderfully 
complicated lab tests generating huge piles 
of data demonstrating to all but the most 
unregenerate Neanderthals the superiority 
of the Winchester 100-grain 9mm “Power¬ 
Point” semi-jacketed soft-nose bullets, an 
outlaw biker in Illinois soaked up 33 of them 
before falling to a couple of 12-gauge slugs 
from a riot gun. 

No lab test can reconstruct all the vari¬ 
ables that enter into real shootings. Sergeant 
Evan Marshall of the Detroit Police Depart¬ 
ment’s homicide section is among the 
younger generation of defensive handgun- 
ners who figured that out. The only way to 
find out what really works on the street is to 
study actual shoot-outs in detail, and Sgt. 
Marshall is conducting just such a study. 

Working in Detroit, Sgt. Marshall sees 
plenty of gunshot victims and, having been 
in harm’s way himself, he demonstrates the 
proper concern for priorities — that is, sav¬ 
ing his bacon once the balloon goes up. So 
far, so good. 

Although he seems to view some of the 
exotic 9mm loads with favor, he points out 
that his research has just started. He is very 
careful about drawing conclusions from the 
research he has done so far. Others, howev¬ 
er, are not. They read the percentages Sgt. 


Marshall assigns to the defensive rounds he 
has studied and immediately jump to the 
conclusion that one or another is the “magic 
bullet.” They ignore Marshall’s own warn¬ 
ings that all the facts are not yet in. 

Marshall himself used to carry .45s but 
now favors the SIG-Sauer P-226 in 9mm. 
The round he favored until quite recently 
was the 115-grain JHP (Federal or Winches¬ 
ter), which his research indicated had pro¬ 
vided a one-shot stop in 68 percent of the 
incidents he’d studied. This was a lot higher 
than I expected, especially when his re¬ 
search indicated that the 9mm was just as 
effective as the .45 ACP, which also has a 
68 percent one-shot stop record, assuming a' 
good torso hit. That’s practically heresy to a 
generation of gunners raised on the tried- 
and-true .45. The 11th Commandment, 
“They all fall to hardball (at least 19 out of 
20 do)” is called into question by Mar¬ 
shall’s statistics. He seems to have fallen 
away from the one true caliber! 

Sergeant Marshall compounds the heresy 
in more recent writings when he concludes 
that the new top 9mm is the Winchester 
115-grain JHP + P instead of the previous 
king of the 9mm hill, the Federal 115-grain 
JHP, which has now slipped to a relatively 
modest, but still effective, 62 percent in 
comparison to the Winchester + P’s whop¬ 
ping 78 percent. 

The Federal 115-grain JHPs lost their 
halo because, Marshall explains, recent lots 
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seem to have significantly lower muzzle 
velocities than earlier lots. He is a careful 
researcher and is probably right about the 
lower muzzle velocities, but no company is 
more careful than Federal about quality con¬ 
trol and if this kind of thing can happen to 
them, it can happen to anybody. 

The smallish dimensions of the 9mm car¬ 
tridge itself may well be the problem. There 
is small room for error in a case this size and 
the 9mm has always had a reputation among 
reloaders for being temperamental. Inciden¬ 
tally, merely storing them in the trunk of 
your car for a while in cold weather can 
produce the same type of variation in muz¬ 
zle velocity noted by Marshall. 

The picture that emerges from this cloud 
of carefully compiled data is of a JHP that 
won’t expand reliably and may let you down 
when you need it most. The bigger .45s are 
less temperamental and do not require max¬ 
imum muzzle velocities to be effective. 
They throw a heavy and blunt enough slug 
out of the barrel to do the job without any 
arcane bullet configurations which require 
sizzlingly high velocities in order to expand 
reliably. 

One response in the 9mm camp is to juice 
up the 9mm to a + P level like Winchester 
did for the Illinois State Police recently with 
its 115-grain JHP. This, of course, places 
more stress on the critical components 
which keep self-loaders operating and in¬ 
creases the risk of an untimely mechanical 


failure. It is also a dramatic illustration of 
the fact that the 9mm simply needs more 
power. Why not just issue .45s or .357 
Mags? 

The snowstorm of data and percentages 
tends to obscure what is really being mea¬ 
sured. Mossad, Israel’s secret service, for 
example, has highly trained agents who 
achieve almost 100 percent stops with .22 
Shorts. But this obviously does not mean 
that the .22 Short is the best choice for the 
thousands of men and women who may 
need to defend themselves in our in¬ 
creasingly hazardous environs. 

Sergeant Marshall is clearly on the right 
track studying actual shootings. He is not 
far enough along on that track, however, for 
the rest of us to conclude that the 9mm + P 
is 78 percent effective for every defensive 
situation. 

Departments that have adopted the 9mm 
in the past couple of years tend to be high¬ 
way patrols, federal agencies and big-city 
departments with relatively strong training 
programs. Sergeant Marshall’s carefully 
compiled statistics, in other words, are 
measuring shooter proficiency — not the 
lethality of the cartridge. 

A state trooper who has just been re¬ 
trained for a new 9mm is liable to be a better 
shot than a part-time sheriffs deputy or 
security guard. Smaller, poorer depart¬ 
ments still using revolvers usually lack 
funds for the level of training provided to 


big-budget agencies. And, as Mossad’s ex¬ 
perience shows, a good shot with a .22 
Short can produce very impressive statis¬ 
tics. But these statistics measure shooter 
proficiency, not the overall lethality of a 
particular caliber or loading. 

If you rely on a defensive handgun to 
preserve your life, don’t let a numbers game 
get you killed. If you have a good .357 or a 
big-bore handgun, stick with it until all the 
facts are in. ^ 

FAST AND LIGHT 

Continued from page 31 

JHP (70 percent stopper) and the BAT (74- 
75 percent one-shot stops). By comparison, 
.45 ACP ball produces one-shot stops 63 
percent of the time (and overpenetrates on 
the human body approximately 70 percent 
of the time!). Winchester .45 JHP produces 
one-shot stops 68 percent of the time, while 
the CCI JHP .45 offering gives us one-shot 
stops 70 percent of the time. 

The obvious question is, if I can get simi¬ 
lar or superior results from the 9mm, why 
should I carry an eight-round pistol instead 
of one that carries 16 rounds? My team 
carries 9mm pistols not because of some 
bureaucratic decision that was made in spite 
of our pleas for a .45, but because we found 
it will do everything that can be reasonably 
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(2) 100% Cotton Rip Stop *28.95 ea. 
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Subdued Urban Camouflage ( / 
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Authentic Trebark® Camouflage 
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G.I. Jungle Fatigues (OD) 
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(68"x33") *19.95 

L2-B Reversible Flight Jacket 
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New Issue Combat Boots 
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mud resistant sole *39.95 
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Bundeswehr Tank Top 
100% Cotton 
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Lg. Alice Pack Complete *109.95 
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0D Nylon Med. Alice Pack *49.95 
w/shoulder straps 
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Alice Shoulder Straps *12.95 
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So light and com- 
pact. The versatile, 
timeless Kiepper 
America, the world's fore- 
most folding boat, can go onto 
a plane, or into your car trunk. Stow 
in two pack-bags and enjoy the ultimate 
in travel freedom. It's a professional's 
boat, ideal for beginners. 

- 7 —. A true year'round 

boat, it sets up in 
% jA minutes for river 
- -• touring, lake cruis- 

&m umr'Aw ing, some white- 
r / water, fishing, 
| i>«i'jsgg e ~ sailing, and sport 

____1 rowing. Kiepper 

developed and continues to lead in sea 
kayaking. And the Atlantic has been 
crossed by Kleppers. r 

Get more information about 
these legends. Send for a free 
illustrated brochure and choose Iff 
the boat to fit your recreation 
needs. wBUm 


| ( 7 ^)AMERICA 

1 35 Union Square West, kayaks 

New York, New York 10003 

. Please send information on: 

1 infolding boats □ kayaks 
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expected from a handgun. 

If SWAT cops across the country are 
choosing the 9mm for their high-risk assign¬ 
ments, why should anyone concern them¬ 
selves with what some armchair pistolero 
touts as superior? 

I do not, of course, consider the 9mm to 
be perfect. However, it does offer good 
stopping power in a moderate recoil pack¬ 
age that is both reliable and accurate enough 
for its intended purpose. But it is not the 
“manstopper” that some of its more rabid 
supporters claim it is. I teach my guys triple 
taps because handgun bullets are really iffy 
stoppers. If we were issued .45s tomorrow, 
we would still practice triple taps. 

While this will probably not end the con¬ 
troversy, just remember one thing: If actual 
shooting results show a slight superiority by 
the 9mm, I still wouldn’t want to go to war 
with one. Serious fighting is done with rifles 
and shotguns. I routinely carry a 9mm be¬ 
cause my M16 is extremely difficult to con¬ 
ceal on my person — not because I’m con¬ 
vinced I’ve got a superior manstopper in my 
Milt Sparks Summer Special holster! ^ 

RAMBO 

Continued from page 43 

said, adding, “I think Jimmy Carter was 
one of the great mistakes of history.” As a 
strong supporter of President Reagan, Stal¬ 
lone’s views on the election aren’t hard to 
predict: “I’d like to see another Republican 
in the White House.” 

All of the people who insist that Stallone 
is three points over plant life on the IQ scale 
have something in common: They haven’t 
met him. In talking with me on the set, he 
was friendly, articulate and well-informed. 
People have accused him of taking himself 
too seriously, but apparently nobody told 
Richard Crenna about that. 

Whenever Stallone was the butt of a joke, 
the source was usually Richard Crenna, 
who co-stars in the film. Crenna, when 
asked, can’t remember how many films he’s 
made, but “Rambo III” is his third appear¬ 
ance as Colonel Trautman, friend and men¬ 
tor of John Rambo. Early news stories from 
Israel made constant mention of the tension 
on the set. If there ever was any, it was gone 
by the time the crew got to Yuma. It is 
difficult to believe that tension could last 
very long with Richard Crenna in the area. 
Crenna, looking fit if not particularly well- 
groomed, was a source of constant laughter 
on the set. His jokes, off-the-wall com¬ 
ments and good-natured attacks on Stallone 
kept everyone entertained. 

In several sequences, the script had Stal¬ 
lone firing his compound bow. While prac¬ 
ticing before a shot, Stallone made the com¬ 
ment that Fred Bear ‘ ‘had once fired his bow 
into a charging Cape Buffalo.” When 
someone asked who in the hell Fred Bear 
was, Crenna shouted, “He’s the guy who 
was killed by a charging Cape Buffalo.” 
Typical Crenna. 




RIOT BUSTER 
SMOKE GRENADE 

Light this unit and produce an incredible 
100,000 cubic feet of HC white smoke. 
Can be used for emergency services, 
disaster and evacuation training exer¬ 
cises, war games, large smoke screens 
or riot control. Burn time: 2%-3 minutes; 
Fuse delay 5-10 seconds. Cannister is 4" 
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Price: 1 or 2 cannisters.$7.95 ea. 

3 or more cannisters .. $6.95 ea. 


SMOKE PELLETS 

When lit with a match or lighter, these 
smoke pellets generate a large amount 
of dense, white smoke. Each pellet con¬ 
tains an ignition surface, making it easy 
to light in wind. Burns without flame but 
is very hot. These smoke pellets have a 
multitude of uses. Packed 4 pellets to a 
tube. Price: tube of 4.$3.75 tb 


Shipping and Handling: add $3.00 per 
order. 

Catalog $2.00; FREE with order. 

Phoenix Systems , Inc. 

P.O. Box 3339B 
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MILITARY SMOKE 
GRENADES (M-18) 

Brand new G.I. — straight from the 
factory. This grenade is used to produce 
dense clouds of smoke for signalling and 
screening movement of small units. The 
smoke from these military grenades is 
designed to cling to the ground rather 
than rise into the air. Burn time: 50-90 
seconds; Fuse delay: 1-2 seconds after 
handle is released. Weight 19 oz. Avail¬ 
able in white; red or yellow. 

Price: 1 or 2 grenades.$34.95 ea. 
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For one particular scene, Stallone fired 
the bow straight into the camera. So as not 
to damage the machine, it was protected by 
plastic shields with only the lens uncovered. 
From 60-70 feet away there wasn’t much 
chance of Stallone leaping up from behind 
his rock, firing the bow after taking quick 
aim and actually hitting the expensive lens. 
As a joke, Crenna hollered, “If he hits the 
lens, we all have to turn our per diem checks 
back in.” Stallone, taking it all in stride, 
jumped up, took very quick aim and sent the 
arrow straight through the lens. He was 
undoubtedly as surprised as everyone else 
but, with considerable presence of mind, he 
turned to the crowd with a hint of a grin on 
his face and said, “Let that be a lesson to 
you. ’ ’ Everyone laughed—except the cam¬ 
eraman. 

When asked about the politics that always 
seem to go hand in hand with the Rambo 
films, Crenna is as concerned about the 
issues as Stallone. He was among the more 
vocal critics of the way returning Vietnam 
veterans were mistreated, contrasting their 
welcome with the one he received after ser¬ 
vice during World War II. Crenna views the 
war in Afghanistan as having some parallels 
with the Spanish Civil War, when Hitler’s 
Germany used the war to test weapons and 
develop doctrine. Despite the current 
optimism regarding a Soviet withdrawal, 
Crenna, along with Stallone, doesn’t see an 
end to the war soon. 

Criticism from others within the movie 
industry rarely focuses on Crenna the way it 
does on Stallone. Crenna finds the negative 
remarks “amusing,” coming as they do 
from a “business dedicated to the box 
office.” 

Talking with Stallone, I had to ask if there 
will be a fourth Rambo film. He told me, 
“That depends on the Soviets; the character 
is sort of left in limbo at the conclusion of 
HI.” Crenna said he’d be delighted to be in 
another Rambo film, and Stallone seems to 
enjoy the character — and the opportunity 
to blast the Soviets. 

There is a further reason to expect another 
Rambo film. According to Stallone, 
“Whenever I do anything else, I get clob¬ 
bered at the box office.” 

“Rambo El” can be appreciated in two 
ways, or not at all. First and foremost, it’s 
entertainment. As Stallone says, ‘ ‘Rambo is 
a state of mind, not a state of being. ” The 
film will contain as much fantasy as the 
previous two, so if you’re expecting a 
documentary — don’t. It isn’t meant to be 
an accurate and realistic examination of the 
war in Afghanistan. As for the wildly im¬ 
probable events that occur in Hollywood’s 
depiction of actual events, it’s important to 
keep in mind that the cast and crew of this 
film are very much aware that they’re pre¬ 
senting fantasy. 

Secondly, die film will focus public in¬ 
terest on an issue that deserves wider atten¬ 
tion. The American Left has largely suc¬ 
ceeded in keeping the war in Afghanistan 
out of the debate over our relations with the 
Soviet Union. “First Blood” spoke to the 
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TRAVEL AID 
EVER-TRUST 4-IN-1. 

Four Hi-Tech Survival Tools 
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Clam Shell Case. 

Indispensable technological features 
include an accurate, liquid-filled pre¬ 
cision compass with azimuth bezel 
rins. LCD digital alarm. LCD digital ther¬ 
mometer. Heliograph signalling sur¬ 
vival mirror affixed to inner lid of the 
high impact resin case. Closed size: 
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100% Virgin Wool printed in Woodland camo pattern and sewn to 
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Save $45 on Slightly 
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Issue Boots 


TRAC-SHUN" super grip soles 
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Blade and Document Leg Strap 

Elastic band with Velcro* closures 
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belt clip knife. Attachecf nylon pack- 
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VIETNAM STYLE 
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plastic case housing a water resistant 
unbreakable mainspring movement 
tested to 80'. Has official 12/24 military 
hour dial. One year TIMEX guarantee. 
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DEFENDER 
STUN GUN 


POSTPAID 


50,000 

VOLTS 


The DEFENDER STUN GUN puts 50,000 volts 
at your disposal to “scramble” an attacker’s 
nervous system. By simply touching your attacker 
anywhere he will drop helpless, even through many 
layers of clothing giving you time to get away. Safe to user; 
does not transmit shock back to you. Curved grip design 
provides sure, confident, and positive action. Crackling test 
probes make thugs think twice; if not DEFENDER STUN GUN’s 
micro chip technology gives you 50,000 riveting volts of stunning 
self defense! DEFENDER requires a 9v nicad battery, we offer GE 
battery & charger, $16.00. Custom fit holster with belt clip, $5.00. Order 
the DEFENDER for just $45.00 and WE PAY SHIPPING. 

Please ship: Order Today from: 

- DEFENDER CTUN GUN THE DUTCHMAN 

-9v battery & charger Dept. SR6, P.O. Box 12548 

_Custom Fit Holster Overland Park, KS 66212 


MC/VISA and COD order TOLL FREE 1-800-821-5157 


issue of “Vietnam veterans trying to re¬ 
enter the American franchise,” as Stallone 
puts it, and the second film focused on the 
POW/MIA issue. Now, “Rambo III” puts 
the war in Afghanistan on the big screen in a 
way that’s sure to raise public awareness 
and invite bitter criticism from the Left. 

So, if you don’t enjoy action-adventure 
films with a military theme and a healthy 
dose of fantasy, and you don’t care about 
the brutal Soviet war against Afghan inde¬ 
pendence, you probably won’t much care 
for “Rambo III.” In fact, you’d be better 
off renting “On Golden Pond” for your 
VCR and writing your congressman about 
something truly important, like cleaning up 
rock music lyrics. ^ 


SALVO CAVALRY 

Continued from page 67 

West German UR-416 armored personnel 
carriers. Since these vehicles are scarce and 
have an important role, the men of the 
armored squadrons are all NCOs with sever¬ 
al years experience. Each battalion also has 
a support group consisting of 106mm Span¬ 
ish-made recoilless rifles mounted on AMC 
Jeeps. These Cavalry squadrons are scat¬ 
tered around the countiy in locations where 
they have better access to strategic areas on 
the roads. 

A typical Cavalry operation will be run 
similarly to what occurred over Easter 
weekend 1987 during Operation Cami- 
nante, which was designed to protect Easter 
weekend vacationers. Early on Easter 
morning a cavalry squadron left the central 
bus station in San Salvador headed for San 
Miguel and accompanied by all the buses 
and commercial vehicles wishing protec¬ 
tion. Infantry units patrolled alongside the 
road while air force helicopters patrolled 
overhead, looking for likely ambush sites 
and signs of guerrilla movement. Although 
enemy formations had been spotted earlier 
in the area and the guerrillas had threatened 
to paralyze Easter weekend traffic, the col¬ 
umn arrived in San Miguel reporting no 
contacts with guerrillas. 

At 1500 hours the same column left San 
Miguel on the way back to San Salvador. 
The Cavalry repeated the tactics it had used 
that morning and no guerrillas dared show 
their faces. The fact that there was no fight¬ 
ing and that traffic flowed without disrup¬ 
tion attests to the effectiveness of this opera¬ 
tion. 

Operation Caminante is typical of the war 
today in El Salvador. The government sol¬ 
diers have become highly proficient and 
professional, and whatever sporadic combat 
action that does take place usually ends up 
in the government’s favor. 

The Cashuat has so impressed many mili¬ 
tary observers that some countries sent com¬ 
missions to watch the Salvadorans during its 
production, with the idea of doing the same 
thing in their own countries. For many 
Third World countries, the Cashuat or a 
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is the state of the art infolding 
knives. Now you can have that bowie 
design you always wanted in a folder, 
giving maximum performance and 
capability in virtually every 
situation . From the open range to 
close quarters the Tomcat will travel 
anywhere and everywhere . 


Producers 

of 

World 

Class 

Blades 


At better dealers 
near you 

For Information contact: 
SOG Specialty Knives 
P.O. Box 1006 dept.SOF 
Santa Monica, CA 90406 
<213)451-4292 


• All high carbon 
stainless steel construction 

• Featuring the new negative-draft 
locking bar system 

• Kraton raised point positive grips 
•33/VBlade 81/V Overall 

• Dual mounting nylon scabbard • Retail $79.95 


SOG 

SPECIALTY 

KNIVES 


STEINER 

MILITARY-MARINE 

BINOCULARS 



PENETRATING IIGHTPOWER 


Steiner-Germany, the No. 1 Military 
binocular for more than 40 nations. The 
toughest, the brightest. From Israeli Com¬ 
mandoes to Special Forces to Navy Seals. 
When you put it on the line, demand the 
best. Get yourself a Steiner Binocular. 
Steiner. The right gear for the right man. 

The new Steiner 
7 x 50 Commander 
RS 2000 with built 
In compass and 
rangefinder. 



STEINER 


r 

fiEINf 

M 

[ til RM ANY J 


Pioneer Marketing & Research 

216 Haddon Ave., Westmont. NJ 08108 
(609) 854*2424 • (800) 257*7742 
In Canada: Steiner Optik Canada, Inc., 500 Ouellette Ave., 
Windsor, Ont., N9A183, (519) 258-7263 



TELE - SENTRY PHONE 


DETECTS 

AND DEFEATS WIRETAPS 

• MICROPROGESSORTELEPHONE 

• ON AND OFF HOOK DETECTION 

• 10 MEMORY WITH REDIAL 

• TONE AND PULSE COMPATIBLE 

PEACE OF MIND FOR $199.99 
CALL 1-000-624*2232 EXT. 22 
COD/CASH 

PRIVACY ELECTRONICS 


similar vehicle is ideal. It is relatively sim¬ 
ple to produce, inexpensive (about one- 
quarter to one-half the cost of any similar 
vehicle made in the United States or West¬ 
ern Europe) and, most important, it gets the 
job done. 

The Salvadorans still hope to obtain some 
more sophisticated vehicles with a better 
off-road capability, but until then, and prob¬ 
ably even after the new vehicles arrive, the 
Cashuat will be the mainstay of the Cavalry 
regiment. The ingenuity and initiative that 
helped design and produce the Cashuat are 
the same spirit that is helping the armed 
forces of El Salvador win the military side 
of their civil war. ^ 


SIX SHOOTERS 

Continued from page 27 

appearance and often overlooked by main¬ 
stream firearms enthusiasts, the TT-33 is as 
“Murphy Proof* as a sidearm can be and 
goes bang every time you pull the trigger. It 
is also small, flat and easy to conceal. 

Tokarevs do not sport any manual safe¬ 
ties, but the half-cock notch of the hammer 
serves as a nigged slide lock and can be used 
as a safety. Thumb cocking is difficult in a 
speed draw. Normal carry of the TT-33 is 
with an empty chamber and loaded maga¬ 
zine in place. Grip-to-frame angle is quite 
sharp, and under stress an unfamiliar shoot¬ 
er will often find his slugs hitting the ground 
unless a conscious effort is made to raise the 
muzzle to compensate for the bad grip 
angle. 

Unique to the TT-33 are the feed lips built 
into the hammer/sear unit of the pistol. As 
long as the Tokarev magazine will retain 
cartridges, these frame-mounted feed lips 
will ensure positive round control during the 
feeding cycle. 

Caliber 7.62x25mm cartridges are nearly 
identical to the C96 Mauser (Broomhandle) 
7.63mm pistol cartridge. While far from 
being a great fight stopper, its effects are 
more than adequate when bone is hit. Com¬ 
bined with the bottlenecked 7.62x25mm 
cartridge, the TT-33 pistol is the most reli¬ 
ably functioning pistol of the lot, requires 
very little care and is easy to maintain. 

Smith & Wesson M10 Military & 
Police Revolver 

• .38 Special, double-action, six-round 
cylinder, 4-inch barrel, weight 2.1 pounds. 

Smith & Wesson’s M&P revolver is the 
most combat-tested wheelgun ever made 
and is the most popular double-action revol¬ 
ver in the world. Known as the Model 10 in 
the United States, the M&P in .38 Smith & 
Wesson caliber was given to the British 
during World War II and has been supplied 
to our allies ever since. Additionally, all 
USAID (United States Agency for Interna¬ 
tional Development) programs that have 
trained the police forces of many foreign 
nations use the M&P as the standard service 
revolver. Specifically, both the Smith & 
Wesson M&P and its clones are most popu- 
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Our 1000 denier Cordurcf nylon insets have ten times the 
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leather tanned 
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out (that way it 
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You don’t have to be in the 
^service to appreciate a good boot. 
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!marches, maneuvers 
“ Alaska—it's 

CSSXS®A familiar 

be resoled some day. to a mmpnny 

that began outfitting loggers and 
trappers 54 years ago. 

So we weren’t surprised 
to hear a while back that some 
lieutenants from Fort Lewis were 
buying our boots and dyeing them, 
“Why don’t you make 
these in black?”they asked. 


can tuck your pants in), and added 
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orders from raw recruits. All over 



\'Yarg the country. with components proportic 

But you’re not size. And with heel wedges 
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work with your feet. No matter what you 
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including the only walking shoes 


/XT Call us for a 
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$2 Refundable 
1st Order 


ARCLIGHT 

(315) 798-1106 


/V 



GENUINE 
Large Alice Pack 

A. 

LC-2 A 
Brand New 
W/Frame 
Hip Pads T 
All Straps 

Current issue $75.00 - 

• COLD STEEL 

TANTO 

& MASTER TANTO 

• 5 3 /4” Blade 

• 400 Stainless 

• Leather 
Sheath 

$99.00 


• 5 3 / 4 ” Blade 

• SAN MAI III 

• Leather 
Sheath 

$145.00 


• COLD STEEL 

• TRAIL MASTER • 


• 9!/ 2 ” Blade 

• Carbon V 
Steel 





W/Leather 

Sheath 

$125.00 


• GERBER 
NEW 9” BMF 



• 9” Blade 

• Compass 

• Stone 




ADD 

$3.90 

Postage 


W/Jump 
Sheath 
No Sawteeth 
$135.00 

2310 Portal Rd. 
Utica, NY 13501 


NOW AVAIL A BLEI 'y 

64 PAGE 
CATALOGUE 

from one of N.Y.’s LARGEST 
suppliers of MILITARY 
SURPLUS. You’ll find quality at 
affordable prices, in new and 
used military surplus and 
camping gear...from uniforms, 
insignias, patches, sweaters, 
outerwear, tents and accessories. 

I Please send me _ copies of 64 page 

| “CLASSIC SURPLUS ” catalogue at $2.00 
j each. Money order /check is enclosed. 

Total Amount enclosed $ 

I NAME_ 

j ADDRESS 
| CITY 



%f&jf 

'Tricks 


Model aD 
AR-15 (ALL MAKES) 

& DAEWOO 

Model bD 

MINI 14, 10/22, FAL, M14 
.30 CAL AK 47 MOST 
ASSAULT RIFLES 


' pEP °A3*° 0,4D 

’*•>££*** 
BATF Approved 
Mounts quickly & 


• (Limited) lifetime 
warranty 

• Does not interfere with 
existing trigger 

• No cumbersome hand 
cranks 

• No alterations to your 
weapon 

• Most accurate system 
available 



142 FIFTH AVE (19 ST), NYC, NY 10011 
ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 


lar in Southeast Asia, Western Europe, 
Central and South America, the Middle East 
and much of Africa. 

As with any issue revolver, check that the 
cylinder will rotate without binding and that 
it is properly aligned. Also make sure the 
extractor rod is not loose and does not wobble 
when the cylinder is rotated, and inspect the 
firing pin to see if it is broken or damaged. 

Walther PP Type 

As stated in the introduction, even with 
the popularity of the FN P-35, M1911, TT- 
33 and Smith & Wesson M&P, there are 
other handguns that are likely to be encoun¬ 
tered when you head out overseas. 

Walther’s P-38 pistol, pride of the Wehr- 
macht, continues to find its way into both 
police and military holsters in many parts of 
the world. Certainly large numbers of Nazi 
P-38 pistols continue to be used, plus a host 
of postwar P-38 pistols manufactured in 
France or Germany and sold to military and 
police agencies worldwide. Chambered for 
the 9mm Parabellum cartridge, it was one of 
the first of the double-action service auto¬ 
loaders. Though often underrated, the P-38 
is accurate and reliable. 

P-38 autos should be kept clean and light¬ 
ly lubricated; make sure to inspect maga¬ 
zines for proper function. P-38s bearing 
Nazi proofs must be checked for proper 
function of the hammer-drop safety, as 
some wartime models produced in occupied 
countries were sabotaged to fire when the 
hammer is lowered on a loaded chamber via 
the hammer-drop lever. 

Along with the P-38, Walther has mar¬ 
keted smaller pocket pistols such as the PP 
and PPK in 7.65mm (.32 ACP) and 9mm 
Kurtz (.380 ACP). They are common police 
sidearms in much of Western Europe, 
where they are considered primary weapons 
instead of backup guns as in the United 
States. Many bodyguards and security 
agents also prefer these small Walthers. In 
spite of their weak calibers, the PPK and PP 
Walthers can be marginally adequate, 
though they are far from the ideal fighting 
handgun. I have found that they must be 
well-maintained and their reliability is less 
than advertised. 

The Soviet military has replaced its TT- 
33 with a pistol that is for all practical pur¬ 
poses a copy of the Walther PP. Called the 
Pistolet Makarov (PM), it is chambered for 
a 9x18mm cartridge that is midway between 
the power of the .380 and the 9mm Parabel¬ 
lum. This ammo is hard to come by outside 
the Soviet sphere of influence. 

Operation of the PM is very similar to the 
Walther PP except that the slide-mounted 
hammer-drop safety works opposite of the 
Walther, in that it must be pushed up to drop 
the hammer. Also, the PM uses a heel- 
mounted magazine release. The Soviet PM 
is a rugged pistol, reliable but far less lethal 
than the older TT-33 using the 7.62x25mm 
cartridge. 

When and where you encounter these 
weapons depends upon where you travel 
and what role you have there. Remember, 
the choice of weapon will most often be 
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based upon what is available, not on what you 
want, so know the limitations and strengths of 
your handgun. Sidearms of this type are con¬ 
sidered disposable, so getting attached to one 
could be futile, if not fatal. ^ 

I WAS THERE 

Continued from page 22 

from being washed overboard. Sur¬ 
face ships were maneuvering all 
around us when a very large aircraft 
carrier moved between us and the 
storm. This made the difference be¬ 
tween night and day. Most of the wave 
action stopped immediately. Soon our 
guys on deck were able to attach a line 
and, via a small boat, sent it to a de¬ 
stroyer which took us under tow. 

Destination: Rota, Spain, for two 
months of repairs before finally going 
home. ^ 


COMBAT 

WEAPONCRAFT 

Continued from page 21 

son buries himself in his arms and is 
unable to participate in the fight 

Like fatigue, everyone is susceptible 
to fear and there is no way to avoid it 
on the battlefield. The key is to not let 
yourself be overwhelmed by it. In¬ 
stead, try to control it by using the 
added energy caused by the fear to 
your own advantage. 

Anxiety, on the other hand, is the 
body’s reaction to a generalized non¬ 
specific threat. An example of this is 
being in an area where there are mines 
and booby traps. The thought of being 
maimed for life, which is worse than 
being killed, causes you to become 
overly cautious. As we know, overly 
cautious people are accident prone, 
and mines and booby traps are not 
very forgiving. In such a situation, anxi¬ 
ety eats away at you like a cancer, 
causing you to think about the unseen 
mines and booby traps instead of con¬ 
centrating solely on the ongoing com¬ 
bat operation. The real trap, then, be¬ 
comes the anxiety trap, for you are 
mentally caught by the things you are 
physically trying to avoid. 

Your best tactic here is to make a 
conscious effort to overcome your 
anxiety by forcing yourself to focus on 
the immediate tasks at hand, with the 
ultimate goal of successfully complet¬ 
ing a mission. This helps to mentally 
structure your time and gives a sense of 
urgency and purpose to your actions, 
thereby not giving those feelings of 
anxiety a chance to take hold of you. 

Combat Addiction — This is 
caused when, during a firefight, the 


GERMAN MILITARY QUALITY EQUIPMENT 


German - GSG - 9 Special Command-Pilot’s German WWII Officer’s High-topped Boots. 
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All sizes. ........ _........ $37. ing 2 cargo pockets. Waist sizes 28-42". . $55. 

Orders Shipped Within 24 Hours. Refund, if items returned in original condition within 15 days. Payment: Money Order or 
Certified Check. Postage: Orders up to $50 + $10. — up to $100 + $22. List WWII $3. 

THEDEMA • P.O. BOX 95 • 8173 Bad Heilbrunn • West Germany 


German GSG-9 Traditional M 43 Field Cap w/ 
ear flaps, metal eagle and star emblem on front. 
All sizes. ......... $37. 



Build This Entry Weapon 

from your Rem. 870, D 

M fHORTE E ~U 

A - THE LITE—SITE target illumination & sighting system incorporates a highly modified 

Mag - Lite, a velcro mounted tape switch, and a quick on/off base & mount. $99.95 

B - This Cruiser Shroud is all steel. All hardware included. 19.95 

C - 7 or 8 shot Magazine Extension with long spring. 25.00 

D - Pistol Grip Forend for greater speed and controle . 28.00 

E - Pistol Grip (yes the gun is still legal with 1 8" barrel). 15.95 

Send $2.00 for complete catalog to: L.L. Baston Co., P.O. Box 1995, El Dorado, AR 71730 



“ARMCHAIR ADVENTURER’S” CATALOG 
OF DECORATIVE MILITARIA & GIFTS 


Round Table, but wasn’t; an original WWII Ger¬ 
man helmet that could have been worn by a battle 
weary soldier on the Russian Front, and probably 
was; a video tape to transport you back into the 
conflict of World War II as you hit the beach with 
the U.S. Marines on Tarawa and Iwo Jima; all of 
this and much more awaits you as you enjoy the 
Walter Mitty world of “The Armchair Adventurer” 
Catalog from The Collector’s Armoury, Inc. 

IMITATION < \ MEDIEVAL 

I 2 I IVORY ’S. V SWORDS HAVE 

J-dL HILT M v STEEL BLADES 


Your adventure begins right here, hidden 
within the pages of this catalog. An adventure in¬ 
to the realm of realistic fantasy. Enter the exciting 
world of The Collector’s Armoury. Let your dream 
begin and enjoy the fantasy.. .a snake that looks 
alive, but isn’t, or is it?; a scrimshaw replica walrus 
tusk that looks authentic enough to fool the ex¬ 
perts; a historic flintlock pistol which is realistic 
enough to shoot, but can’t; a medieval sword that 
might have been used by a knight of King Arthur’s 

SAFE! Jt "DECORATOR MODEL” 
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FREE CATALOG 
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-y TOOTH 
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ORIGINAL HELMET WWII RAF WINGS 

(1) U.S. KENTUCKY FLINTLOCK PISTOL. 
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(2) MEDIEVAL SWORl) OF EL CID. 

06-376 (Replica, Steel Blade).$71 ppd 

(3) FRENCH FLINTLOCK-HUNTING SWORD. 

22-1171 (“Decorator” Model) .$42 ppd 

(4) GERMAN WWII COMBAT HELMET. 

09-150A (Original, Not a Replica).$55 ppd 

(5) SCRIMSHAW IMITATION WHALE TOOTH. 

21-605 (Replica Whale Tooth).$45 ppd 

(6) BRITISH WWII RAF PILOT WINGS. 

15-11B (Replica RAF Wings).$15 ppd 
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FIRST TIME IN 
PAPERBACK!! 


“We recommend this book highly 
for general readers and specialists 
alike. For military reading on a spe¬ 
cific subject The AK47 Story is un¬ 
likely to be matched . . 

—Peter Kokalis 


NOW 



“The AK47 was born out of the hard- 
earned lessons of WWII . . . Ezell’s 
far ranging study is a must-read for 
serious students.” 

—COMBAT HANDGUNS 


Send $12.95 plus $2 P&H or credit card 
information to: Stackpole Books, Dept 
SOF, Box 1831, Harrisburg, PA 17105 
30-day money back guarantee 


NEW 6 FT. TAKE - DOWN BLOWGUN 


SURVIVAL WEAPON SILENT 

BACK GUARANTEE NEW SAFETY MOUTHPIECE 


Bore-Lock Cone Darts 
$10.00 per 100 


IMMED. 

DEL. 


Our guns come 
fully assembled. 
Not a kit that 
you have to put 
-N ^ together, 


POWERFUL 

DEALER 

INQUIRIES WELCOME 

Plastlc*^s 
Broadhead Tips 


Beaded Darts 
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(5 free with gun) 
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2' Blowgun 
3W Blowgun 
4Va' Blowgun 
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Don’t be fooled by 
other's low prices. 
This Is the finest 
Blowgun on the market 


All for $24.98 
plus 125 free darts | 
plus carrying tube 


The NEW 4-in-1 Yaqua 6' Take-Down Blowgun combined. Through 
modern engineering comes the first blowgun of its kind! Super Speed! 
Low Friction! Dart tiles out of chamber as never before. Great for hunters, 
backpackers, hikers or any sportsman. Astound friends! Has range up to 
200 ft. Can pierce Vi" wood. NOT A TOY, dart is spring steel. Clever kit 
lets you adjust dart for large game or small. Kills varmits. Caliber is .40. 
Safety mouthpiece is rubber of patented design. Material Is camouflaged 
aluminum. Comes in its own carrying tube. Complete with 125 dart kit. 
$24.98 plus $2.00 postage & handling. Buy 3 guns, get 500 darts FREE. 
Order by mail from: (PROHIBITED IN CALIFORNIA) 

Midwest Sport Distributors, Inc. 

Lucky St., Box 129F, Fayette, Mo. 65248 

VISA. M. C.. AM. EXP.S C.O.D. 
TOLL FREE 24 HRS.-ORDERS ONLY 
J-800-248-5l28or 1-800-227-1617 ext. 601 

Dealers buy 12 units for only *165 plus pottage _ 


Free with each 
Blowgun 
100 Bead Darts 
& 

25 Cone Heads 


FREE 60-page 
Catalog 
with order 


body releases a large amount of adren¬ 
aline into your system and you get 
what is referred to as a “combat high.” 
This combat high is like getting an in¬ 
jection of morphine — you float 
around, laughing, joking, having a 
great time, totally oblivious to the dan¬ 
ger around you. The experience is very 
intense, if you live to tell about it 

Problems arise when you begin to 
want another fix of combat, and 
another, and another and, before you 
know it, you’re hooked. As with heroin 
or cocaine addiction, combat addiction 
will surely get you killed. And like any 
addict, you get desperate and will do 
anything to get your fix; usually stupid 
things such as standing up in firefights 
and not taking cover. 

It’s hard to “just say no” to combat 
addiction. Commanders must always 
be watching for signs of it in their men, 
and individual troops must anticipate 
the combat high and not let it affect 
their better judgment Keep in mind 
that combat is a team effort; anything 
that threatens team unity, such as irre¬ 
sponsible “Rambo-esque” delusions, 
has to be controlled. 

Hidden enemies are a constant 
threat to any soldier and need to be 
fought just as tenaciously as armed 
enemy personnel. Failure to acknowl¬ 
edge their existence and to short- 
circuit their effects will result in un¬ 
necessary casualties. ^ 


BULLETIN BOARD 

Continued from page 8 

M ayhem 

AND SELF-DEFENSE... 

The right of the individual to 
defend himself, predicated upon the 
assumption of unfettered access to 
adequate means to do so, is an 
inviolate American right our 
founding fathers extracted from its 
roots in very early English law. On 
the list of offenses against the 
criminal law of Olde England were 
of course prohibitions against violent 
acts which would injure or remove 
bodily parts of your neighbor. But a 
separate “aggravated and atrocious” 
offense under the term “Mayhem” 
was “violently depriving another of 
the use of a member proper for his 
defense, such as an arm, a leg, a 
finger, an eye, a fore-tooth ... but it 
was laid down quaintly enough, that 
the loss of one of the jaw-teeth, the 
ear, or the nose, was no Mayhem in 
common law, because these 
members can be of no use in 
fighting” (from Farrow's Military 
Encyclopedia, 1885). ^ 
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i OUTFITTERS OF THE PROFESSIONALS 

SOF EXCHANGE • P.0. Box 687, Boulder, CO 80306 • Phone 1-800-323-1776 opr. 131. 


BUCKLES • PINS • HATS • PATCHES • CLOTHING • ODDS & ENDS 



* * 


A #7010 SOF Logo Pewter Buckle $6.95 
#7011 SOF Logo Stainless Buckle $9.95 
#7012 SOF Logo Military Buckle Silver $11.95 
#7013 SOF Logo Military Buckle Black $11.95 
#7014 Web Belt Black $3.50 

#7020 SOF Logo Lapel Pin Red $3.50 ► 

#7021 SOF Logo Lapel Pin Silver $5.00 
#7022 SOF Logo Beret Badge Red $7.00 
#7023 SOF Logo Beret Badge Silver $8.00 
#7024 SOF Logo Beret Badge Black $8.00 
#7043 SOF Logo Lapel Pin Gold $5.00 
#7053 Tyrant Badge $5.95 

#1050 SOF Bush Shirt (s.mAxi) $24.95 
#1515 SOF Tour Jacket Black (s,m t l,xl) $49.95 
#1515 SOF Tour Jacket Black (xxl) $51.95 
#7051 SOF Tie Navy $12.50 
#5004 SOF Duffle Bag Black $16.50 ^ 




'ear 'i©r 

7\ s\ 


ODDS & ENDS 


A #2001 Beret Maroon (sizes 6V& thru 7%) $13.95 
#2002 SOF Logo Maroon Ball Cap $5.95 
#2004 SOF Black Ball Cap w/scrembled eggs $8.95 
#2010 Field Cap (8 f m,l,xl) $21.95 


#7001 SOF Logo Patch Red $2.50 
#7002 SOF Logo Patch - OD $2.50 
#7003 Camo Shield Patch $4.95 
#7060 SOF Magazine Patch $4.f 1 ^ 


#7070 SOF Logo Mug (12 oz.) $5.95 
#7054 SOF Logo Pen $14.95 
#7050 SOF Luggage Tag $4.95 
#7045 SOF Logo Zippo Lighter OD $13.00 
#7033 SOF Magazine Binder $7.95 


CLOTHING 



»• *»**<' 1 *‘^***'* 



AMOUNT 




SOF EXCHANGE 


Mall to: SOF EXCHANGE, SF 6/88, P.O. Box 687, Boulder, CO 80306 
PAYMENT: □ VISA □ MASTERCARD □ CHECK ENCLOSED 


T-Shirts available In S, M, L, XL. 
XXL available for $1.00 addition¬ 
al. Please include $1.75 for the 
first Item ordered — include 75c 
for each additional item for post¬ 
age and handling. Overseas 
orders add 30%. Please allow 4-6 
weeks for delivery. 


ADDRESS- 


We accept telephone orders on MasterCard & VISA —■ call us at (303) 449- 
3750. Sorry, no collect calls accepted! 


















SUPPLY LOCKER 


TIMBERSHEPHERD™ 


As featured in SWAT Magazine, Nov, ’83, 
Survival Guide Magazine, Aug. '84, 
American Survival Guide Magazine, Feb. ’87, 



• HOME & FAMILY PROTECTION 

• POLICE PATROL 

• SCOUTING & TRACKING 

• EXPLOSIVE DETECTION 

AH trainers Dept, of Defense Certified. 
Pups & professionai training available. 

FULL HEALTH, TEMPERAMENT, & 
HiP GUARANTEES 

SHIPPING A VAILABLE WORLDWIDE 
"Bred solely by”... 

LRRP SECURITY SERVICES, INC. 

Box 1620 M-6D, Aiken, S.C. 29801 (803) 649-5936 (24-hour) 

- SEND $3.00 U.S. FUNDS FOR BROCHURE - 


Discount 
K nife CataIoq 


Td get your 1 year 
subscription to the 
Best Pricesonthe 
Best Knives -Call 

208 - 376-0430 
or send $1.00 and 
start saving on 
every Knife You 
Purchase. 

Discount Prices On: 

A / Mar • Blackjack • Buck * Cold Steel 
DMT • Ek * Gerber • Ka-Bar * Kershaw 
Lansky • Leatherman • Muela ♦ Puma 
SOG Specialty • Spyderco • Timber- 
line • Victorinox • Western & More!! 




7512 Lemhi Suite 3, Dept.SF 
Boise, Idaho 83709 


Tor ihe. Best Buys In FIne KnIves " 


TELL THE WORLD YOU SERVED! 


From $98 



AIR FORCE-MARINES 

PRESTIGE RINGS you’ll wear with pride. World’s 
largest selection of military rings. Over 1000 combi¬ 
nations. Visa or MasterCard. Money Back Guarantee! 

Send $1 for full color catalog today. 

T-J JEWELRY CO. 

Box Y-SA, Apache Junction, AZ 85217 

(Successors to Royal Military Jewelry) 



CONSOLIDATED MARKETING 

PROUDLY PRESENTS: 

THE SPECIAL SERVICES COLLECTION 


T-SHIRT - high quality, blue ringed shirt carries 
the official three color 3” crest of the SAS. 
S-M-L-XL $9.00 

POLO SHIRT - This high quality white polo car¬ 
ries the official three color 3” crest of the SAS. 
S-M-L-XL $15.00 

SWEAT SHIRT - Highest quality white sweat 
shirt with the three colorSAS 3” crest imprinted on 
it S-M-L-XL $19.00 

HATS - High quality cloth/mesh available in 
black with SAS crest. $9.00 

SPECIAL - Save $6.00!AII four items $46.00 
CONSOLIDATED MARKETING 
1600 Fairfield, Suite 233-Q 
Shreveport, LA 71101 
1 - 318 - 222-2970 
VISA OR MASTERCARD ACCEPTED. 
Shippinq & Handling on all orders - $2.00 
Shipped Via U.P.S. 

Satisfaction Guaranteed or Money Back 
Dealers Please Inquire 


fxTTi\r pARTs 

W 11 CORPORATION 

SUCCESSORS TO NUMRICH ARMS 


THE WORLD'S LARGEST 
GUN PARTS SUPPLIERS 

PRESENTS ITS NEW #13A CATALOG 

Featuring an inventory of over 250 million g un parts 
in house. A 430+ paQepBlalog wth expoded d^wings 
that are invaluable to the gunsmith or hobbyist. Com¬ 
mercial, military, antique and foreign gun parts 
(many exclusively available from us) are listed and 
priced along with accessories, surplus & speedily 
items. A veritable encyclopedia of gun parts, Hus 
catalog will pay for itself time and time again with 
information and time saved in identifying parts. 
SURFACE FOREIGN-$8.95 U.S. $>| 95 
AIRMAIL WRITE FQR QUOTE send 


GUN PARTE CORP. BOX SOF-6, W. HURLEY, NY 12491 
914-07B-2* 17 TELEX145331 FAX9146795849 



You'll find it in our 
New Full Color Action Catalog 
packed with the latest in 
Military Eauipment, Tactical 
Gear, ana Survival Items. 
Send $3.00 to: 


THE QUARTERMASTER 

DEPT. SF,J§0 LONG BEACH BLVD. 
LONG BEACH, CA 90813 


CLOAK & DAGGERS 

SUMMER 


SPECTACULAR! 

TANK TOPS 


100% Cotton Tank Tops largely dis¬ 
playing the 9" CIA, AIR-AMERICA, 

$995 

KGB and MACVSOG logo. 


SWEATSHORTS! 


50/50 Cotton Blend Shorts with c-|/|50 
3V2" CIA, AIR AMERICA, KGB or * 1 

MACVSOG logos. 


T-SHIRTS! 


50/50 Cotton Blend T-Shirts largely 
displaying the 9" CIA, AIR AMER- 

LO 

ts. 

cc 

-t/5- 

CIA, KGB or MACVSOG logos. 


L ^ Anv Tank Top & shorts 

$2145 

Any T-Shirts & Shorts 

*205° 

CAPS! 


CIA, AIR AMERICA or MACVSOG, 
Deluxe Mesh Caps. One size fits all. 

CO 

PATCHES! 


CIA, AIR AMERICA, KGB or MACVSOG. 

clued $t:oo plain $450 

Type J#tA Type ^ #EA * 


MUG and STEINS 


18 oz. mug, CIA, AIR AMERICA, 23 oz. stein, CIA, AIR 

MACVSOG or t(\qr AMERICA, KGB or 

MARINE CORPS. ? “?ea. MACVSOG. 

mu 

| 24 HOUR HOTLINE DAILY (801) 399-1202 | 


CLOAK & DAGGER PUBLICATIONS 


825 - 25th Street - Ogden, Utah 84401 - catalog $1.00/FREE 
with order - telephone orders accepted 24 hours daily 
add $2.50 S & H - orders paid by VISA/MasterCard, 
checks, money orders * add $3.00 extra for C.O.D. 

WE WILL NOT BE UNDERSOLD! 

_ WE WILL BEAT ANYONES PRICES! _ 
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BULLETPROOF 

VEST 

Will stop the .357 Magnum, 9mm and 00 
Buck. Meets and exceeds “Threat Level 
D-A" tested in accordance with the N1LECJ- 
STD-0101.01. Weighs 2 3 A lbs. Fits easily 
under T-shirt. 



Front & Back Protector $150.00 ppd. 

Detachable Side Panels $27.50 ppd. 


Officially tested by the U.S. Government 
Edgewood Arsenal at the Aberdeen Prov¬ 
ing Grounds under the U.S. Department 
of Justice Standards. State height, chest 
and waist measurements. 

MATTHEWS POLICE SUPPLY CO. 

(a division of David Matthews, Inc.) 

P.O. Box 1754’ 

Matthews, N.C. 28105 


JEFF COOPER'S 


AMERICAN 
PISTOL INSTITUTE 




••• THE CRISIS MANAGEMENT SPECIALISTS ••• 

Take the initiative and dominate your envi¬ 
ronment. Train with the professionals at 
API. Learn modern weaponcraft: practical 
shooting, skillful gunhandling, mental con¬ 
ditioning and applicable tactics with Jeff 
Cooper and the incomparable API staff. 

Consider the API Advantage: 

• We originated and have continuously evolved 
modern smallarms techniques. 

• We offer courses in rifle, pistol, and shotgun 
(machine pistol by departmental arrangement) 
for every level—introductory, refresher, 
remedial, intermediate, and advanced. 

• Our curricula are based on extensive research 
into smallarms conflict, both in the past and 
as now occurring. We teach what happens. 

• Our student-teacher ratio is three-to-one on 
the range and one-to-one in tactical simulation. 

• We are a complete private smallarms training 
facility, encompassing over twenty firing 
ranges and indoor/outdoor tactical simulators, 
plus gunsmithing services on the premises. 

• We also provide off-campus and customized 
courses for military, government, law enforce¬ 
ment and private audiences, anywhere in 
the free world. 

WE ARE «THE FIRST WITH THE MOST ” 




For more information about courses 
and current scheduling, write: 


AMERICAN PISTOL INSTITUTE 
P.O. BOX 401-S 
PAULDEN, ARIZONA 86334 



THE 

APPLEGATE- 
FAIRBAIRN 


THE ONLY 
FIGHTING KNIFE 
EVER 0ES1GNE0 
ON THE BASIS OF 
ACTUAL COMBAT EXPERIENCE. 


A pure fighting knife with custom made, double 
edged blade of 154 cm stainless steel. 

In use by fighting men worldwide, the direct 
successor to the Falrbalrn-Sykes commando 
knife of World War II fame. 


FREE INFORMATION PACKAGE 
WELLS CREEK KNIFE & GUN WORKS 
32956 STATE HWY. 38-SCOTTSBURG. OR 97473 


A RIFLEMAN 
WENT TO WAR 



A RIFLEMAN 
WENT TO WAR 


in ii.w.M'.imim: 



Hit ii \wc m < oi M 
ot rtu u \H8kStnvrfur 

UN till N till I HHONU! 
tUMI It tv (ROM 

BY H. W. McBRIDE, 
PROLOGUE BY JEFF COOPER 

Now back in print, one of the finest books ever 
written about the use of small arms in battle! 
McBride was a master of sniper rifle and 
machinegun who participated in many months of 
combat with the Canadian Army in France. This is 
not a dry history of troop movements and staff 
deliberations but the story of combat marksman¬ 
ship on the battlefields of WWl — the use if infan¬ 
try firearms in modern war. Jeff Cooper calls it, "a 
true classic , v unique." Hardbound, 420 

pages.$19.95 ppd. 

Payment by check, M.O., Visa, MasterCard or 
American Express 

Our latest 72 page, fully illustrated catalog of 
military books, insigna and collectables is now 
available. Send $1.00 today! 

LANCER MILITARIA 

P. O. Box 886 
Mt. Ida, Ark. 71957 
(501)867-2232 


1988 GOVERNMENT 
SURPLUS DIRECTORY 



and a coupon for 
FREE BINOCULARS 


fMoneyback Guarantee 

JEEPS, CARS as low as $30. BOATS, HELICOPTERS, 
TYPEWRITERS, TRUCKS. You can still buy 5,000,000 items 
from the U.S. Government. This manual shows you how to find 
these bargains in your area at TREMENDOUS SAVINGS. Some 
actual prices CARS $30, PICKUPS $40, SHIRTS 22c 
Buy for as little as ic on the dollar. 

THIS NEW 1988 up-to-date directory includes a Bidders 
List Application and listing of Defense Sates Offices. Our 
BIGGEST MOST COMPREHENSIVE DIRECTORY Onlv S5.00 
FREE BINOCULARS Coupon SURPLUS, DEPT. B-303 
BOX 90048, WASHINGTON, D.C. 20066 


PREDATOR 

LASER TARGET DESIGNATOR 



THE PROFESSIONALS CHOICE 


★6.4 oz. ★Dependable 
★9 +in. Long ★500 Meter-(-Range 
★Situation Tested Hot-Cold- 
Humid-Sea ★ Military ★Home 
Security ★Government Agencies 
★ Police ★Private Sector Security 

★ Professional Adventurers 

★ Plain ol’ “State of the Art” 
Shootin - Its PREDATOR! 

Call or write today for information 
on the latest - lightest - most powerful 
laser aiming device on the market today! 


PREDATOR 


$ 495 .°° 

VISA AM. EX. 


API MARKETING, INC. 

1600 Monrovia Ave., Newport Beach, CA 92663 


( 714 ) 722-9087 

Or call for your local dealer. 




□ Send_Secret Skulls @ $30 ea. 

□ money order □ check enclosed. 

Credit Card Orders Phone Toll Free 

1-800-544-3456 Ext. 515 

Name_ 


Black cast metal skull has removable gas 
lighter embedded in top which conceals a 
hollow space for hid¬ 
ing small items, money, 
or a secret stash. Size: 

3" x 2.5" 

FREE GIFT with each 
order from this ad. 

(Dr send for 
□ FhEE CATALOG 
of Militaria, Swords, 

Medals, Helmets, Non- 
Guns, Gifts. 


iSecret 
l Skull 
| *30 

I PPD 


No. 28-609 


Address 


City 


State/Zip_ 

OUR 20TH YEAR—SATISFACTION GUAFtANTEED 


| COLLECTOR’S ARMOURY inc 

I 800 Slaters Lane, Dept. SO 
[j3ox_59, ^Alexandria, VA 22313_j 
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PRIVACY ? 


Avoid BIG BROTHER. 
Best techniques for creating 
COMPLETE PRIVACY! 

■ Avoid Surveillance, Eavesdropping 

■ Become “Invisible’*’ to Investigators 

■ Stop Generating Financial Records 

■ Communications Privacy.. Phone, Mail 

■ How to Stay Out of Government Files 

■ Begin Eliminating Negative Records 

■ How to Create Helpful New Records 

■ Generating Quick Cash Income 

■ Hiding Your Assets ■ Privacy Afloat 

■ Banking Alternatives ■ “Low Profile” 


Nomadic Living 


■ Privacy from Taxes ■ 

■ Multiple Addresses 

■ Hideouts, Deep Cover 

■ How to “Disappear” 
ALL THE PRIVACY YOU 

WANT—and MORE! 
Don’t wait! Order TODAY!! 

ONLY $18.95 


EDEN PRESS 
11623 Slater “C”, Box 8410-AP, Fountain Valley, CA 92728 
Your (□ Regular P&H, $2.00 (Please add 
Choice (□ FIRST CLASS, $5.00 to order.) 
[California residents please add 6% sales 
□ Send latest Book Catalog — FREE. 

Name_ 


WHITESIDE SAFE SALES CO 
FORT KNOXtm DISTRIBUTOR 


"NOW I LEAVE HOME WITH A SAFE FEELING.. 
SO CAN YOU.” GENERAL CHUCK YEAGER 
Security & Privacy 

•LIFETIME WARRANTY 

• Revolutionary, 
patented bank-type 
rack and pinion 
geared locking system 
with triple retook 

• Rugged, burglar proof 
concealed hinges 

• No wear points 

• UL-ltsted fire-proofing 

• High luster automotive 
quality finishes 

• Your choice of 6 

decorotor interiors 
Free Brochure , 

Guoranteed lowest Prices 


cautou-.- 800-433-7024 * , 805-322-1780 Collect 

407 Chester Avenue. Suite 2 • Bakersfield. CA 73304 


GENUINE Gl 
JUNGLE BOOT 

SIZES 7-14 &N, R, W, X-W, 
some 'A sizes 


Spike Protective, canvas- 
nylon uppers, leather 
bottom, screen vent 


$11.95 

d flR SECRETS OF MODERN 

KNIFE FIGHTING 

f v by David Steele 

8V2"x11," 149 pages, 180 photos. Knife Fighting history, 
techniques, and strategy to insure the personal survival of 
Law Enforcement, Military, and Civilian who must: “GO IN 
HARMS WAY." 


HOW TO GET ANYTHING ON ANYBODY 

State of the art investigative/surveillance techniques from the 
worlds best intelligence organizations. “Possibly the most 
dangerous book ever published;” NBC News states .. $33.00 


$6.50 


Heckler & Koch G3 (Selective Fire HK 91) Owners Manual OR 
Heckler & Hock HK33 (Selective Fire HK 93) Owners Manual 

• Assembiy/disassembly • Ail firing modes shown in a step by step 

* Operatlon/maintenance/ sequence of diagrams showing the 

repair function of all parts involved 

More than 50 pages with photos and diagrams. 


m $11.95 

MERCENARY’S 
MANUAL 
V0 - 11 

ts written by Terry Edwards 
V: ’ edited by Robert K. Brown 

This technical book is the condensation of manuals, books, 
interviews, ARTICLES, and personal experience dealing with 
every aspect of the profession and is intended to broaden the 
knowledge and contribute to the survival of soldiers and meres. 
Paperback, 324 pgs., 300 photos 4 drawings. 


SURVIVAL BOOKS 


11106 MAGNOLIA BLVD., N. HOLLYWOOD. CA 91601 • ATTN. GLADYS 
(818) 763-0604 OPEN 7 DAYS 

Prices subject to change • Catalog $2 00 • Orders paid with money order 
or credit card sent immediately, personal check orders held 4 weeks 


NIGHT VISION 

AN/PVS-4 Starlight 

CURRENT MILITARY ISSUE 
— STATE OF THE ART 
FINEST UNIT AVAILABLE TODAY 


$4500.00 (+ $15.00 UPS) New w/Factory New 
Image Intensifier (1 year wty.) 

FEATURES: 

^5mm Second Generation intensifier ’Muzzle 
flash protection ‘ABC and Manual gain control 
‘Adjustable illuminated reticle with .223 or .308 
ballistics ‘Camera or video adaptor optional. 

SHIPPED COMPLETE WITH: 

‘Night Scope and manual ‘Daylight filter *Mf 6 
mount ‘Lens cleaning kit ‘Carrying case 
‘Batteries (Replacements readily available) 
COMPLETE LINE OF individual and 
crewserved weaponsights. Night Vision 
goggles and viewers, Extensive Parts inventory 
for Both First and Second Generation Systems, 
plus reconditioning and general repair. 

We use genuine MIL-SPEC A.R.M.S. mounting systems. 
Night Vision Equipment Specialists 
Send $4.00 for our illustrated catalog 

EXCALIBUR ENTERPRISES 

P.O. Box 266, Emmaus, PA 18049 
(215) 791-5710 


MASTER CHARGE, VISA. COD’s accepted. 
Send for our free 9 page price list of other 

K nent surplus including camoufiague 

Valley Surplus 
Box 346-S 

Tariffville, Conn. 06081 
(203) 658-6228 

ALL ORDERS POSTPAID BY UNITE0 PARCEL 
SERVICE ONLY. FOR ORDERS WHICH MUST 
BE SENT BY POST OFFICE. PLEASE 
INCLUDE SUFFICIENT POSTAGE FOR SEVEN 
LBS.. INSURED. 


Rings are massive 


and are shown much 


smaller than actual size. 


I&l EiQl» Wn S 
IRuby Ey«I 


$29.95 * $2 50 post/hand. 

All major credit cards accepted 
Orders mailed in 72 hrs 


THE HOUND DOG 


Sniffs Out Hidden Transmitters 

Throughout the world today, corporations, professional 
men, and businessmen are spending millions annually to in¬ 
sure privacy in their offices and homes where important plans 
and policy making decisions are discussed and formulated 
The “HOUND DOG” is a wise investment for anyone who has 
reason to believe that an eavesdropping device is now hidden, 
or may be hidden in the future, in either home or office. No 
radio transmitter, no matter how well it may have been hid¬ 
den. can escape detection by the “H0UN0 00G“ 

The “HOUND DOG ' is an advanced electronic instrument 
designed tor the sole purpose of locating hidden transmitters. 
An average size office or room can be thoroughly searched in 
only a matter ol minutes. The “HOUND DOG“ sniffs out any 
transmitters hidden in pictures, walls, desks, chairs, etc., 
regardless of their operating frequency. 

The “HOUND D0G“ is simple to use. Single knob adjust¬ 
ment calibrates the meter and any transmitter signal received 
is indicated by the meter movement By simply sweeping the 
probe past walls, chairs, pictures, desks, etc. the presence 
of any transmitter will cause a rise in the meter reading. The 
meter reading will continue to rise as the probe approaches 
the transmitter 

We believe you will find the “HOUND DOG” outperlorms 
most other units selling for several limes the price. This item 
has been built since 1962. Each one is backed by a 3-year 
warranty by us. 

Meter Calibrate 


SIZE.. 1.6 x 2.4 x 8.2 INCHES $ 195.00 

USES A COMMON RADIO BATTERY 


Super Powerful 
FM TRANSMITTER 

\ Many times more powerful than other transmitters. 
Iff,'" \ Transmits up to % mile to any FM radb -Easy to 
Su Assemble Kit ■ up to 9V battery (not tod.) 


$19.95 


Order by ring number • Gait (702) 385-7912 • 24 hour* • For credit card 
orders. Vlaa. M/C, American Expre**. Dlacovery, Dinner* Club • Credll 
card order* mailed In 72 hour* • Call tor quote* on 14k gold ring. 


Call 305-725-1000 or send $195.00 + $5.00 shipping 
for Hound Dog and $19.95 and $1.00 shipping for j, 
FM Transmitter to USI Corp. PO Box SF-2052, | 

Melbourne, FL 32902 COD's OK. For a catalog of j 
transmitters, voice scramblers 8t other specialty iterm jj 
enclose $2.00 to USI Corp.' 
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LEARN GUN REPAIR 


Be a DETECTIVE 


H0-CH1-MWW5 


PACK A CLASSIC 
ON YOUR NEXT 
TOUR OF DUTY 



Please State Group No.: 

Group No. 1: (fits sizes 5-6) 
Group No. 2: (fits sizes 6Vi-8) 
Group No. 3: (fits sizes 856-10) 
Group No. 4: (fits sizes 10VH2) 

SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO: 


T. RUTTER 

Dept. SOF 

P.O. Box 5845 • Hollywood, FL 33083 

These rugged son dais are hond-crafted from actuol tire 
casings and Inner tubes. Occasionally non-permanent 
mattes may be left on skin, clothing and ftjmlture. 


VIETNAM 
VETERANS 
RINGS 

cWMF/F. Hart 
Royalties go to Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial Fund 

Cast in stainless steel. Expertly modeled 
Vietnam Veterans’ statue and the RVN medal 
are displayed in bold relief on ring sides. Bezel 


reads VIETNAM VETERAN. 

Red or Biue European spinel stones ... $69.95 

Marine Corps emblem mounted on red stone . $79.95 

Green spinel and birthstones available . —.. $79.95 


Size accuracy is very important due to the hardness of 
the metal. Allow 6-8 weeks delivery times. 

Marshall walnut plaque. 8" x 10”, with engraving plate. Statue 

made of marbon with antique gold finish.... 

Three lines of engraving .... $29.95 

No engraving - ..... $24.95 


Beautiful, deep-cut oval bell buckle, 3 1/2” wide, with American 
flag, Great Seal of United States flag, and Vietnam Veterans 



Ranger Commando Lock-Back Survival Knife. Made In USA. 
Black-oxide 1070 High Carton Steel blade with Vietnam Veterans 
Statue medallion inlaid in the handle. Camouflage hylon scabbard. 


4“ folding blade . $34.95 

5" folding blade .....$39.95 

Subdued gold finish . .... ... ..$12.95 


Commemorative coin, $8.95; Key ring, $9.95; Lapel pin, $5.95; 
Necklace, $14.95. 

Add $3.00 P/H 

Major Don Wortman, USAF Retired 
EAGLE LTD • 2051 Opal Dr. 
Prescott, AZ 86301 • (602) 778-5656 





YOU CAN BE AN EXPERT 
GUNSMITH IN LESS THAN 
SIX MONTHS 

START NOWAND EARN YOUR DIPLOMA 
AT HOME IN YOUR SPARE TIME. f 

OUR FAMOUS STAFF OF EXPERTS WILL TEACH YOU: 

• BASIC/MASTER GUN REPAIR • CUSTOMIZING • CHOKES 

• ACCURIZING • BLUEING • SPORTERiZING • SCOPES 

• BALLISTICS SECRETS • HOW TO BUY WHOLESALE 

• RELOAOING FOR PISTOL AND RIFLE • SHOTGUNS 

• HOW TO GET YOUR FEOERAL FIREARMS LICENSE 

PLUS MUCH MORE! 

PROVEN METHODS-CHARTS-EXPLODED VIEWS 
ACCREDITED & APPROVED BY STATE & NATIONAL 
AGENCIES & BY THE V.A. FOR Gl BENEFITS 
OVER 40,000 STUOENTS SINCE 1946 



_SendJor_FREJ_[acls_pMCa | !_6C)2 :: 990 I 8346_ __. 

Please RUSH FREE lads on how I can become a 
professional gunsmith the QUICK easy home study 
way No Obligation No salesman will call. 

NAME _ AGE - 



MODERN GUN REPAIR SCHOOL, dept. GCK68 
2538 N. 8TH ST., • Box 5338 • PHOENIX AZ 85010 



FREE set of Dog Tags w/ purchase of any two 
T-shirts listed below. T-shirls are available w/ 
black print on T-shirt colors of Olive Drab, 

Silver or Li Blue. Sizes M, L, XL (XXL avail¬ 
able at $1.00 extra per shirt). Dog Tags are 
regular$5.00/set or 1/2 price w/ purchase of one 
T-shirt. Dog Tags are 5 lines w/ max 15 charaetcrsi 
per line. One 27 inch and one 6 inch chain. 

IT-SHIRT DESIGNS AVAILABLE!lff""" a . 
|#1 - Silhouette of a Claymore Mine w/ slogan: ■ Qr ^ f Qr F 
a The Army's Recipe for Swiss Cheese, I~. 7 nn 
#2 - Silhouette of an M-16AI w/ slogan: 
a - GUN CONTROL- is Hitting What You Aim At. 
b - M-I6A1- Don’t Leave Home Without It 
#3 - Silhouette of an AH-64 Apache w/ slogan: 
a - Don't Bother to Run - Youli Only Die Tired. 

#4 - Plain Camoflage T-Shin - S6.00._ 


TARGETS 
Targets are 8 1/2” by 11” heavystodt paper 
Pick your worst enemy or get ihe variety pack. 
Pack of 10 - $2.95 Pack of 20 - $3.95 


A-Khadafy 
B -Onega 
C - Khomeini 
D - Castro 

E - Evan Mecham - Soon to be Ex-Govcmor of Arizona. 


BUMPER STICKERS 

A- Don’t Bother to Run. You'll Only Die Tired, with picture 
of AH-64 Apache Helicopter. 

B- Gun Control is Hilling What You Aim Al with picture 


I ofM-16Al. 

C- * RED, WHITE AND BLUE, These Colors DonT Run 
D- * AMERICA. LOVE IT OR LEAVE IT. 

*C & D have a picture of Old Glory. AH bumper Stickers are 
doncin patriotic blue and red print on white background. 

1 for $ 1 50, 2 for $2.50 4 for $4.00. 

Please mail check or money order to: 

UNITED SHIRTS OF AMERICA 

2455 East Broadway #49 

k „ c Mesa, AZ 85204 (602) 890-8991 

Z residents add 6 1/2% Sales Tax, Overseas Add 20% P & H 




LEGIONNAIRES 
SURVIVAL 
BOOT KNIFE 

ONLY 

s 12 95 

Add $1.05 HndL 


Model 

K-99-A 


Double edge 440 stainless steel blade. 
Full tang one piece construction. Leath¬ 
er sheath with quick release snap and 
metal boot/belt clip. Money Back 
Guaranteed If Not Fully Satisfied!! 


WESTBURY SALES CO. Dept BK-6-SF 

156 Post Avenue, Westbury, New York 11590 


AND EARN YOUR RADGE 




LICENSE 
INFORMATION 
ALL STATES 



» LEARN A 
EARN 
AT HOME 


• AUDIO/VISUAL 
PROGRAMS 


* ELECTRONIC EQUIP 


NO EXPERIENCE OR COLLEGE REQUIRED 


Men-Women- Learn from theexperts. Train at homeforan 
exciting part or full time career as a private detective or 
security consultant. Start your own business or work for 
others. Step-by-step you will learn how to conduct any 
investigation, how and where to find that first job. and 
much more. Credentials and employment assistance. 

The BEST training available al the BEST 
price. Prove it to yourself by investigating 
before you invest. Send NOW (or full tacts. 


L JL 


assistance. 

Bffl 


. . GLOBAL SCHOOL OF INVESTIGATION 
Box 191S Hanover, Mass. 02339 

Rush FREE facls, Show me how I can learn at home lo be a Private 
Investigator. No obligation. No salesman wtll call. 


_ AGE- 


ADDRESS— 

CITY 


“For An Education That Works” 



LEARN 

GUN 

REPAIR 


No previous experience 
needed...Train at home in 
spare time. As a “gun pro¬ 
fessional” you will be an 
expert in ballistics and 
reloading. Know how to 
accurize, customize, re¬ 
pair almost any firearm; 
custom-make ammuni¬ 
tion, rechoke shotguns, 
fit and finish stocks. 
Know where to buy rifles, 
pistols, shotguns and ac¬ 
cessories at lowest 
wholesale prices! 

Start your own business 
full or spare time, or work 
in gun shop, sports or dis¬ 
count store, for firearms 
manufacturer, distributor 
or importer. 

START MAKING MONEY 
ALMOST IMMEDIATELY! 


We show you how to apply for Federal Firearms license to 
buy and sell guns while still a student. Included with 
course...at no extra cost... precision, gauges, fine gunsmith’s 
screwdrivers, honing stone, checkering tools...plus with your 
first lesson, Powley High Velocity Trajectory Chart to improve 
your marksmanship. Graduation from this course does not 
insure that you will get a job. To find out how our graduates 
have done, send for information that includes their employ¬ 
ment success. MAIL COUPON TODAY! 


NORTH AMERICAN SCHOOL OF FIREARMS, DepL RS058 

925 Oak St., Scranton, PA 18508-9971 

Rush me full information telling how l can train at home for an 
exciting career as agun expert. No obligation. No salesman will 
visit. 

Name_Age_ 

Address_Apt. #- 

City/State/Zip_ 


Phone No. { ) 


lb A Subsidiary of National Education Corporation 
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NEW 6 FT. “4 INI” TAKE-DOWN BLOWGUN 

I New 1989 Survival— h unting“ Commando M ™IVlodel^ 

Camoutlaoe or Black ninja . CT 1 TH 11 [{ ! 1-1 1 , M A t;;f ,-mi 

Ifl models add $3.00 each gur?\. t r? ; iKtlilrTfrl.l f■«: f iTi ■* 


|Cam? darts] 


|Honus: Huy 2 


No CO.D.’s to this number 

1-800-541-4100 

9 ORDER DESK 


Blowgun World, Inc., Box 25183-S, Salt Lake City, UT 84125 


SEMr AUTO 22 LR CARBINE 


WINCOM 

A Communication Company 

P.O. Box 15-3705 
Irving, TX 75015-3705 
Phone: 1-800-634-0356 

SEE HISTORY UNFOLD AS IT WAS! ACTUAL 
COMBAT PHOTOGRAPHY AVAILABLE ON 
VHS TAPE! See the Bloody “FIRST INFANTRY 
DIVISION IN VIETNAM” in your own home or the 
101st AIRBORNE, “SCREAMING EAGLES” 
and the 173rd BRIGADE, “SKY SOLDIERS” in 
the Skies of Vietnam. Each tape is 56 MINUTES 
LONG. Send $19.95 + $3.00 handling and 
postage, check or money order, per tape to: 
VIDEO PUBLISHING, a division of WINCOM, 
P.O. BOX 15-3705, IRVING, TX 75015-3705 or 
call 1-800-634-0356 and place your order on 
your MasterCard or Visa. Be sure to specify the 
“FIRST INFANTRY” or “AIRBORNE SERIES” 
when ordering or enjoy both for only $39.90 + 
$3.00 handling and postage. 
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Armo-Tech 


The Ballistic Armor Co. 

Custom Work For Special 
Needs 

• Lexguard® • 

• Aramid Fibers & Resin 
Systems • 

• High Density Ceramics • 

• Space Age Metal Alloys • 

• Aluminum & Steel Fabrication • 


ri^ZNELSPOT 007s 

/Jw 104.95 

UW See us for all your needs 

We stock.. .quality parts and accessories/power mod- 
ifications/ext. barrels, pumps, stocks/paint balls Co 2 / 
safety equipment/quantity discounts available for deal¬ 
ers and teams. 

For orders and information call 
203-526-3099 
or write for free catalog 
PO Box 130 * Haddam, CT 06438 / 

• • •••«£») 

FOR THE COMPETITIVE EDGE 


Vehicles 
Body Armor 

Shielding 

Armor 

Transparent 

Armor 


Walls - Doors - Electrical Components 
Protection 

For inquiries call 1-916-923-6162 
or write to: 

Armo-Tech 

1255 University Ave., Suite 140 
Sacramento, CA 95825 


Call or write for free brochure. 
Feather Industries, Inc. 

2300 Central Ave., #K, Dept. SOF 
Boulder, CO 80301 
(303) 442-7021 


AUTHORS WANTED 
BY N.Y. PUBLISHER 


A well-known New York subsidy book 
publisher is searching for manuscripts 
worthy of publication. Fiction, non-fic¬ 
tion, poetry, juveniles, travel, scientific, 
specialized and even controversial sub¬ 
jects will be considered. If you have a 
book-length manuscript ready for publi¬ 
cation (or are still working on it), and 
would like more information and a free 
booklet, please write: 

VANTAGE PRESS, DEPT. DA-58 
516 W. 34th St., New York, N.Y. 10001 


PLACE LABEL HERE 


Clty/Slate/ZIp 

Mail it to: SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine, 
P.O. Box 348, Mt. Morris, IL 61054 
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CLASSIFIED 


CURRENT REQUIREMENTS — All ads MUST be 
received by the 1st, four months prior to issue cover 
date. Ad copy must be typed or written clearly with 
authorizing signature, telephone number and pay¬ 
ment. Advertisers offering information packets for a 
fee must send a sample of packet. Cost per insertion 
is $1 per word — $20 minimum. Name, address and 
telephone are to be included in the count. FOR 
EXAMPLE: P.O. Box 693 = 3 words; Boulder, 
Colorado = 2 words; 60306 = 1 word. Abbreviations 
such as A.P., 20mm, U.S., etc., count as one word 
each. Hyphenated words and telephone numbers are 
counted as two words. We reserve the right to 
delete or change any copy which we determine to be 
objectionable. Mail to SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Classi¬ 
fied, P.O. Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306. 

READERS OF BOTH DISPLAY AND CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISING ARE ADVISED THAT SOLDIER OF 
FORTUNE MAGAZINE DOES NOT VERIFY VALIDI¬ 
TY OF EVERY ADVERTISEMENT AND/OR THE 
LEGALITY OF EVERY PRODUCT CONTAINED 
HEREIN. SHOULD ANY READER HAVE A PROB¬ 
LEM WITH PRODUCTS OR SERVICES OFFERED 
BY AN ADVERTISER, HE SHOULD SEEK ASSIST¬ 
ANCE FROM HIS NEAREST POSTAL INSPECTOR 
AND ALSO CONTACT OUR ADVERTISING DE¬ 
PARTMENT. SOLDIER OF FORTUNE DOES NOT 
INTEND FOR ANY PRODUCT OR SERVICE ADVER¬ 
TISED TO BE USED IN ANY ILLEGAL MANNER. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine is 
a magazine of national and interna¬ 
tional distribution. There may be 
products for which sale, possession 
or interstate transportation may be 
restricted, prohibited or subject to 
special licensing requirements in 
your state. Purchasers should con¬ 
sult the local law enforcement au¬ 
thorities in their area. 


DIVORCE DIRTY TRICKS. Protect property. Win custody you want. Shar¬ 
pest tactics revealed. 228-page book, $14.95. Guaranteed. EDEN PRESS, 
PO Box 8410-DD, Fountain Valley, CA 92728. (134) 

GET FOREIGN PASSPORTS. 26 countries analyzed. Legal requirements, 
inside information. Free details. EDEN PRESS, Box B410-FP, Fountain 
Valley, CA 92728. (134) 


FREE KUNG FU LESSONS. Guaranteed satisfaction. Send $1 for post- 
age: McLISA, PO Box 1755, Dept. SF88-C, Honolulu, HI 96806. (146-KEY) 

ALASKAN RSHING JOBS. BIG MONEY. EXCITEMENT. Send $3 (re¬ 
fundable) to: JC THOMPSON, 2508 Fifth Ave. #121 -S, Seattle, WA 98121. 
(128) 


LAW BADGES AND PATCHES send$1 for list or $6 for 12 monthly lists. 
BPEC, Dept. SF1287, Box 444, Los Aiamitos, CA 90720. (137) 


UNUSUAL BOOKS - Over 475 Exciting Titles! Exotic Weaponry, 
Military, Martial Arts, Crime, Self-Defense, Surveillance, Chemistry, Priva¬ 
cy, Survival, Knives, Fireworks Buying, Spy Operations, Anything on Any¬ 
one, Big Brother, Compromising Machines, Wiretapping, New Ways of 
Fighting Back and MUCH MORE! Huge Eye-Opening Book Catalog $2 plus 
FREE Copy ALPHA FORCE NEWSLETTER. Satisfaction Always Guaran¬ 
teed! Authors Wanted. ALPHA PUBLICATIONS, PO Box 92-S, Sharon 
Center, OH 44274. (129) 


ARMY SURPLUS: Large Inventory New and Used, Plus Survival Items. 
Send $1 (Refundable) for Price Ust: Hugh Wade's Oakshire Place, Hiway 
51, South Union City, TN 38261. (128) 


FREE CATALOG! Army Navy surplus, collectible WW1I items, Nazi re¬ 
galia, medals, flags, weapons. Send (5) 2 2<t stamps postage, Ammo Dump, 
2607 Hennepin #433, Minneapolis, MN 55408. (133) 


WW1I WAR SOUVENIRS! Includes daggers, swords, helmets, everything! 
Illustrated catalog $10 (refundable). DISCO, Box 331-X, Cedarburg, Wl 
53012. (131) 


SECRET METHODS 


LEARN THE TECHNIQUES AND METHODS OF; POLICE 
WORK, PRIVATE INVESTIGATION,GOVERNMENT AGENTS, 
BODYGUARDS, BDUNTY HUNTERS, SELF-DEFENSE, 
MARTIAL ARTS, FIREARMS, ANQ RELATED SUBJECTS.’ 


CATALOG $1.00 


R & R, P.O. Box 308-SF-6, Hermosa Beach, CA 90254 


CUSTOM EMBROIDERED PATCHES. Your design, any size, shape, 
colors. Five piece minimum, free brochure and random sample. Hein, 

4202B N. Drake, Chicago, IL 60618. (131) _ 

ORIGINAL CIA Black Book of improvised weapons, 2 giant volumes 
reduced to pocket size. $11.95 ppd. GROUND ZERO, PO Box 335A, 

Croton, OH 43013. (130) _ 

IS YOUR LIFE WORTH 3 BUCKS? Our new catalog of military, outdoor, & 
survival gear is! Refund on purchase. GROUND ZERO, PO Box 335A, 
Croton, OH 43013. (130) _ 

SPECIAL FORCES, RANGER, AIRBORNE challenge coins. List $1. 
Custom minting for your unit available. Phillips, West Monticeilo, 

Brookhaven, MS 39601-3304. (133) _ 

TRACE MISSING PERSONS— Big money and adventure with our proven 
professional techniques. Learn how in our critically acclaimed bestseller. 
Send $14.95 to Tower Hill Press, PO Box 1132, Doylestown, PA 18901. 

(135)_ 

NUCLEAR SURVIVAL: Build effective fallout shelter. Includes plans, 
checklist of items to stockpile, important mail order sources, plus other 
Disaster Prepardeness information. Send $5 to: American Enterprises, Box 

11081, San Diego, CA 92111(128) _ 

BUMPERSTICKER PRINTER. Cheap, Simple, Portable. Free Details. 
Bumper, POB 22791 (ABM), Tampa, FL 33622. (128) _ 

MAKE MONEY SELUNG KNIVES. Self defense, martial arts items avail¬ 
able. Midwest Wholesale Distributors, Inc., PO Box 426, South Haven, Ml 
49090. (130) _ 

RHODESIA VETS AND RHODESIANS - Contact RVA, PO Box 1221, 
Agoura Hills, CA 91301, or call (213) 234-9201. (TF) 


ACGIMCNTIH INSIGNIA & WEAPONRY 

• SAS • RAF • BLACK UJATCH 

f \\ • PARA • AM • CAMERONS 

, OO * ASDG • AN • GUARDS elc. 


^ Import Cotolog $2.00 
BAITISH REGALIA IMPORTS 

Deportment-4 

P.O. Box 50473 • Nashville, TN 37205 


FIREWORKS: Fun, safe, top quality, lowest prices, catalog $1. WEST- 
SHORE FIREWORKS INC., 6641 E. Dewey SI8, Fountain, Ml 49410. (135) 

WAR WfTH EMPTY HANDS, by Lenox Cramer, former5th Special Forces 
(SOG). Hardcore Full Contact Martial Arts! $16.95 Postpaid. UNUSUAL 
BOOK CATALOG $2. ALPHA PUBLICATIONS, PO Box 92-Wh, Sharon 
Center, OH 44274. (129) _ 

SURVEILLANCE-COUNTERSURVEILLANCE! Micro transmitters 500% 
savingsl Night vision, lasers, stun guns, secret devices, ultrasonic’s, bug 
detectors, restricted books, more—huge catalog $5.00 (refundable). PRO- 
TECTOR, PO Box 520294, Salt Lake City, UT 84152. (128) _ 

WHO KILLED KENNEDY? Assassination/conspiracy research materials: 
Videocassettes, audiotapes, photographs, literature. Catalogue: $3. Col¬ 
lector's Archives, Box 2, Beaconsfield, Quebec. H9W 5T6. (137) 


LE MERCENAIRE! Monthly Intelligence newsletter on terrorism, commun¬ 
ist subversion, covert operations. $15 year. $17 overseas. Sample $2. LE 
MERCENAIRE, PO Box 507, Fredericktown, MO 63645. (141) 


MOVING FAST? Keep a permanent address for as low as $7 a month. Not a 
box number but your own address and suite number. Also available— 
phone number, remailing, mail forwarding and more. ALL CONFIDENTIAL 
For information enclose a stamp to THE BRANCH OFFICE, 3341W. Peoria 
Ave., Phoenix, AZ 85029. (602) 993-7534. (130) _ 

CRIMEFIGHTERS send $2 for Police Catalog. B-PEC, Dept. SF1187, Box 
444, Los Aiamitos, CA 90720. (137) 


FREE 32-PAGE PRIVACY CATALOG! Low-profile methods. Asset'pro- 
tection. Secret hiding places. Home businesses, cash income opportuni¬ 
ties. Get new credit, jobs, degrees. EDEN PRESS, PO Box 8410-SR, 
Fountain Valley, CA 92728. (134) 


The Most Powerful 
Slingshot in the world 





[n.- Pay Postage t 


* More “muzzle” energy than some .22 cal. cartridges. 

* Shoots 184 gr. lead ball (50 cal.) 200 ft. per sec. 

* Oier 300 yard range. 

* Kill instantly grouse, dock, squirrel, rabbit, raccoon, 

cat, dog, fox, badger, even coyote. 

* Shoots 50 cal. holes clear thru 1/4" plywood. 

* (Ip to 50 lb. draw (can you pull it ?), 

Slingshot with 4 extra power bands: *20 ** 

Exim power bands: * 3 ** per set. Ammo : *8^ per lb. 


*** V/tU Srnti C.O.D. 702-361-8341 
Ron Xrm inir £711 *ji-p Epiings Road # n Las *i|is Rv. B9123 


LEARN TO SKYDIVE: One day parachute training in your area. Average 
cost including first jump is only $130. Information packet lists almost 200 
training programs nationwide. Send five dollars to: FALL GUYS, 2395 
Jefferson Terrace, Eastpoint, GA 30344. (129) _ 

CAMOUFLAGE PONCHOS, Current Issue Ripstop Poncho now issued to 
the Marines, SPECIAL ONLY $22. A.H A, Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. 
(128)_ 

STATE PISTOL LAWS, regulations all states and Federal Gun Laws, both 
$5. Police Catalog $2. Schlessinger, PO box 882, New York, NY 10150. 
(128)_ 

"NAVY SEALS IN VIETNAM" - The TRUTH! First video documentary 
written by SEAL TEAM ONE members. Covers uniforms, weapons, equip¬ 
ment, operations; all gear peculiar to SEAL use $15.95. ALSO AVAILABLE 
for the FIRST TIME "NAVY SEALS ON PATROL". Rare footage of REAL 
SEALS on patrol IN VIETNAM! Shot in Vietnam in 1968 by SEAL TEAM 
ONE Members. See an entire operation performed and explained! A MUST 
for any serious collector $21.95. $AVE get BOTH only $35.95! Profits from 
all sales donated to UDT-SEAL MUSEUM fund for BRONZE STATUE in 
memory of all SEALS killed inaction. LOTI GROUP PRODUCTIONS. Dept 
"A", 8341 SW 157 Ave., Suite 311, Miami, FL 33198. (128) 


I MILITARY COLLECTORS 

postpaid. • German War Badges • postpaid. 



BUTTERFLY KNIVES 

The Folding BALISONG 
knives originated in the 
Philippines — used by their 
fighting forces. Now made into 
fine quality hunting knives. 

The blade is of surgical 
steel. The butterfly design 
protects the working 
portion of the knife. A 
lever locks the ° 

handle securely 3 

in the open or = 

closed position. jtft ? 

Model K98-P / 1 ? 

s 8 50 Ea. / 1 •. 

and *1 50 UPS charges m 1 

WESTBURY SALES CO. #1 

DEPT P-6-SF m 1 

156 Post Avenue (J V\ 

Westbury, NY 11590 1 M 


■ 


Sub — Iron Cross — Wound 

Your choice any one = $8.00 or all 3 - $20.00. All are 
full size, not miniatures. These made from originals. Your 
choice W.W. #1 or ?2 (state choice). We have most 
complete st ock of W.W. fj2 German badges-caps-flags, 
etc. in U.S. — fiWai hKhiTOI kM ai AkH 

Postpaid(Sentfreewithanyorder)^^ 

Our 224 page fully illustrated CATALOG $3.00. 

W.W. a Ltd. Box 2063-F, St. Louis, Mo. 63158 


BRmSH/SCOTTISH MILiTARIA COLLECTORS REGIMENTAL Insig¬ 
nia, Blazer Crests, Ties, Plaques, Tankards, etc., of Elite British/Scottish 
Regiments, SAS, Para, Guards, etc., and RAF. Also Scottish Clan Regalia, 
weaponry and miniatures. Import catalog $2. BRITISH REGALJA IM¬ 
PORTS, Dept. 6, PO Box 50473, Nashville, TN 37205. (130) 


NEW BOOK CATALOG! 50 page catalog describes over 300 fascinating 
titles. The best books available on weaponry and dozens of other subjects! 
Send $1 to: PALADIN PRESS, PO Box 1307-8AQT, Boulder, CO 00306. 
(303) 443-7250. (128) 


.50- CAL. MACHINE GUN BELTS. Enhance your fireplace, den, place of 
business with impressive and unique wall display of authentic 1943-4 
Frankford Arsenal war issue .50 cal. complete shells less powder with steel 
links for continuous belt. Excellent condition. Massive 100 rounds nearly 9 
ft. long. $63.50 plus $8 shipping; 50 rounds $34.50 plus $5; 25 rds. $19.50 
plus $4. Also artillery shells etc. "JOE JELINEK, 1201 F Cottage Grove, 
Chicago Heights, IL 60411. (312) 758-2183." (128) 


MILITARY HISTORY 


ON VIDEOCASSETTE 

See military history come alive—as it actually happened! j 
Our illustrated catalog of over 300 titles features hard-to- 
find original material showing both sides of ali major 20th 
Century wars from World War! through the Falklands 
campaign. For your copy of our catalog send $1.00 to: 


INTERNATIONAL HISTORIC FILMS, INC. Dept. 11 
Box 2 9 03 5, Chicago, IL 60629 
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NOTICE TO READERS 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine is 
a magazine of national and interna¬ 
tional distribution. There may be 
products for which sale, possession 
or interstate transportation may be 
restricted, prohibited or subject to 
special licensing requirements in 
your state. Purchasers should con¬ 
sult the local law enforcement au¬ 
thorities in their area. 


BRITISH MILITARY EQUIPMENT, Current Camouflage Para Smock 
NEW $145. Complete Catalog of Uniforms, Equipment & Insignia only $1. 
Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. (128) _ 

NEW BOOK CATALOG! 50 page catalog describes over 300 fascinating 
titles. The best books available on weaponry and dozens of other subjects! 
Send $1. to: PALADIN PRESS, PO Box 1307-8GQT, Boulder, CO 00306. 
(303) 443*7250. (133) _ 

CHOKER II. Original Top Secret Reid Order for WWII glider assault dated 
23 March 1945. Approx. 35 pages, including 27x36 map of Frankfurt, 
Germany. Ex. cond. Best Offer. CHOKER II, PO Box 361, Redondo Beach, 
CA 90277. (128) 
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Offering 

My Hollow Handle 
Survival & Combat Knife 

Non-Glare Mat Combat Finish 


Only 

$ 225 °° 


/ 


Knives 


Custom Handmade Knives 
by Robert Parish 

1922 Spartanburg Hwy. Hendersonville, NC 28739 
Phone (704) 692-3466 
“Send $2.00 for complete catalog." 


V< Y 


UNARMED COMBATI Never be afraid again. Survive the streets. Ultra¬ 
powerful self-defense system. Totally practical. $13.95 brings illustrated 
course. FREE gift included. $10 value. Act now! LIBRA ENTERPRISES, 
486(SF) Molimo, San Francisco, CA 94127. (128) _ 

INTERNATIONAL MfUTARY SUPPLY, Israeli Bulletproof Helmets $115., 
Russian SSh-60 Helmets $150. British Reid Jackets $115. French Camo 
Ponchos $15. Complete Catalog of items from over 25 Countries 50c 
Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. (128) _ 

LARGE MARTIAL ART CATALOG. Wholesale Prices. Weapons, knives, 
hundreds of items. Send $1. American Liquidators, 4009 P.C.H., Torrance. 
CA 90505. (128) 



US 3x5 ft flag set, cotton $19; 3x5 ft Confederate Battle flag $15; 
German Imperial 2x3 ft $35; 3x5 ft $50.3x5 ft Japanese WWII $32; 3x5 ft 
POW/MIA $48. Armed Forces 3x5 ft $40. For all flags/all sizes, call toll 

1,66 USA FLAG CO. 

Box 4718 • Mainevllle, Ohio 45039 


HAVE A UNLISTED ADDRESS, Mail secretly received/forwarded. 75c 
letter, $6 monthly. Dicretion assured. MEYER, PO Box 51, Middleport, NY 
14105. (129) _ 

FORGIVE? FORGET IT! CREATIVE REVENGE AT ITS BEST. A collec¬ 
tion of trickery from George Hayduke’s British cousin, Michael Connor. 
Gratify your unforgiving heart—turn anger into action! hardcov¬ 

er, iltus., 210pp. Send $19.95ppd to: PALADIN PRESS, PO Box 1307- 
8GQK, Boulder, CO 80306. (303) 443-7250. (130) _ 

XXL & XXXL CAMOUFLAGE UNIFORMS, U.S. Issue Woodland, Desert & 
Tigerstripe for $65. per Suit. Complete Listing .50c A.H.A., Box 21606, 
Denver, CO 00221. MasterCard & VISA Accepted! (128) 

SPECIAL FORCES/SPETSNAZ HUNTING CLUB patch Large! 6x4 (Full 
Color) $8.95 PPD. OLIVER NORTH UNIVERSITY/School of Counter- 
Terrorism T-SHIRT (Full Color) all sizes $12.95 PPD, GOETZ “Subway 
Vigilante” APPLE PIN (full color) $6.95 ppd., USMC MILITARY POLICE 
BULLDOG “Kick Ass & Take Names” 4 inch patch $7. ppd., ALL AMER¬ 
ICAN COMMIE BUSTERS License Plate $6.95 PPD, send $2. for catalog of 
Military Police, Clandestine, and unusual regalia. MEAN STREETS, Box 88 
(ASTOR), Dept. SOF, Boston, MA 02123. (126) _ 

AGENT ORANGE — Get the facts—bibliography with call numbers and 
Info to find/request through any library. Over 90 entries: congressional 
hearings, books, videos, serials. $2. cash or M.O., InfoNet, PO Box 4834, 
Alexandria, VA 22303. (128)_ 


COM BAT & 


2,000 LB. TEST 
COATED NYLON* 

SIDE HEEL^I 
STABILITY- 


SURVIVAL SANDAL 

tissue fftopHisiftiiR 



5 YEAR GUARANTEE 
MONTH GUARANTEE 


GUARANTEED World's Finest Guerrilla 
Sandal. Well bet ,$5,000 on it! 

Most Stable, Durable &JSafest + Comfort. 


SIZES 

Narrow 

Wide 

Length 

Men 

BfC 

D,E ? EE 

4-13Vz 

Women 

AA,A,B 

C,D 

5-11 


And/or include foot tracing. 

Foot sizing sheet available. 

30 Day money back guarantee 
If can be resold as new. 

ALP • Leather Top Sole $44.75 

Nylon_C°lor : _ Brown, Gray or Tan _ _ 244 N. HWY. 101-B 

ftew) ALP • Neoprene Top Sole $29. ! 

Nylon Color: Gray ($2 UPS per order) 4 36-2222 ; 

Dealerships available VISA & M/C By Phone or Mail: 


9 OUT OF 10 
BODY GUARDS 
SWAT OFFICERS 
STREET FIGHTERS 
FOREIGN TRAVELERS 
KARATE INSTRUCTORS 
SOLDIER’S OF FORTUNE 
MARINES/ NAVY SEALS 
SURVIVAL INSTRUCTORS [ 
CHOOSE ALP! j 
AU> SUPER SANDALS j 


LETTERS REMAJLED $1. each. Confidential, dependable. Send mail, 
instructions, payment to: B. Thomas, PO Box 022083, Brooklyn, NY 11202- 
0045. Lew buiktyearly rates. Questions? Send SASE. (128) _ 

SECRET MAILBOX! Confiential mail receiving and forwarding. Write 
POSTAL SHOPPE, 369 East 900 South, Salt Lake City, UT 84111. (128) 

KNIVES, SURVIVAL GEAR, WHOLESALE, Volume Discounts, Top 
Quality Satisfaction Guaranteed, Catalog $1. REBITSKI & CO. DSF, 2770 
Sherry La., Green Bay, Wl 54302. (128) _ 

AIRBORNE JUMP SCHOOL Comprehensive para-military airborne para¬ 
chute insertion course incorporating the use of standard military parachute 
equipment. Ideal for the adventurist or student of Special operations such 
as SWAT, Para-rescue, etc. The student is trained in the art of large aircraft 
exits, equipment jumps, and air operations. Professional expert cadre, all 
certified by the United States Parachute Association, and ex-airbome troop¬ 
ers. If you want to do it right, send $1. for information packet. We are in the 
heart cf airborne country! PARACOMMAND TRAINING CENTER, 143 
Meadow St., Woodstock, GA 30188. (120) 


HIGH EXPLOSIVES - Explosives User's/Dealer’s Booklet with Federal 
license application form and instructions. Recommendations of how to blast 
beaver dams, ditches and stumps. (Explosives required are UPS shipp- 
able.) Send $t 5. to OM Nl EXPLOSIVES CO., PO Box 17082, Memphis, TN 
38187or send SASE for more information. We comply with Federal Regula- 
tions. (129) _ 

MOONSHINE — A historical and instructional text with illustrations. Send 
$5. to: Polygon SF, 64 Arnold Ave., West Babylon, NY 11704. (129) 

MUSSOLINI’S 15 RULES FOR SUCCESS AND POWER. $3~to Flamingo 
Press, PO Box 816, New Haven, CT 06504, (131) _ 

FORT BRAGG~ NORTH CAROLINA ADDRESS. Confidential remailing 
service. Owner retired VN vet. Details: JOLOR-1, POB 70422, Fort Bragg, 
NC 28307. (129) 

IS IT TRUE YOU CAN BUY JEEPS FOR $44 through the U.S. Govem- 
ment? Get the facts todayl Call 1-312-742-1142 Ext. 331-A. (130) 

MILITARY ELECTRONICS. AN/PRC-25 $300. AN/PRC-47 $275. Acces¬ 
sories, parts and batteries available. Free price list. Terry Thompson, Box 
935, Dania, FL 33004. (128) 



GREATEST SALE EVER 

Comes with full lifetime warranty, this Rambo style survival knife is 
hand made by Saburo. 

Diamond edge tempered from 440-X stainless steel, comes with 
genuine leather sheath leg ties and sharpening stone. 

Hollow die-cast handle has enough room for survival gear and has 
built-in compass. 

Total length 143V', blade length 9". Each knife is individually 
numbered, and comes with certificate of authenticity. 
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED OR YOUR MONEY BACK. 
REGULARLY $150.00 NOW ONLY $44.95 PLUS $3.00 DELIVERY. 

THUNDERBOLT KNIFE SALES 

BOX 1222, DEPT. SOF • ANDREWS, TEXAS 79714-1222 


LATEST MODEL 6 SHOT 

ITALIAN AUTOMATIC TEAR GAS GUN 


ONLY 


$9p?$TPAID 



Fires 22 cal. tear 

S as or blank ammo. 

olid metal. 6 shot, clip" - 
fed. Rapid firing. With in¬ 
structions. 

For self-protection, theatre, dog 
training, sports. Purchaser must 
be over 21. Money back guarantee. 

WESTBURY SALES CO. 

\^Dept. TA-6-SF, 156 Post Avenue, Westbury, New York 11590 J 


INVESTIGATING TRAINING PROGRAMS AND NEWSLETTER: Exciting 
training courses with certificate of completion. Catalog and sample copy of 
insider's newsletter, The Private Investigator's Connection $2. National 
Association Of Investigative Specialists, Box 33244-SF, Austin, TX 78764. 

( 128 ) _ 

AHA PRODUCTS, 24 Hour Order Line 1-303-450-6468. (128) 

GOLD PROSPECTING — Properties in nine states. Join our Recreational 
Prospecting Club. Free brochure. Western Gold Adventure, PO Box 68573, 
Seattle, WA 98168. (128) _ 

B.D.U.8 Military specs. Woodland, grey shadow, tiger stripe, S.W.A.T. 
black, plain grey. Shirt or pants $26. each. No postage. Waist 27 to 39. 
Chest 43 to 46. U.S. check or money order. U.A., 403 N. Commercial Circle, 
Warner Robins, GA 31093.(128) _ 

UNDERWATER DEMOLITION TEAM JACKETS From an X-UDT mem¬ 
ber. Send SASE for details. ARB FROG, PO Box 156, Tupman, CA 93276. 
(128)_____ 

RUSSIAN INSIGNIA Cap Badge $10., Officer’s Cap Badge $15. Para¬ 
trooper Badge $17., Military Police Badge $21., Pilot's Wings $21., Guards 
Unit Badge $22., Belt & Buckles $62., Complete Listing & Color Photo $1. 
A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. (120) 


SURVEILLANCE 

Investigative and security aids, optical equip¬ 
ment, executive protection, communications 
and countermeasures. 

Send $2.00 to the Surveillance Specialists - 
Sherwood Communications Assoc.. Ltd. 
P.O. Box 535 S Southampton, PA 18966 
(215) 357-9065 


MILITARY SURPLUS 

Genuine U.S. Military clothing and equipment, 
manuals, uniform devices and much more. 

To receive catalog, in U.S., send self-addressed 
stamped (39 cent) envelope, outside U.S. $2.00. 
J.R. SALES CO. 

P.O. BOX 4253F 
LANCASTER, CA 93539-4253 


LC-1 ALICE PACKS, Current issue Medium Pack with Straps $42. LC-1 
Pack with Frame and Straps $70. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. 
(128)_ 

MILITARY BOOKS A. Combat in Russian Forests. 48 Pages. Tactical 
Principles of combat in the swamps of Russia. Only $3. B. IMAGES OF A 
LENGTHY WAR. 237 Pages Illustrations. Historic vivid photos of Army in 
Vietnam. Many Color and Black & White pictures. $26. C. THE ARMY IN 
VIETNAM. 391 Pages Illustrations. First of several volumes in the official 
history of the Army in Nam covering years 1941 to 1960. $18. D. THE 
MARINES IN VIETNAM. 385 Pages Illustrations. It deals with topics as 
aviation, logistics, base support during the years of the war. $34. E. AIRMO- 
BILITY IN VIETNAM. 310 Pages Illustrations. Airmobile Tactics of Amy in 
Vietnam in the years 1961-1971. $12. F. THE NAVY AND THE VIETNAM 
CONFLICT. 607 Pages Illustrations. Operations of American and South 
Vietnamese forces in Laos and North Vietnam. $34. PLEASE ADD$2. FOR 
POSTAGE AND HANDLING. MA1LOMATIC SHOPS, INC., PO Box 1495, 
Port Washington, NY 11050. (128) 



1 

MILITARY MEDALS 

WORLD WAR II * KOREA * VIETNAM 




Full Size U.S. and Vietnamese Medals. Ribbons. 

Badges. Fine Display Cases, Miniature Medals, 

Personal Service. Display the valuable Medals 

awarded yo u or your family. Guaranteed! 

° FREE CATALOG! o fTT 


WRITE TODAY! ► MEDALS, BOX 16279SF 

FT HARRISON P.O. INDIANAPOLIS, IN 46216-9998 
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mater (Balloon"** 
(Hand Catapult 



*$1.00 W> 

♦ CASH W 
*FOR A V 
♦BROCHURE 


-COURSES- 

* COMMANDO-7 DAYS 

* SURVIVAL* 5 DAYS 
Yr SNIPER-5 DAYS 

* SAS - 30 DAYS 

BRI6ADE SECURITY FORCES 

PO BOX 1237 DEPT SOF 
MOORESVJLLE NC 28115 USA 


NEWTON, N.J. 07860 

JUNGLE HAMMOCK 

K>_i39 Jfl 


please add 2Sfi postage per order 

Water balloon hand catapult.19.95 

Buy two for.35.00 

4 inch water balloons per gross.10.90 

OR. Build your own for less 

Easy instructions plus 

power thrusters for making two catapults.8.00 

Will Send C.O.D. 702,361-8341 

Ron Sinclair 279 I. Warn Sprints R4. Las Vtcas, Hi. <9123 


ATTENTION, ATTENTION, ATTENTION, Some of the hottest collectables 
and investments of the century are; ultra rare German WWI1 paraphernalia: 
muHipidty paged illustrated catalogs, listing hundreds of medals, daggers, 
accoutrements; with inspection and money back guarantee; lay-a-way, 
hold, trade-in, co-signment orders welcomed; yearly subscription $10: sam¬ 
ple $3. and SASE. S.J.EX.CO.LTD., PO Box 3443, Scottsdale, AZ 85257. 

(128)_ 

SMOKE GENERATING DEVICES (Candles, Bombs, Pots, Grenades) - 
Largest, most complete selection of new smoke products. Send $2. (refund¬ 
able with order) for catalogue of these and much more! Signus, Box 33712- 
WT, Phoenix, AZ 85067. (128) 


TELEPHONE LISTENING DEVICE 


Record telephone conversations in your otlice or 
GSSrt home Connects between any cassette or tape 

recorder and your telephone fine. Starts auto- 
matically when phone is answered. Records both 
sides 0 t conversation Stops recorder when 
sizt leu. in. phone is hung up. 


$ 19.95 


EACH Oly DISC Aval 



K Super Powerful 

FM TRANSMITTER 

Many times more powerful than other transmitters. 
Transmits up to mile to any FM rado -Easy to 
Assemble Kit - up to 9V battery (not met.) 

For catalog of Transmitters, Voce Scramblers and 
other specialty items, enclose $2 00 to USI Corp 
Cell 305-725-1000 or send $19.95 + SI .00 
shipping per itim to: USI Corp., PO Box 
SF -2062, Melbourne, FL 32902 COD'* OK. 


LEATHER BULLWHIPS. Will "crack” like a rifle! Wide price range. Best 
prices! Are guaranteed. Send for free details. LEATHER SLIPPLY OUT- 
LET, 425 Ninth Ave., St. Albans, WV 25177. (128) _ 

FRENCH FOREIGN LEGION CAMOUFLAGE, Current F-1 Suit in 
"LIZARD" Pattern Camo, New $68. Suit, Matching Cap $15. A.H.A., Box 
21606, Denver, CO 80221. MasterCard & VISA Accepted! (128) 

JACKSONVILLE FLORIDA REMAILS, confidential, $1 per each stamped 
envelope. 6 for $5. JUNIOR, PO Box 3037, Jacksonville, FL 32206. (128) 

"THE JOY OF REVENGE" Ms. Nasty’s unique get even bookT$4.95^ 
MBC, Box 2264{E8), Peoria, AZ 85345. (128) 


DIK1Q PATf*HF < % _ FL AGS 


600+ MILITARY DESIGNS 

FREE 24 Page ILIUS. CATALOG 
WE DO CUSTOM WORK 
Deoler Inquires Welcome 

HOOVER’S MFG. CO. 

4015SF PROGRESS 8LVD. 

PERU, IL 61354 

(815) 223-1159 , Ask For David 


"MILITARY PUBLICATIONS International Directory”. Unique! Helps you 
contact worldwide 600 specialist war journals—weaponry/militaria/histor- 
fcaVcollectors/regimental. $10. Sidney Allinson, 24 Ravencliff, Suite 1100, 
Scaiborough, Ont, Canada MIT 1R8. (133) 




BUSHPILOT WINGS 

BADGE QUALITY — CORROSION FREE RHODIUM 
SEND $6 95 TO: BUSHPILOT 


P.O. BOX 541384 


DALLAS, TX 75354-1384 






m 
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$$$ WANTED — HELICOPTER SALVAGE and Turbine Engines. Any 
location. Write: DC Helicopters, RD#1, Cohocton, NY 14826. (716) 384- 
5333. Fax 716-384-5080. (128) 


WATER BALLOON SUNGSHOT! Amazing 3-man slingshot shoots bal¬ 
loons over 130 yards at 240 MPH! Awesome Power! $29.95 postpaid. 
Satisfaction Guaranteed. LOONAR, Box 397-02, Humboldt, IA 50548. 

( 120 )_ 

BUY LAWN MOWER PARTS WHOLESALE. Send $2. for catalog. DOU¬ 
BLE your money BACK with first purchase. PO Box 15446, Ft. Wayne, IN 
46885. (128) 


RANGER, AIRBORNE, BODYGUARD TRAINING. Catalog and informa¬ 
tion $5. ($7. foreign). USTC, 2020 N. Broadway, Suite 103, Santa Ana, CA 
92706. (132) 


THE GOOSE FARM If there is a need to keep your private life ‘private’, that 
ipourbusiness, our only business. Mail, code, complete. Merc, and Vietnam 
vets, Vfe on all services. We are the Goose Farm, PO Box 1213, Mount 
Pleasant, TX 75455. (134) _ 

JOBS, CRUISESHIPS, TUGS, SHIPS, RIVERBOATS, OILRIGS: 
Women-Men. Work month-Home month. USA + Overseas. Information 
$3. Marine Employment, Box 242, Central, IN 47110. (132) 


UNUSUAL BOOKS 1 


OVER 500 TIRES-ALL AT DISCOUNT PRICES! 

MANY AVAILABLE NOWHERE ELSE 

PRIVACY • UNDERGROUND BUSINESS • NEW IDENTITY 
BLACK MARKET • LEGAL SELF-HELP • SURVEILANCE 
SURVIVAL • DISGUISE ■ CRIME • REVENGE • CHEMISTRY 
EXOTIC WEAPONS • FIREWORKS ■ LOCATING PERSONS 
— PLUS MANY OTHER CONTROVERSIAL SUBJECTS — DISCOUNTED' — 

HUGE 80 PAGE DISCOUNT CATALOG—$1 lRet J 


ANVIL Box 640383 El Paso, TX 79904 


PROTECT YOURSELF! .22 cal. 8 shot revolver. Swing out cylinder for fast 
loading. Metal construction. Fires .22 cal. blanks and tear gas. Free holster. 
Must be 21 to order. $12.95 plus $2. shipping. Midwest Wholesale Distribu¬ 
tors, Inc., PO Box 426, Dept. SFC-1, South Haven, Ml 49090. (129) 

SURVIVAUSTS, HUNTERS, CAMPERS MRES ( meal, ready to eat) 
military overruns in stock: meats, vegetables, desserts, tray packs. 10 year 
storage life. Good Food, Good Prices. Complete info and list $1.812-876- 
2171. Western Survival, PO Box 48, Spencer, IN 47460. (129) 


"MOST DANGEROUS BOOK EVER PUBUSHED - NBC, CAN YOU - 
duplicate CIA tricks; save on surveillance gear; listen thru walls; see in the 
dark; get unlisted phone numbers, credit/personaJ records; chemically read 
thru envelopes; etc? HOW TO GET ANYTHING ON ANYBODY, 264 
pages, 8^11, $33. postpaid. CEP, INCORPORATED, PO Box 865- 
8AQK, Boulder, CO 80306, (303) 443-2294. (129) 

W.W. M COLLECTORS IlllHfUMIlllllMBiggl 

‘ Hals-Badges Medals ol all Nations. 

/JjflHfc U.S. Officer's Cap (new from 

i f ' .original U.S. maker), tan with 

X . brown leather visor, chin strap 

. . *' and U S. Eagle pin. State size S 

fit* M, or Lg.S58.00 

We pay postage. Our 224 page 
w* fully Illustrated catalog $3.00 

i j (FREE with order). 

W.W. #2 Ltd., Box 2063-F, St. Louis, MO 63158 

REMAILING: West Germany. $2. includes postage. Confidential forward¬ 
ing, receiving, holding. Brochure $1. TWG, Postfach 1151, 6460-M Gel- 
nhausen, West Germany. (130) 

LEARN GOLD, Silver, Platinum scrap recycling business. $75,000 year 
possible. Spare time. Easy! Free information: Recycling, Box 11216SF, 
Reno, NV 89510-1216.(128) _ 

MIL TECH VIDEO. Weapons, ammunition, vehicles, aircraft, development, 
use, history, elite units, survival, tactics. WORLDWIDE, SASE - LIST. CSA- 
V, ROCKVILLE, MD 20850 - 4253. (129) _ 

BRITISH MIUTARIA, Authentic collectibles from the 18QQ’s through WWII, 
Royal Air Fores, Royal Navy, Royal Marines, Parachute Regiment, S.A.S. 
Insignia, Headwear, Badges, Uniforms, Medals, Boer War Helmets, Etc. 
Send $3. for catalog, $12. overseas. British Collectibles Ltd., Dept. A, 2113 
Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica, CA 90403. (136) _ 

MAJ. ROBERT ROGERS - the ORIGINAL COMMANDO? Learn the 
secrets of ROGERS' RANGERS. Reprint of Standing Orders circa 1759. 
Typeset in Old English on 11x17 simulated parchment heavy stock. Suit¬ 
able for framing. Great conversation piece! Get one for your office or den. 
Only $4.98. GB PUTZ, PO Box 802, Dept. SOF, Bountiful, UT 84010. (128) 


WIN $1,000’S 

AT ANY RACETRACK 
Revealing new system at all 
racetracks in U.S.A. and Canada 
Check your choice, send ad with order: 
□ Horses Q Dogs □ Harness 
$5.00 each from: MORGAN, 

P.O.B. 1261, So. Pasadena, CA 91030 


pay 

& POSTAGE ” en l , . . 

We have not seen a hammock of this good quality in a 
long time. This Hammock is a copy of the Hammock used 
in WWII and Vietnam. It is a combination insect proof 
hammock .or stake it as a tent. Full length canopy keeps 

you dry and the nylon netting keeps those flying and 
crawtinq insects off of you.__ 


Cashiers check money order personal checks p r Visa & Masier Card 
qiadiyaccepteo NOCODs Anmerchand>seis i00 6 oguaranteed 
Residents ol Alaska Hawaii and Puerto Rico add 5% lor smpp.ng_ 


FOREIGN CAMOUFLAGE, Smart looking Brazilian uniform: Jacket, trous¬ 
ers, cap $70. Spanish uniform: shirt, trousers $55. All new unissued. Other 
types available. State size, add shipping, or C.O.D. Phone 812-876-2171. 
Western Survival, PO Box 48, Spencer, IN 47460. (128) _ 

SELF DEFENSE AND STREET FIGHTING, proven methods, written by a 
former Viet Nam vet, Police Officer, Narcotics Agent, Bounty Hunter and 
Body guard of notables. $4. includes postage. Send lo MICHAEL’S DE- 
S1GNS, 1973 N. Nellis #219, Las Vegas, NV 89115. (129) _ 

"THE CONFEDERACY STILL LIVES!” Honor the brave men who fought 
with General Robert E. Lee’s forces, with a striking likeness of an Honorable 
Discharge from the Confederate cavalry. Their memory will live forever with 
this beautiful keepsake. Recognition for the valiant families who 
courageously defended the values of the South. Ample name space on 
contemporary 8^x11 parchment. $5 postpaid. Military Graphics Ltd., 
Dept. 2 Box 582, Woburn. MA 01801. (128) 


FREEDOM COUNTRY 



20 BIG acres in WESTERN MONTANA, starting at $9850 
... $500 down, $97/month. Trout fishing, backpacking, 
camping. Elk, deer, moose, bear. ADJACENT to National 
Forests, near established towns. Yellowstone and Glacier 
National Parks nearby. GUARANTEED ACCESS, INSURED 
TITLE, WARRANTY DEED. FREE color brochure, photos, 

ma P s ' -FULL MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE- 
CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-592-5990. 
TREASURE STATE RANCHES 

210 Milwaukee Street, Dept.S 
Deer Lodge, Montana 59722 - (406) 846-1000. 


WWII RELICS! Cheaper than Globe, WWII Ltd., Collector's Armory! Flags, 
daggers, medals, insignia, helmets. Illustrated catalog, $5. (refundable). 
RELICS, Box 261 -D, Cambridge, MN 55008. (129) _ 

BECOME A GUN DEALER! Professionally prepared Firearms Dealer KH 
includes Official Forms, covers Licensing, Purchasing, Records, — Every¬ 
thing! List Hundreds of top wholesalers. GUARANTEED! $4.95. BUSI¬ 
NESS CONSULTANTS, PO Box 1232-SOF, Uniontown, PA 15401. (120) 


ARREST Violators! 



mi 


Wear theBadge of, a 

DETECTIVE 


NO PREVIOUS TRAINING NEEDED 


• Your spirit of adventure, danger, and 
self reliance can lead you to an excit¬ 
ing career opportunity. Solve myster- 
tivj * es » bring criminals to justice, protect 
the innocent. Experts guide you every 

rnmoucuT^^ ste P of the Way Men and women 
EQUIPMENT needed to work in challenging sitiiA- 

SanreJlIaacoEqiiiMnoHi. tions, withstanding hardships, 

JkrittcjM fiiopkonoi'lii make on the spot decisions. 

Pfffg Uant the latest investiga- 

M* j£U.m.y Im uf dve techniques using special 
Mwmm—P toi Mock, f/M Hb enforcement equipment 
Beck Mart [> 2J . . the same equipment 

used by the FBI, the CIA, and the Secret Service. Start your 
own investigative agency. Save up to 25% and more on all 
equipment. Send for free details. 

Approved by Calif. Dept . of Public Instruct. 

r THE ROUSE SCHOOL of Special Detective Training - 

a DEPT. SF805, P.O. Box 25750, Santa Ana, CA 92799 ] 

* Rush me your "Detective" Career Ktt—Ho matnuman will call. ■ 




















NOTICE TO READERS 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine is 
a magazine of national and interna¬ 
tional distribution. There may be 
products for which sale, possession 
or interstate transportation may be 
restricted, prohibited or subject to 
special licensing requirements in 
your state. Purchasers should con¬ 
sult the local law enforcement au¬ 
thorities in their area. 


BECOME A COLONEL in the Confederate Air Force! Numbered Certifi¬ 
cate suitable for framing, $5. Sunshine Associates, Box 1174, Wllliamston, 
NC 27892. (130) _ 

RANDALLS, Blackie Coilins, Buck Customs, Al Mar, Gerber, Buck, Pacific, 
Victorinox, Case, Puma, Kershaw, Western, Kabar, Explorer, Aitor, Ben¬ 
chmark, Lakota, Cold Steel, A.G. Russell, Browning, Frost, Parker, Taylor, 
Leatherman, Remington, Spyderco, Wyoming, Eye Brand, DMT, Lansky, 
Catalog $2, CAROLINA CUTLERY, PO Box 12819 SOF, Winston-Salem, 
NC 27117, (137) _ 

FOR SALE — MILITARIA, Head gear, edged weapons, accoutrements, 
military books & records & tapes, etc. Send .500 for latest lists to: Globe 
Mifrtaria Inc., RFD1 - Box 269, Keene, NH 03431. (128) _ 

LONG RANGE HIGH TECH hand carried rifle and integrated range finder- 
scope. Max. range 8,000+ yd. $60,000 ea. For information write: H+H 
Enterprise, PO Box 2693, Santa Clara, CA 95051. (129) 


LEATHER 

BACKPACK 



ONLY 

$20 50 


HISTORIC EXPLORERS of America 
required backpacks that were tough! 
Now YOU can enjoy the richness 
(smell that leather) and durability of 
soft, 100% leather In this modern ver¬ 
sion of the famous trail pack of 
yesteryear. Rich golden color. All 
chrome hardware. Roomy 14"x17"x5” 
cargo compartment plus 3 handy ex¬ 
pandable oulstde pockets. 2“ wide ad¬ 
justable shoulder straps. Offers 1.000 
uses for any ourdoorsman and a touch 
of class for those "tong hours on the 
trail." Send S29.50 +■ $2.90 delivery. 
Use 30 days, money back if not 
pleased. MasterCard & Visa accepted 
(phone 312-445-6166). C.O.D. require 



15. deposit Order today! Midwest Company, Dept. L-4211,9043 S. Western 
Ave., Chicago, ILL 60620. Special 2 packs for S59 prepaid. Our 50th year. 


BONUS: ORDER NOW 
RECEIVE A COMPASS FREE 


THE STURM, RUGER10/22 RIFLE AND .44 MAGNUM CARBINE - by 

Duncan Long. Noted firearms author offers specs, troubleshooting, ammo 
and accessories. 5softcover, photos, illus., 180pp. Send $13. ppd 
to: PALADIN PRESS, PO Box 1307-8DQK, Boulder, CO 80306. (303) 
443-7250. (128) __ 

WWil GERMAN MILITARIA: Insignia, flags, medals, uniforms, daggers, 
camouflage, books. World's biggest catalog, $2. KRUPPER, Box 177SF, 
Syracuse, NY 13208. (137) _ 

FLORIDA REMAJLS $1. Also private Mail Forwarding, Telephone Mes¬ 
sage Service. General Secretarial Services, Box 11194, Jacksonville, FL 
32239. (904) 723-3211. (128) _ 

THE INTELLIGENCE LIBRARY — Many unusual, informative books on 
Electronic Surveillance, Weapons, Investigations, Unusual Technologies, 
Documents, etc. Free Brochures: MENTOR, Dept. G-2, Drawer 1549, 
Asbury Park, NJ 07712. (130)_ 


AUTHENTIC SOVIET PARATROOPER’S UNIFORM All badges and 
many extras, complete. Collectors make offer: Linny Blumer, 88 Roundhill 
Road, Northampton, MA 01060. (128) _ 

BUGGED???-WIRETAPPED??? -Wiretap detector only $69. Com¬ 
plete Video Catalog of the most effective electronic countermeasure equip¬ 
ment available, only $25, refundable. Privacy Electronics, Inc. 1-800-346- 
6871, in R. 1-800-225-4634. (128) _ 

“YOUR PRIVACY IS OUR BUSINESS” Complete remailing service, 
forwarding, holding and more. We have expanded our services to give our 
customers EXTRA SERVICE and meet special requests. Privacy Assured. 
M.L Associates, PO Box 586, Attalla, AL 35954 - 586. (128) _ 

ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE EQUIPMENT Crystal-controlled trans¬ 
mitters, trackers, recorders, nightvision and countermeasures... “Virtually 
Unobtainable Elsewherel" Professional's catalog $20., refundable. Gener¬ 
al catalog $2. Send orders: Mlcrotron®, 42-38th Street, Wheeling, WV 
26003. (133) 
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Add $2-25 ' |2 7 ”MAGNUM Zap(75 I1J 1-pc $8.97 
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International 
Military Supply 

Current Gov. Issue 

Camouflage 
B.D.U.s 

Made of 

100% Rip Stop Cotton 

$ 26.95 Piece 

ADD $4.95 shipping 

To Order: 

Call 

1-800-247-4541 
GA. call collect 
(404) 689-3455 
or write: 



Catalog $2.00 
Refundable with order 

[jflpj 


RANGER JOE’S 

P.O. Box 2568 
Columbus, GA 31902 


SMOKE GENERATING DEVICES (Candles, Bombs, Pots, Grenades) - 
Largest, most complete selection of new smoke products. Send $2. (refund¬ 
able with order) for catalog of these and much more! Signus, Box 33712- 
WU, Phoenix, AZ 85067. (128) 

RHODESIAN/SOUTH AFRICAN WAR BOOKS, unobtainable USA. 
Write: Galago Publishing, PO Box404,Alber1on 1450, South Africa, catalog 

$1- (131) _ 

COLOR PHOTOS 8x10. Picture’s of beautiful young women with uzi and 
other weapons sum nud. Catalog $1. Leroy Ellis, 2130 Ouray Ave., Grand 
Junction, CO 81501. (130) _ 

GREAT MAPS. You should see these Army, Navy, Tactical and intelli¬ 
gence topographies. Catalog $3. (refundable)! Allied, Drawer 5070(FO), 
Glendale, AZ 85312. (128) _ 

CONQUER BATTLE FATIGUEI STOP BLEEDING FAST! Martial Arts 
battle prescriptions. Increase stamina, stop heat stroke, interna), external 
bleeding from gunshot, knife, falls. Hunters, hikers, military. They can save 
your life. Free Information. Call 619-692-0103. Write: SURVIVAL HERBS, 
PO Box 882145, San Diego, CA 92108. (128) _ 

VIETNAM MAPS SALE. Patrol quadst tacticals! Send SASE for free index 
and agent orange/firebase map. Allied, Drawer 5070(FP), Glendale, AZ 
85312. (128) _ 

GET VISA/MASTERCARD EASILYI Guaranteed! Quick personal loans! 
Refused elsewhere? Try us. N.F.S., Box 35882-SD, Richmond, VA 23235. 
Act today! (128) 

SKS, AK47 or AKM maintenance manuals $5.95 each. SKS, AK47 or AKM 
technical manuals $6.95 each. SKS or AK47 training posters $9. Allied, 
Drawer 5070(FV), Glendale, AZ 85312. (128) 


DISCOUNT AMMUNITION & ACCESSORIES. Free catalog - send 

printed name, address and this statement: "My date of birth is_and 

there are no local, state or federal restrictions prohibiting me from purchas¬ 
ing ammunition. Signed_”. Atlanta Discount Ammo, Dept. M, 

Box 627, Norcross, GA 30091. (131) 

THE SHIRT FOR THOSE WHO LIVE ON THE EDGE! Survivor the 
Pitbuir Sic’em Pitbull sweatshirts. (S,M,L,XL) $21 + $3 S&H. NY resi¬ 
dents add tax. O’Brien, Box 1404, North Massapequa, NY 11758. (130) 


• Guerilla Training-‘-Survival Medicine 
- • Seminars ^ 

ALL TRAINING GIVEN BY GREEN BERETS 

BASE OPERATION SCHOOL 

“Knowledge Is Coiijnge " 


P.O. BOX 8904 DUTCH VERSCHOOR 

MESA, AZ 85204 892-0151 


GENUINE MILITARY ID DOG TAGS! Double set w/chain and silencers. 
SPECIAL $5. each set. 5 lines, maximum 15 characters each line. Send 
check or money order with your tag information to: Jefferson’s ALLIED 
SURPLUS, DEPARTMENT SFDT, 5618 Jefferson, New Orleans, LA 
70123. 10 DAY DELIVERY! (129)_ 


U-BOAT CAPTAIN'S CAP 

.White top Gold insignia and vtsor braid 
Leather chin strap State size wanted S8900 

inights Cross with its 17” neck ribbon 
arid oak leaf with swords $21.00 
We pay postage Our 224 page fully illustrated 
catalog S3.00 (FREE with order) 

W.WT #2 Ltd.. Box 2063 "F, St. Louis, MO 63158 



NAZI SILVER! Silver (.927 fine) bars bearing old Nazi embleml Three for 
$35. ($12.95 apiece). Catalog, $5. (refundable). SBI, Box 261-DN, Cam- 
bridge, MN 55008. (129) _ 

DOG TAGS. Set of 2 tags, long and short chain. 5 fifteen space lines. $5. 
set. No extra charge for printing or shipping. Hill, 2908 Elm Hill, Nashville, 
TN 37214. (129) _ 

ARMY SURPLUS ILLUSTRATED CATALOG! Genuine Gl Field Jackets, 
liners, BDU sets, Manuals, Sleeping Bags, and tons of Military and Outdoor 
Products. Send $1 (refunded with order). Jefferson’s ALLIED ARMY SUR¬ 
PLUS, 5618 Jefferson, New Orleans, LA 70123. (129) 


NEW! Th£ MERCENARY™ 


CAPS, with military insignias of elite fighting forces. Send SASE for 
illustrated folders. A&D Products, Box 286-SO58, Belair, MD 21014. (128) 

STRANGE STUFF: Plans, kits, complete items. Laser eavesdropping, 
hidden weapons, bugging and countermeasure sources, adult toys. In¬ 
formation photo package send $3., refundable. Dirijo Corporation, Box 
212-S, Lowell, NC 28098. Additional information 704-868-3408. (130) 


COMMISSIONED RANK in Security-Detective Association. Training 
Courses, Diplomas, Custom Badges, more. $1. (refundable). Box 6303, 
Corpus Christi, TX 78411. (129) _ 

VIETNAM "SPECIAL OPERATIONS" TIGERSTRIPE, Uniforms as worn 
in the movie "THE GREEN BERETS" & Vietnam in 1968, Suit $70., Short 
Brim Boonie Hat $15. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. MasterCard & 
VISA Accepted! (128) _ 

RANDALL KNIVES CUSTOM KNIVES Immediate delivery No 
waiting! NORDIC KNIVES has about 300 in stock at all times. Glossy color 
photos of the knives are included with our lists. List prices are $2. for 
RANDALL; $3. for CUSTOM, or both for $4. We are Honorary members of 
the Knifemaker’s Guild and amajor dealer for RANDALL MADE KNIVES. 
Address: NORDIC KNIVES, 1634C-4 Copenhagen Dr., Solvang, CA 
93463. Phone (805) 688-3612. (133) _ 

MILITARY MEMORABILIA: Hat tacks, buckles, patches, etc. 100’s of 

items send $1. (refundable) for 15 page fully Illustrated catalog to: FAB IV 

PRODUCTIONS, 202 North Ave., Suite 112 GH, Grand Junction, CO 

81501. (130) 


U.S. GRENADES, Mk2 "Pineapple’’, M33 “Baseball" & M26 “Lemon" Only 

$8.50 eac. Inert but Moving Parts & Correct Color. A.H.A., Box 21606, 

Denver, CO 80221. (128) _ 

EAST GERMAN “Ausweis" border pass in Russian-German with red 

soviet seal. Unissued, room for photo. $6. Other documents available. D. 
Ewing, Box 993, Montpelier, VT 05602. (128) 


VIETNAM COLLECTOR? Veteran? Patches, books, Dl pins, T-shirts. 
New: Grenada, Lebanon tributes. Catalog $1. SATCONG, Box 177VF, 
Syracuse, NY 13208. (138)_ 


HIGHLY DETAILED 
COLORED BUCKLES , 

$9.00 ea. 

(fits 11/2" to 1^4 belts) 

Add $1.75 Postage & Ins. 

PA residents add 6% sales tax. 


1J4" Sculpted belt, 

antique brown (genuine leather), 

$12.50 each 

Please give waist size- 



"Wont By 
Adventurer’s 
6 

Bodyguards 

Worldwide” 

THICK 
PRISONER 
RESTRAINT 
STRAPS 


SHOULDER HOLSTER 

For COLT. 45 
BROWNING Hi-Power 
BERETTA 92 A 84, SIG P220 
P226 A ALL SAW AUTOS 

L (Specify Gun Model) 

COMBAT 
SURVIVAL 
• CONCEALMENT 

COLOR CATALOG 
$3.00 
4 It)« WEEK 
DELIVERY 
• NO HASSLES 

THICK. TOUGH •" DMUrS 

All LEATHER 
HOLSTER A HARNESS 

• Cocked A Locked or 
Hammer Down Carry w/ 

Anti-Grab Thumbsnap 

• Carries TOUR GUN A 
KNIFE Over Camo Gear 

Or Under A Tux. A TRUE URBAN, DESERT, 

FOREST or TROPICAL SURVIVAL RIG. 

Lined In Glove Leather . <t OQ QC 

Available In Ruddy-Brown "IL S&H 

color or Ntte-Biack- Foto.gnAdd25<¥c 0 eale re Sen d 

Lett-Hand Shooters— NO EXT RA CHARGF FFL Plus $3.00 

CATTLE BARON LEATHER CO. 

P.O. Box 100724 Dept SOF-6 

SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 7B201 




INSTANTLY 



Send Check, M.O., 
VISA OR MC TO: 


Beware of Cheap.I mil at ions j 
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Italian Stilettos 



Made in 


9" only $12.95 

Postpaid 


13" 

$ 21.00 

Postpaid 




Dealer inquiries 
invited 


Quality made stilettos. 
Beautiful mirror polished steel 
blades, Positive front lock, 
Rear release, Black or white 
handles on 9" only. 


Must be 18 to order. Check local laws 
before ordering. Mich. res. add sales tax. 


Midwest Wholesale Distributors Inc. 

P.0. Box 426 Dept. SFD-6 
South Haven, Ml 49090 


BUMPER STICKERS - “I LOVE MY COUNTRY, BUT I FEAR MY 
GOVERNMENT” "FREEDOM ISN'T FREE”, "IRS, AMERICA’S 
THOUGHT POLICE”, $2. each, 3 for $5. Individual Concepts, PO Box 
40486, Redford, Ml 48240. (128) __ 

DEFEAT ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE! CountermeasuresforGovern- 
mentand Private Sectors. Equipment catalog $20., refundable. Holtkamp 
Engineering, Box 22, Bridgeport, OH 43912. (133) 

MOONSHINE — A historical and instructional text with illustrations. Send 
$5. to: Polygon SF, 64 Arnold Ave., West Babylon, NY 11704. (128) 

STATE PISTOL LAWS, regulations all states and Federal Gun Laws, both 
$5. Police catalog $2. Schlessinger, PO Box 882, New York, NY 10150. 
(128) 


1NTRIQUE PUBLICATIONS 

SURVIVAL • DISGUISE • PRIVACY 
LEGAL SELF HELP • UNDERGROUND BUSINESS 
NEW IDENTITY • NEW WAYS OF FIGHTING BACK 
THESE AND MANY MORE CONTROVERSIAL 
SUBJECTS AVAILABLE 

HUGE 64-Pg DISCOUNT CATALOG — $1.00 (ref.) 

INTRIQUE • 1008X Tenth St. Sacramento, CA 95814 


RARE WARTIME POSTERS! Hitler, two Jima, Churchill, tanks, warplanes, 
battleships, old recruiting posters. British war posters, Custer’s last stand, 
100’s more in stock! Delicious pinups: blondes, brunettes with dangerous 
curves! Many other topics also. Low prices. $1 for catalogs. Liberty Poster 
Co. #112F, Box 268559, Chicago, IL 60626-8559. Act now, soldior! (128) 

YURIKA FOODS The unfrozen dinner. Gourmet retorts and much more. 
Prepare in five minutes. Great survival food (fresh, not dehydrated). Ftve 
year shelf life. Become a distributor; buy wholesale. Information: Steven 
Chabotte, 41 Ivemess, Middletown, CT 06457. (129) _ 

ALASKAN FISHING JOBS. BIG MONEY. EXCITEMENT. Send $3. (re- 
fundable) to; J.C. Thompson, 2508 Fifth Ave., #121-S, Seattle, WA 98121. 
(128) 


FREE CATALOG 


• Espionage & controversial political collectibles. 

• Military art prints & collector books. 

• Quality military collectibles. 

• Historical military art limited editions. 

HISTORICAL MILITARY ART AND COLLECTIBLES 
P.O. Box 1806 S f Lafayette, CA 94549 
Phone 24 hours: (415) 283-1771 


$3. GETS 1,000 ITEM FULLY ILLUSTRATED Military Surplus Catalog, 
deduct $3.—first order. New-used military surplus, clothing, camping gear, 
survival gear, war games supplies. OLD SARGE P.X., 4344 Archer Ave., 
Dept. 171-9, Chicago. IL 60632. (132) _ 

"AFGHAN Freedom Fighters” T-shirt. White with blue design. Sizes S, 
M, L XL—$9.95. XXL—$10.95. Add $1.75 postage and handling for first 
t-shirt, $.75 for each additional shirt. Credit Card orders call toll free 1-800- 
323-1776; Opr. 131 OR send check/money order to: SOF EXCHANGE, PO 
Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306. Please allow 4-6 weeks for order. (129) 


€DINBURGH MILITARY TATTOO 


on Video for the first time 


75 minutes of pogeontry, precision formotion monching ond -militory 
ceremonial splendor. 


BRITISH RCGAUR IMPORTS 

Deportment 6 

RO. Box 50473, • Noshville. TN 37205 


$ 39.95 


VHS 

ONLY 


WORLD WAR II VETERANS. Sell me your Ger¬ 
man War Booty for absolutely top dollar. My specific 
interest is edged weapons (dress swords, daggers and 
bayonets), but would consider other quality items. 
Write LTC (RET.) THOMAS JOHNSON, P.O. Box 
7152, Alexandria, VA 22307, or call toll-free 1-800- 
851-2665. 


AIR GUNS, KNIVES, SPORTING GOODS, Oriental weapons, military 
surplus, guaranteed low prices, $1. The Angry Moose, 275 Fairfax Ave., 

Ventura, CA 93003. (128) _ 

HUNTSMEN KNIFE, Beautiful rosewood handle, 6 Vf 2 " 420mm steel blade 
Scabbard & a TEN YEAR GUARANTEE, For picture send one self addres¬ 
sed stamped envelope & $1. to: SHEPHERD’S MAIL ORDER, 4007 E. 
Holland, Fresno, CA 93726. (128) _ 

PRIVATE INVESTIGATION home study course. Get started in a high 
paying career. Free information. CENTRAL INVESTIGATION, Box 1894A, 
Provo, UT 84603. (133) _ 

MILITARY ELECTRONICS: CPRC-26 Infantry Manpack Radio, compact, 
50-54 MHz FM, Receiver-Transmitter sections, case, antenna, crystal: 
$17.50 apiece complete, $32.50/pair, $B7.50/six. Professional quality TS- 
352 Voltohm/Multimeter, AC-DC with leads, manual: $12.50. Patrol Seis¬ 
mic Intrusion Device (“PSID") TRC-3: $42.50 apiece, $147.50/set of four. 
R-108 Vehicular/Held Receiver, 20-28 MHz: $27.50 mint. H-251 Com¬ 
munications Headphones: $7.50. 45 Day Replacement Guarantee. Add 
$4.50/piece shipping, $9 maximum. Baytronics, PO Box 591, Sandusky, 
OH 44870. (128) _ 

BINOCULARS, SPOTTING SCOPES, NIGHT VISION Free catalog] See 
them first, with the finest quality brand names and lowest prices. Steiner, 
Swarovski, Zeiss, Nikon, Bushnell. Special: Steiner 7x50G Waterproof, 
individual focus, list price $499. Special Price $299. Optical Advantage, Box 
32791-F6, Baltimore, MD 21208 (301) 653-3306. (128) 



Would you like to have a companion & protector bred 
from the largest strain of wolves in the world, like the 
one above? Crossed with the finest German Shepherd 
imports; Vi wolf and up. puppies & trained adults. I 
devote my time to wolves & wolf-crosses only , 
therefore I can provide the Finest. All pups WBA 
registered at no charge. Pictures and info — $5.00. 
CHARLES DYSAKT 

Box 597, Henrietta. North Carolina 28076 
Phone 704-657-6220 or 704-657-9273 


DYSART'S WOLF KENNEL 

MACKENZIE VALLEY TIMBERWOLVES 


NUCLEAR SURVIVAL: Build effective fallout shelter. Includes plans, 
checklist of items to stockpile, important mail order sources, plus other 
Disaster Prepardeness information. Send $5. to: AMERICAN ENTER- 
PRISES, Box 11081, San Diego, CA 92111, (128) _ 

DEGREES IN POLICE SCIENCE, Social Justice, Business Administra¬ 
tion, and others. Bachelor's, Master’s, and Doctorates through Home 
Study. Send $2 for catalog. ST. JOHN'S UNIVERSITY, 31916 Pat's Lane 
(SF), Springfield, LA 70462. (133) _ 

YOU CAN FIND ANYONE! secretly obtain unlisted phone numbers, con¬ 
fidential postal and DMV records, birth/death, credit and confidential court 
records. Author reveals every source, method and trick known. Locate oid 
friends, lost lovers, debtors and enemies. For profit, fun or adventure. 
Satisfaction Guaranteed. For your copy of YOU CAN FIND ANYONE! send 
$11.95 plus $1.50 postage. TARGET BOOKS, 407-A W. Santa Clara, 
Santa Ana, CA 92706. (128) _ 

RATTLESNAKE SKIN HAT BANDS! Easy installation. Hurry, supply 
limited. For information write REDHAWK ENTERPRISES, PO Box 4151, 
Highlands Ranch, CO 80126. (128) 


INVENTIONS, IDEAS, NEW PRODUCTS WANTED for presentation to 
industry/national exposition. 1-800-288-IDEA. ISC-SOLD, 903 Liberty, 
Pittsburgh, PA 15222. (130) 


NAVY G-1 FLIGHT JACKET 

This classic was a favorite of WW II fighter pilots and was recently 
reissued to Naval aviators. This is the jacket featured in the movie 
"TOP GUN." This is not a copy but is made by the government 
contractor of the current military issue. Available in brown cowhide. 
Jackets are $195.00 each. Even sizes only 38-52. Sizes 48-52 are 
$20.00 extra. Add $6.00 for shipping. CA residents add 6%. Allow 
six to eight weeks for delivery. No CODs or credit card orders. 
HAMPTON COMPANY, Dept. B, P.O. Box 3643, Tustin, CA 92681 


NOW AVAILABLE! 


ADVENTURER’S™^ 

BULLWHIP 

Thick, 
High-Grade 
Leather 

From- 

CATTLE BARON " LEATHER CO. 

SOUP LEATHER COR { - The UHISIWL ftT 
Used m EXPEDITIONS Around me World 
All HAND-PLATTED. THICK. Genuine 

TOP-GRAIN BELTING LEATHER w/ 
Permanent THICK TIP 
Ongma! " Ruddy- 
Brown” Color 

. leather covered 

HANDLE A BALL W/ 

WRIST LOOP 

TARGET USE W TM 

PRICES: ORIGINAL 10 Ft. Length 
Extra Long 12 Ft. 

LEATHffl BELT CARRIER 
• A FORMIDABLE SURVIVAL TOOL • 

When Swung Properly. KINETIC ENERGY Makes 
the TIP CX (he ADVBflURHVS BULLWHIP' MCOT 
~ AT QVBT MOD FEET PER SECOND. 

• WMP-HANDUNG instructors Included 
The WGHEST QUALITY. TOUGHEST BULLWHPS 
Available - Perfectly BALANCED For ACCURACY. 

CREDIT CARD PHONE ORDERS Call (512) 697-8900 
Send VISA CATTLE BARON LEATHER CO. 

’ MC, Check p.o. Box 100724 Dept. SOF-6 * 

fcor M.O. To SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 78201 icj 



4T06 WEB( DELIVERY 

NO HASSLES • W DELAYS 


Add 5*Vb Shipping & Ins. In U.SA 
- Foreign Add 20% - 


I NOTE THES5 BULlWHtPS 
ARE NOT TOYS ft NOT CHEAP 
jFOREIGN MADE SOUVENIRS; 
ARE GENUINE 


[AT PUB TEXAS FACTORS by 


RECORDED UVE, RESCUE OF SPECIAL FORCES RECON TEAMS 
UNDER FIRE. In Viet Nam and cross border operations. Voices and sounds 
you will never forget. (90) minute cassette, five teams. Ten dollars. R J.R., 
PO Box 144, Pinehurst, TX 77362 (12B) _ 

BALLISTIC FACEGUARD. Twenty layers of Kevlar® stops .45 hard ball, 
plus. Faceguard $125. ppd. Custom 10 layer legguards $300. Info $1. 
Franse, PO Box 3347, Boulder, CO 80307. (128) 


Starlight Training Center, Inc. 
Specialists in Weapons Training 

Good training depends on qualified instructors. All of the instruc¬ 
tors at Starlight not only have experience teaching but actual 
combat expenence to back it up. The courses at Starlight aren't 
easy, but then it’s not easy learning to be a professional. 

• Basic Marksmanship • Ranger School 

• High Stress Defensive Combat Shooting • Shotgun Training 

• Survival, Outdoor Living Confidence Course 

Write today for Information. 

Starlight Training Center 
Rt. 1, Box 88 • Bronaugh, MO 64728 


GENUINE UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES SURPLUS CLOTHING, 
equipment, eta Send $1. for current catalog: PEDERGNANA, PO Box 
1062, Oakpaik, IL 60304. (129) _ 

STEINER MILITARY BINOCULARS WHOLESALE- Steiner binoculars 
wholesale to public. For prices and order information call 512-828-2327 
Dept. A. Or send $ 1. for information postage to: Wholesale Binoculars, 6624 
San Pedro, San Antonio, TX 78216. (130) 

KNIVES-COMBAT, MILITARY, SURVIVAL, BUTTERFLY! Latestmod- 
els, low prices! Catalog $1. Athena international, PO Box 19058, Dept. 
SOF, Baltimore, MD 21284. (128) 


U.S. MILITARY INSIGNIA: 
1940 through Current 
Large Catalog, $2.00 
SAUNDERS 

Box 3133-SF • Naples, FL 33939-3133 


DISCOUNT PRICES — Books on survival, military, weaponry and more. 
Send $1. for price list to: LDW, PO Box 611-SOF, Austin, MN 55912. (128) 

CADILLACS, MERCEDES, PORSCHE, ETC. direct from Government. 
Seized in drug raids. Available your area. Save $housands$. 216-453- 
3000, Ext. A8183. (128) 


SPY 


ON YOUR ENEMIES 

FOR ONLY $24.95 


; Secretly listen for thieving enemies on 
your property thru your own FM radio. 
The FM-5 is a sensitive little electronic 
y§. bug that transmits every sound and 
whisper up to 1/4 mile to your FM 
I radio, with excellent sound quality. 
It’s easy to use, just turn it onand hide 
it. The FM-5 is for security use only. 
Not a kit. Uses 9V battery. 

• 30 day satisfaction guarantee. 
Notice; This device Is only to be used according fo Federal, 
Stale, and local laws. 



Allow 
6 Weeks 
For 

Delivery 


~ ~~C1\ residents”add"6%"sales fax"~ 
J Send a $24.95 check or moneyorder to 

Electronic Pursuits 

1269 Broadway 
Suite 196, Dept. SOF-1 
El Cajon, CA 92021 
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PARTING SHOT 


SOF NEEDS YOU 

by John Coleman 

“It was not Soldier of Fortune Magazine that 
hired the killer. It was not Soldier of Fortune 
Magazine that committed the crime,’ 5 Editor/ 
Publisher Robert K. Brown declared. Nearly 
200 years ago, concerned men guaranteed 
freedom of speech and of the press through the 
addition of the First Amendment to our Con¬ 
stitution. In 1988, our legal system seems to 
have lost clear sight of that protection which has 
stood the test of time—and judicial scrutiny— 
since 1791. 

By now SOF readers are well aware of the 
outcome of our Houston, Texas, court battle ear¬ 
lier this year. Damages of $9.4 million were levied 
against us because we should have been able to 
look into the mind of an advertiser and know ill 
intent was brewing behind his personal ad. 

It’s difficult for us, as well as major media 
around the country, to accept that judgment. 

“Media cannot ascertain the hidden personal 
agenda of every person who seeks to place a 
classified ad,” states an Advertising Age edito¬ 
rial. “Publishers are not mind readers, nor can a 
publication verify every advertising claim,” the 
Concord Monitor said. 

Of course we can’t, and to believe that any 
Classified advertiser — some running 
thousands in their publications each day—can 
track down and verify each advertiser’s “hid¬ 
den agenda” is wholly unrealistic. 

Imagine this ad appearing in your local pa¬ 
per “Single male, loves the outdoors and hunt¬ 
ing, wishes to meet young lady With same in¬ 
terests.” Straightforward enough, with no ob¬ 
vious immoral or illegal intent Yet months la¬ 
ter, the paper is slammed with a lawsuit by the 
young lady’s family because “single male,” re¬ 
cently released from a state mental institution, 
felt “hunting” meant tracking the woman 
through the woods with a hatchet. Is it the 
paper’s fault? Should they have had a battery 
of staff psychologists on call to analyze for “hid¬ 
den agenda”? 

“No publication can offer ironclad assur¬ 
ances that advertisers aren’t engaged in poten- 
j tially illegal or fraudulent activities. Even an 
army of investigators couldn’t guarantee the 
good and legal intentions of every ad or adver¬ 
tiser,” answered a Newsday editorial. 

Let’s take this rocky boat on another tack, 
where the chilling effect may blow with even 
more force. A confused teenager watches a 
movie where a character robs a liquor store and 
gets away with it. The teenager then copycats, 
kills two people and ends up in the morgue 
himself. Who’s liable? Who should the surviv¬ 
ors sue? The actor who played the part, the 
scriptwriter, or the director? Or perhaps, the 
camera operator at the local movie theater? 
Should film companies be held up to judgment 
for providing fantasy that turns into a viewers 
reality? Should they become thought police, 
accountable for the acts of their audience in the 
same way SOF’s been held accountable for the 


“hidden agenda” of our advertisers? 

As a Los Angeles Times editorial put it, “If a 
publication is to be held liable for the criminal 
acts undertaken by its readers, using products 
or services advertised on its pages, then what 
about those menacing ads for steak knives? 
And ant poison? And gin?" Or movies, televi¬ 
sion programs and videos with a flash of vio¬ 
lence? 

Plaintiff’s attorney during our Houston case 
wasn’t, apparently, much interested in these 
types of difficult questions. “We brought this 
suit to get Soldier of Fortune off the magazine 
rack,” he said. Was that really the suit’s aim, to 
have a legitimate publication forced out of busi¬ 
ness because someone didn’t like it? If so, and 
we must accept counsel’s word for it, then the 
trial’s outcome is even more frightening in its 
implications. We can imagine a prudish con¬ 
tingency fee lawyer sharpening his teeth over 
the prospects of suing Playboy off the shelves 
for advertising condoms which may be defec¬ 
tive, or a hydrophobic attorney going after 
Yachting for advertising a rubber lifeboat which 
springs a leak. 

Of course, we were singled out for being 
Soldier of Fortune Magazine, “The Journal of 
Professional Adventurers,” which those on the 
political left perceive as being “The Journal of 
Professional Mercenaries.” Based on counsel’s 
quote, he probably believes the latter (even 
though he admitted that he hadn’t read SOF’s 
editorial content). Others, such as the Soviets’ 
TASS , Izvestia and Pravda , have said much the 
same about us in the past. 

On one level, that seems to be what this case 
was about: the perception of what Soldier of 
Fortune Magazine is and does, and to which 
audience we may or may not cater; and 
whether perceptions do a successful lawsuit 
make. Granted, in its first years SOF was a 
rough-and-tumble, no-holds-barred action 
publication. It’s called capturing an audience so 
you can stay in business. 

Those first years had the left and various 
liberal groups stamping us with an undeserved 
reputation of being mercenaries, war mongers, 
fascists and general ne’er do wells (and catering 
to same), who extol the virtues of bloodlust and 
forceful overthrow of Third World countries. 
And it’s that reputation that was, in part, on trial 
in Houston. 

We believe we were judged on what Soldier 
of Fortune was perceived to be 10 years ago. 
We were not allowed to show what Soldier of 
Fortune is today — a politically conservative, 
issue-oriented, combat-reporting journal, with 
a well-educated and diverse readership ranging 
from senior corporate CEOs to college students 
to active-duty military. 

What frightens us is that Soldier of Fortune 
— the magazine — was on trial at all, when the 
issue at hand revolved around our supposed 
foreknowledge of an advertiser’s ill intent. 
What frightens us is that an attorney can walk 
into a case with the perceived idea that he or 
she is going to get a publication “off the maga¬ 
zine rack.” Apparently, perceptions do a suc¬ 


cessful lawsuit make — if it’s against a Soldier of 
Fortune Magazine. 

Fortunately, Houston was only the first 
round; our legal system of appeals guarantees 
that. Unfortunately, it’s going to be a long, hard 
— and expensive — fight through the appellate 
circuit, one which may eventually take us to the 
United States Supreme Court. And in the 
meantime, we’re all going to have to suffer the 
process. Instead of focusing our energy and 
money into Soldier of Fortune Magazine each 
month, we must instead invest ourselves in the 
legal system. This case should never have hap¬ 
pened but it did, and we’re going to take it on 
full force, with the same commitment to the 
ideals of freedom and liberty that have always 
been the cornerstone of Soldier of Fortune 
Magazine. 

And that’s what this fight is really all about — 
freedom of the press and personal liberty. This 
isn’t just our fight; the outcome is going to affect 
every one of you, individual reader or media 
giant, if the Houston precedent is allowed to 
stand. We’ll be your standard bearer through 
this legal gauntlet, but we can’t march alone. 

We’ve asked you in the past to support 
causes we felt were important to all of us. We 
ask you now to support another — Soldier of 
Fortune Magazine. Unfortunately this may not 
be the last time that the First Amendment will 
be attacked in ways that SOF feels should be 
defended. On other days, in other ways, there 
will be challenges to the constitutional right of 
SOF to publish. Therefore, we’ve established 
the Omega First Amendment Legal Fund, 
an independent trust which will help defray 
SOF and Omega Group legal fees and related 
expenses while we carry our battle forward. 
How important is this fund? To be blunt, it will 
keep Soldier of Fortune Magazine on the news¬ 
stand (sorry about that, counselor). We are not, 
as it’s been termed, a “deep pockets” publica¬ 
tion. Our money goes to causes — POW/MIA, 
Afghan and El Salvador defense, and refugee 
relief among others — from which we receive 
no return, and back into SOF each month, 
where you see the results in exclusive first-hand 
combat reports from around the world. 

Yet all that, and the magazine itself, may stop 
without your dollars. The Omega First 
Amendment Legal Fund is riot tax deducti¬ 
ble, but for your support of $25 or more, Editor/ 
Publisher Robert K. Brown will send you a 
signed Certificate of Appreciation, a gesture to 
say “Thanks for believing in us.” Donations 
should be made payable to the “Omega First 
Amendment Legal Fund” and sent to 1800 
38th Street, Suite 202, Boulder, Colora¬ 
do 80301. 

Will we win this case in the end? Yes. There’s 
too much at stake for all of us to lose what will 
become a landmark legal decision. Of course, 
we would have rather left our footnote in his¬ 
tory some other way, but to paraphrase a 
World War II D-Day quote, “This is where we 
landed, and we’ll start the war from here.” 

Your donations are the first salvo, so send 
them in today. * 



COMPLETE SYSTEM 

CASES 


PROVEN PERFORMANCE—Our cases have been in use for years with Federal Agencies, li.S. Military, and 

Law Enforcement Personnel throughout the world. Their uncompromising quality and lifetime guarantee prove they are the Best! 


RANGE BAGS 


PISTOL CASES 


ASSAULT RIFLE CASES 


SUBMACHINE GUN CASES 


SPECIAL WEAPONS CASES 


BOW CASES 


AIRLINE WEAPONS CASES 


The largest selection of nylon holsters available all built from layered ballistic nylon, not with cheap foam lining 
Over 85 different models, including state of the art advanced designs! 


HOLSTERS 


MILITARY BELT HOLSTERS 


UNIVERSAL BELT/ 
SHOULDER HOLSTERS 


8ELT THUMBREAK 


BELT SLIDE HOLSTERS 


HORIZONTAL HOLSTERS VERTICAL HOLSTERS 


BELT CLIP HOLSTERS MILITARY SHOULDER OPEN BELT HOLSTERS ANKLE HOLSTERS POLICE DUTY SCOPED SHOULDER 

HOLSTERS HOLSTERS 

ACCESSORIES A full line of items to accent the shooting sports. Everything from luggage to slings to police equipment and more! 


FLASHLIGHT HOLDERS 


LUGGAGE 


SLINGS 


MAGAZINE POUCHES 


TRAVEL BAGS 


SCABBARDS BUTT PACKS 

See the complete system—send $2.00 for a 28 page catalog 
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WEB BELTS & ACCESSORIES 


SPEED POUCHES SHOOTING JACKETS 























FREE DINNER 
BOOT CATALOG 

Select your new boots from our detailed M-color catalog, showing 
the complete selection of styles and sizes. Includes Danner boots 
with the Gore-Tex® fabric sock lining, guaranteed waterproof. 
Choose from all-leather or lightweight leather and Cordura® nylon 
combinations, with Vibram® lug or crepe soles. Danner makes 
tough boots and shoes for people who want comfortable feet 
And inside every pair are 40 years of experience. 
CALL 1-800-345-0430 horn 9 to 4 Pacific Time, or 
send this card today for your FREE Danner catalog, 
and names of your nearest dealers. 
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In a survival' situation, 
you want the most un- 
oompjomisdng weapon 
that‘money tan buy. The 
HK 91 Semi- Automatic 
Assault Rifle from 
Heckler 8c Koch. 

The HK 91 was derived 
directly from the G3. Its 
delayed roller-locked bolt 
system reduces recoil to 
keep the gun on target. It 
exceeds the most stringent 
NATO accuracy require¬ 
ments—right put of the 
box. And f IKY* revolution¬ 
ary scope mounting system 
guarantees that you Ye still 
zeroed-in every time you 
mount your scope. 

Easy to maintain and 
take apart, the HK 91 in 
cal. 308 and the HK 93 
in cal. 223 were both de¬ 
signed as parts of an inte¬ 
grated gun system. The I IK 
system of interchangeable 
parts and accessories enables 
these precision firearms to 
adapt quickly to changing 
tactical situations. 

Leading military oper¬ 
ations and law enforcement 
agencies around the world 
rely on firearms that bear 
the H&K name. Your choice 
is equally clear. You can 
carry an ordinary weapon. 
Or own the most uncom¬ 
promising firearm 
in the world. ^ 1 - 


:ri you re determined to sur vive 
ou leave nothing to chance. 


Heater or Call (703) 631-2800. 
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